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The Real Night Before Christmas (Video—1:51)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcN062RkSJg  
 
Nativity  
If you have a nativity scene in your home, place the figures “off stage” and 
if you have kids (or if you’re a kid at heart) set up the nativity scene as 
someone reads the following Scriptures. Maybe play some music. 
  
Luke 2 (The Message) 
The Birth of Jesus 2 1-5 About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census 
to be taken throughout the Empire. This was the first census when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his own ancestral 
hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of 
Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a 
descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, 
who was pregnant.  
 

6-7 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave 
birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room in the hostel.  
 
An Event for Everyone  
8-12 There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set 
night watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them 
and God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel said, 
“Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is 
meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s 
town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a 
baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.”  
 

13-14 At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s 
praises: Glory to God in the heavenly heights, Peace to all men and 
women on earth who please him.  
 



15-18 As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it 
over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves 
what God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told 
everyone they met what the angels had said about this child. All who heard 
the sheepherders were impressed.  
 

19-20 Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within 
herself. The sheepherders returned and let loose, glorifying and praising 
God for everything they had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way 
they’d been told!  
 
SHARE  
One of my favorite phrases in this passage surrounding the birth of Jesus is 
that “Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” 
What are you pondering these days? 
Think back over the last few days—what moment, conversation, or 
relationship have you treasured?  Why is that so meaningful for you today? 
 
ENCOURAGE  
Take time to specifically encourage each person in your home. Have each 
person share:  
1. what strength do you see in each person;  
2. why are you grateful for the gift of their life in yours.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER  
A Prayer for Christmas Morning  
by Robert Louis Stevenson  

The day of joy returns, Father in Heaven, and crowns another year with 
peace and good will. 

Help us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the 
song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the 

wise men.  
Close the doors of hate and open the doors of love all over the world?  

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  
Deliver us from evil, by the blessing that Christ brings, and teach us to be 

merry with clean hearts.  
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,  

And the Christmas evening bring us to our bed with grateful thoughts, 
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  

Amen 

 
SERVE  
Who can your family serve today? Is there someone who needs a visit or a 
phone call? Is there someone who needs to have a song sung to them? Is 
there someone who needs some housework done? Could you surprise 
someone today? Is there a neighbor who would enjoy a meal, or some 
cookies or a cake?  
 
EXTRA CREDIT  
If this has been a positive experience for your family, would you be willing 
to share the story of your experience by writing an email or posting a 
Facebook message? 	


