
LEVEL UP	 Week 5 Study Guide

INTRO THOUGHTS 
- One. More. Level. But is there? Probably not. This is a guide to help us understand where 

we’re at in our faith. Keep that in mind for this lesson: it’s not a conclusion. These are the 
final destinations or the end product. They do, however, paint a picture of a confident and 
obedient Christ follower.  

LEVEL 5 SKILLS 
- LEVEL 5 Prayer 

- powerful 
- Our prayer life has moved from basic to selfish, selfless to honest and now to 

powerful. What is a powerful prayer? 
- Read 1 John 5:14-15; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Mark 11:24 and James 5:13-18 
- That presents a different perspective on prayer doesn’t it? These aren’t prayers 

asking, begging, petitioning or pestering God… these are prayers believing God will 
do it, that if you ask it, it will be done. That’s powerful. The caveat is the James 
passage about the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective; this is why a 
Level 5 prayer is powerful. God can and will do what He wants/needs to do as we ask 
Him, regardless of what “level” we’re at. But as we move father along the journey of 
faith and arguably become more Christ-like, God’s Word tells us that the righteous 
will have effective prayers. Don’t you want to be like that? Don’t you want your prayers 
to make an immediate difference? They can, not by your doing, but by what God 
works through you.  

- Think of it like this: you’re the boss and you hire two employees at the same time. The 
first employee is usually late to work but gets the job done. They leave right at the 
end of the day and go home and you never spend time with them. They’re often 
distracted at work and make little effort to get to know you. The second employee 
arrives on time for work or early, goes beyond the assignment to do a great job, if 
they’re going out for lunch they ask if you’d like anything, and even invite you to go to 
dinner with them and their family occasionally outside of the job. One day, both of 
these employees get in a car accident on the way to work, but due to your schedule 
you can only assist one of them. Which one are you going to be more inclined to pick 
up or give a ride? Obviously, the second one that you have a relationship with. This is 
kind of like our prayer life being a powerful one: as we grow our relationship with 
God, spend time with Him, honor His tasks for us, when we cry out, He is inclined to 
help. That is the powerful and effective prayer of the righteous person. Ask it. Believe 
He can do it. Watch God show up.  

- LEVEL 5 Worship 
- lifestyle 
- By this point, Level 5 Worship becomes a simple lesson. It’s a lifestyle for us. A day, 

even an hour that go by without praising God seems weird. Thanking Him for the 
morning, the coffee you drink, the car you drive you kids to school in, the job you 
have… singing songs as you drive, painting or drawing out scripture verses in a 
journal… kneeling or bowing or holding up your hands and things that used to 
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bother you or you would’ve never thought you’d do - are now normal for you. God 
will be glorified through your life and there’s not a single thing anyone else can do or 
say to mess up that mojo. Joy and gratefulness are your daily companions. The fruits 
of the Spirit overflow out of your lifestyle of worship. Welcome to Level 5. There’s no 
going back :)   …. (you wouldn’t want to anyway) 

- LEVEL 5 Bible 
- leading others 
- This shouldn’t be a surprise. We’ve been hinting at it for the last few lessons. By this 

point, you’ve read the whole Bible. God continues to reveal His glory and words for 
you every time you read it. The living and active Word cuts through to your heart daily, 
affecting and changing your life as well as the family and friends it overflows into.  

- Now it’s time to intentionally pursue leading others in the study of God’s Word. Share 
what you’re learning. Things to consider: lead a Bible Study. Start a Life Group. See 
where your spiritual gifts align with these. Use Facebook or social media to share and 
lead others in what you learn. Start a podcast or a blog. Influence others for the 
Gospel. This is the “GO” part of the Great Commission. GO doesn’t always mean to 
Asia or Africa or Haiti. GO means across the street. In your local coffeeshop. At your 
workplace. Start something NEW and lead others in growing in their faith. Help 
someone else Level Up in the study of God’s Word. 

- LEVEL 5 Serving 
- for THEM 
- We’ve served out of obligation, we’ve understood the joy it unlocks, and we’ve even 

served in our own church body. At a Level 5, these no longer satisfy. It’s not that 
serving in the church is suddenly not important, it’s that the areas you’re serving in 
have awakened you to an even greater need outside those doors, often doing the 
exact same thing you’re doing inside those doors. 

- For example: let’s say you began serving with a small divorce recovery ministry in the 
church that had just 3 people in broken relationships. You’ve walked alongside them 
and God has stirred your heart through your service. You realize that those 3 people 
know 4-5 other people who are also going through or have been divorced. You do a 
quick Google search for the census or local demographics and find out that the 10 
mile radius around True Life Church has a per-capita of divorced family groups 3 
times that of the national average (this is true by the way). Now the picture becomes 
clear: God has given you the gifts, created in you a desire and passion to serve, and 
the need that you initially met within the church now grows beyond its borders. Now 
you serve FOR THEM. Some simple flyers or Facebook ads now promote the divorce 
recovery ministry, and you talk about it with people you meet in Wal-Mart. One day 
you look around and there are 53 people in the recovery ministry and a community 
that is being changed all because you said “yes” to serving God.  

- Read Matthew 25:31-40 
- Enough said. 

- LEVEL 5 Character 
- courage and boldness in Christ 
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- Let’s be honest: by Level 5, your character is virtually unrecognizable from you prior 
to Jesus or even a Level 1. God continues to make and mold you into a different and 
new creation. (see 2 Corinthians 5:17) 

- Read Isaiah 64:8 
- God has molded you as clay. How? What is different about you now that what was 

before?  
- Read Proverbs 28:1 and Acts 4:1-31 
- What does this tell us about being bold and courageous in our faith? Would you 

describe yourself as that? Why or why not? SHOULD you be? Do you think Peter and 
John would’ve described themselves as bold and courageous? Probably not. It was 
their words and their actions - their choices - that made them bold for Christ, not 
whether they described themselves as such. Therefore, what are some bold and 
courages choices you can make for your faith? 

ABILITIES 
- Launching 

- Read Isaiah 49:13 
- What are you ready to launch? A church, a Life Group, a new ministry? What is God 

calling you to do that’s new? 
- Multiplying 

- For any organism to grow, it requires cells to divide and multiply. You and I (as hard as 
it is to imagine) started off as ONE INDIVIDUAL CELL. Now look at us: billions of cells 
of skin and muscle and bone and brain (hopefully) all working together to enable you 
- through education and language - to read and process these pixels on a page. 
Incredible. With that said, let’s go back to the first moment in the womb. Imagine if we 
had just stayed that one cell; what could we accomplish? Nothing. How big are we? 
Incomprehensibly small. Where are we? Stuck in a uterus and unable to go anywhere 
on our own. 

- Hopefully you see my point. We, the church, are primarily not an organization but an 
organism. We are living, breathing, active, moving, changing, growing, learning. As 
such, we are called to do what every created thing must do in order to survive: 
multiply. If there are 2 children’s classroom volunteers, what could be done if we had 
4? If there’s 7 small groups, what if we had 14? If we have 1 service of 115 people, 
what if we went so excitedly invite-crazy that we had to immediately go to 2 services 
of 230 people? If we had 3 people go on a mission trip last year, what if 6 people 
decided Cuba needed the gospel? If 24 junior and senior high school students went 
to an amazing week of camp and faith last summer, what if almost 50 kids came back 
changed because of serving a Savior? Here’s the deal: YOU are called to be part of 
that multiplication. How are you going to grow? How are you going to help us grow? 

- Missions 
- Read Matthew 28:16-20 (for maybe the hundredth time) 
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- While the “GO” might not mean to another country, it actually might. Pray about 
where God may be calling you to. Identify your personal mission field, even if it is 
local, and GO. Every person I’ve ever known who has gone on a mission trip has 
initially gone thinking that they will be the ones making a difference, when the reality 
is that they come back home being the changed ones. If you’ve never gone anywhere 
for the Gospel, maybe it’s time…


