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Session 7: The Lordship of Christ- Worldview in the Classroom (March 10, 2020 Fusion) 

Welcome to Fusion! Our heart with these services is igniting students to worship. Just like the S on the screen, 

we want what you learn here tonight to change you as you go beyond the walls. Worship is not simply what we 

do in this building; it is to be the day-to-day, moment-by-moment reality of every follower of Jesus Christ.  

Since September, we have worked our way through the Book of Colossians and discussing the Lordship of 

Christ. Paul, writing from prison, outlines his relationship with a historical church of young believers in 

Colossae. He knows they are growing, and he is thankful for what God is doing in and through them. Paul, 

though, is also a realist. He knows these Christians are always in danger of losing their perspective and being 

deceived into following falsehood that will ultimately take them away from the gospel. So, what's his message 

to them? In chapter 1, he provides one of, if not the, most clear and exalted description of Jesus anywhere in 

Scripture and clearly provides the central message of the book: Jesus is the Creator, Savior, and Sustainer of 

everything! Take a look at verses 16-17. 

In the closing verses of chapter 1 and beginning parts of chapter 2, Paul describes his motivation in ministry. He 

labors, regardless of the costs and consequences, so that these believers will reach full Christian maturity, where 

Jesus is their true treasure. He wants them to realize their access to Jesus’ full riches- “the hope of glory” (1:27). 

The hope of glory is to be what motivates the Colossians to continue in faithfulness and grow in what they have 

been taught. It will only come, however, when they move beyond the type of confused living in which most 

Christians find themselves and begin to embrace a lifestyle that has Jesus as all, seeking to give Him glory in all 

things. As stated for us in Colossians 3:17, "And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

The verses could not be clearer: all things... whatever you do... do everything. That’s why, since January, we 

have been looking at specific ways to apply these truths to the content you interact with in the classroom. In 

January we considered history. Last month we considered math. Tonight, I want us to consider science- so 

welcome to Fusion: Sci Night! 

There is so much that needs to be shared tonight. The apparent disconnect between science and Christianity has 

caused so many to turn from the truth of Scripture and embrace the lies of this world. If I could get you to 

remember one thing, it would be what I have shared over and over in this study. It’s the process on the screen. 

Worldviews shape beliefs. Beliefs shape values. Values shape choices. Choices shape behavior. Behaviors 

shape consequences. Far too often we base ministry (and especially student ministry) on changing behavior. 

But you’ll notice the real issue is making sure we have established the right worldview- a way of seeing and 

being that translates into a new way of doing.  

Faulty worldviews cut right to the core of our study tonight. In the past, Christianity was understood as a 

knowledge tradition that brought unity to civilization, education, and the sciences.
1
 Now, modern Christianity is 

often characterized as something based on emotions and opinions. As a result, so many (including Christians) 

live a life with a worldview that suffers under a faulty fragmentation. Let me show you what I mean.  
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Many live a bifurcated life that is split between facts and values. Facts are the things we identify as objective 

(based on evidence). Values are the subjective ideas that we hold and embrace yet are nevertheless based on 

opinion and emotions. The end result is operating on the facts in public while living out your values in private.  

The question that soon arises, however, is who or what determines whether something is a fact or value? 

Anybody have a guess for what most people use and what is encouraged in just about every education system? 

It’s science. What always happens is that facts are identified as equivalent to what science says, whereas beliefs 

and matters of faith are separated into the opinion area and only seen as appropriate in private. This way of 

thinking is incredibly dangerous, especially as it works out in the life of someone who claims to be a Christian. 

His understanding of having a personal relationship with the God of the universe for the sake of eternity is not 

supported by reason and evidence but weak hope-so’s that will either quickly fade away or cripple him against 

any future growth.  

Of course, this whole conversation begs an important question. If Christianity is indeed based on reason, what 

evidence exists? We could make an entire series on this and we may need to going forward. For the sake of 

tonight, I want to lean on a great new series by J. Warner Wallace entitled “Quick Shots: Fast Answers to Hard 

Questions.” With a background as a cold-case homicide detective, Wallace has spent years defending the 

Christian faith. Consider what he says as he deals with a common question, “is there really no evidence for 

God’s existence?” (+6 min) 

Not only does he provide some excellent talking point there, but he identifies the real issue behind the apparent 

struggle between science and Christianity: what is accepted as evidence? Many in the scientific world only 

accept what can be fit into the box of time, space, matter, math, and the hard sciences (physics, chemistry, 

biology, and astronomy)- a claim anchored in a naturalistic worldview. Naturalism, often demonstrated as 

scientism, argues that nature alone exists and that matter alone is real, thereby eliminating any possibility of 

God, the soul, angels, and life before physical death.
2
 What is real, then, can be determined by science alone.  

I want to provide four responses to that as we get ready to interact with God’s Word again. First, Christians can 

be encouraged that the “science” used today to dismiss matters of “faith” is not science. It is naturalistic 

scientism. The Christian need not ever fear that a legitimate experiment involving time, space, and matter can 

ever overrule or defeat the timeless, infinite, and immaterial Sovereign Lord. Furthermore, the Christian can 

hold his head high in engaging with science for he is the most qualified to conclude the truth as a result of 

personally knowing the Ultimate Giver of all truth.  

Second, and this is major, the scientistic assumption that all knowledge must be scientifically provable isn’t 

scientifically provable. It’s a philosophical claim. When someone claims that only scientific evidence can 

provide truth, then ask them a simple question: what scientific evidence is there that says only scientific 

evidence can provide truth? The emotional and opinioned type of “faith” that naturalistic atheists love to bash is 

their own greatest issue. 

Third, forcing truth to pass the inspection of science alone undercuts science itself. Science, by definition, 

involves “the systematic study of the structure and behavior of the physical and natural world through 
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observation and experiment.”
3
 That definition means science has limitations and it is supposed to be that way. 

Even assuming all the advancements in store for us in the future, science will never answer certain questions.  

(1) Why the universe? Purpose and meaning will forever lie beyond any scientific experiment and laboratory. 

(2) From where do scientific laws come? Science assumes certain truths as foundational in order to function, 

yet they go beyond science. (3) How is the universe intelligible? The fact that we can make sense and are 

encouraged to make sense of the world around us suggests a type of order or authority. (4) What is my 

significance? Our need and default to live life with purpose must be more than reactions and processes 

explainable by science. 

When we allow science to stay as real science, we can benefit from other sources of knowledge. Sources like 

theology, philosophy, and logic not only help us add to what science says but enrich the actual study of science. 

This is where a believer in God has some advantages that the secular scientist does not. Those with a theistic 

worldview (especially a biblical worldview) bring some truths to the table that science cannot handle.
4
 Here are 

4 examples: (1) Transcendent source of order- Leaders and government may provide structure to life for a 

season, but the ultimate source is the unchanging God of the universe from Whom we live lives reflecting His 

orderly nature. (2) Transcendent source of hope- We have been created with an ability and need for trust, but 

as much as people, possessions and power may disappoint us, ultimate hope rests in God alone for this life and 

eternity. 3) Transcendent source of purpose- Knowing why you are alive and understanding your part in a 

larger story provides a sense of conviction and determination that can endure through pain and loss. 4) 

Transcendent source of gratitude- Understanding life and all blessings come from the Father above develops 

thankfulness from an occasional activity to a life-long reality. All four of these truths should not be the 

fundamental reasons why you follow Jesus, but they are the logical consequences of knowing Him, and they 

definitely re-shape everything.  

What happens when we let the Bible speak and inform us of how to do understand and explore science? We will 

explore that some more later, but check out the overall summary:  

The Bible understands that the whole universe is the result of God’s working and science simply 

tells us how God does it... The God of Christian faith is not a mathematical theory to be proved, 

but a personal Creator who has revealed himself in the space-time history of the universe, but 

supremely by becoming a human being in Jesus Christ.
5
  

What does the Bible say regarding God and creation? A whole lot! Write down these 4 references. Romans 

1:18-20 tells us first why men reject the existence of God. It is not for a lack of evidence but because of a desire 

to suppress the truth. God has clearly revealed Himself in the things that have been made, leaving all of 

mankind without excuse. Psalm 19:1 says that creation constantly bears witness to God’s glory and handiwork. 

Psalm 104:24 praises God for His many works, all of which were made by His wisdom. Remember that word. 

Jeremiah 10:12 repeats the theme, stating God created everything by His power, understanding, and wisdom. 
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In fact, wisdom is theme of the Bible that runs through the Old and New Testament. Write down these 3 

references as you see them on the screen. One of the most powerful verses is Psalm 111:10 for it speaks 

concerning the beginning of wisdom: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 

practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!” Notice those words. The beginning 

point of true knowledge lives or dies based on respecting God for who He is. Without this, you cannot have a 

good understanding nor effectively praise Him because you foolishly try to remove yourself from the reality of 

His glory lasting forever. 

The prophet Daniel understood these truths. In fact, he reminds the most powerful man in the world at the time 

(Nebuchadnezzar) of the source of wisdom. Look at what he tells the king in Daniel 2:20- “Blessed be the 

name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and might.” Nebuchadnezzar ended up learning 

that truth the hard way. God took this seemingly all-powerful king and humbled him literally to the life of an 

animal until he got his heart in the right place.  

James, an early church leader (half-brother of Jesus) provides you with the promise of wisdom in James 1:5. 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 

given him.” God desires to provide wisdom, but the one requirement is humility before Him.  

Let me close this time with a quote. “Of all things to be known, the most important is that God is to be 

reverenced and served, and those know little who do not know this. All true knowledge takes rise from 

reverence of God and tends to it as its perfection and center.”
6
  

All the verses so far force us back to the true issue tonight: wisdom requires fearing the Lord. I just want to 

challenge you here for a moment before we transition again to songs. Do you have a healthy fear of God? First, 

you have to respond to the evidence and clear proof that He does in fact exist. But you can’t just stay there. 

Eventually, you must recognize not only that you are accountable to Him both in the context of this life and 

eternity but also that every aspect of your life already belongs to Him. Any time you try and distance yourself 

from Him and His Word, you are falling into incredibly dangerous error. 

We will expand on the idea of biblical wisdom in the next part, open our Bibles, and take some time looking at 

two incredible passages, but I want a true reverence and worship of God to be the theme of our entire service. 

So, own your part in that tonight and prepare your heart to sing out in praise and honor of Him. Let’s make our 

worship be something that goes beyond fiction for we worship Someone who is beyond fiction. (END) 

(BEGIN) We ended the first round of the message with this notion of biblical wisdom. I wanted you to 

remember that word because we are going to expand upon from some amazing passages of Scripture. I do want 

you to have your Bible open and read the words for yourself this time. Our first passage will be in Proverbs 8. 

Most of the time we consider wisdom as something related to the mind. A person can have a lot of knowledge 

but not necessarily any wisdom. Wisdom generally refers to the ability to direct the mind and put knowledge 

into application. In the Bible, wisdom also includes having a full understanding of life and living a life of moral 

fulfillment. In fact, there is an entire section of the Old Testament devoted to these truths and it is referred to as 

the wisdom literature (Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes along with some psalms and prophecies).   
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These passages of Scripture explore how wisdom is an attribute of God (an everlasting quality of who He is), 

how this wisdom is revealed in creation, and how it relates to our human existence. Because God created the 

world and us in His wisdom, the world and our lives hold meaning that reflects who God is. Notice that God’s 

wisdom is not some mental activity but something creative, purposeful, and good that supports and fulfills our 

ability to live in wisdom.
7
 We could put it even more simply: “it is impossible to understand human wisdom 

without first grasping its necessary [cause], divine wisdom.”
8
 

As a man of wisdom himself, Solomon desired to educate the young people of the kingdom with a moral and 

spiritual compass for life. As a result, he wrote hundreds of short poetic sayings that we call proverbs, 

observations or truths that could be remembered, memorized, and implemented. Most of these proverbs center 

on morality, integrity, discipline, justice, common sense, and the consequences that come when a person 

dismisses them.  

In Proverbs, there are 2 sections that stand out. One of them is found in Proverbs 8. Solomon writes about 

wisdom as if it was a person, a lady specifically calling out to young men to follow her instead of walking into 

traps from the world. Proverbs 8:22-36 contains the message of wisdom and this use of personification. What 

we find is the wisdom is “in essence, the self-revelation of creation and the revelation of God in and 

through creation.”
9
 Take a minute with me to read these verses.  

What do we learn in this message from wisdom? There are 2 main truths. First, wisdom has authority. 

Wisdom should be remembered, heeded, and lived out and Solomon tells us why. Notice the descriptions here. 

Solomon is not writing about a literal female god who was with God in the beginning. He is simply using poetic 

language to convey that wisdom existed in eternity. Before the world was formed, before the earth was marked 

with water, before the mountains, hills, and fields were shaped, and before God breathed life into dust to make 

Adam, wisdom was there.  

We also see that wisdom governed creation. When God made the heavens, formed the earth, created the skies, 

established the waters, and created boundaries wisdom was like God’s “master woman” (verse 30) or side 

architect. Creation demonstrates the wisdom of God for creation testifies to God’s masterful artistry, precision, 

and design. We submit to the authority of what God says about our lives because He is the One through Him we 

have life by His wisdom.  

Consider also verses 30-31 and the fact that wisdom provided purpose and joy. I find it incredible here that 

God rejoices in His own work but notice the specific work- “his inhabited world… the children of man”. The 

purpose of creation was to lead to us, and God delighted in it. God was pleased by what He made and that 

delight guarantees your significance. 

Because wisdom here carries so much weight (as it relates to the plan of God Himself), wisdom, then, demands 

response. That is the second message. Wisdom demands response. In verses 32-36, we see the contrast 

between two groups of people: those who embrace God’s wisdom and those who reject it. This is common to 

the book of Proverbs. Notice the differences between the two groups. For those who embrace wisdom, blessing 

is possible and life and favor are actual. Blessing comes with those who keep God’s ways daily, who always 

have it as their focus. Look at verse 35 again: “whoever find me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD.” 
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On the other hand, we have those who reject wisdom. What is in store for them? Two things in particular: 

neglect is inevitable and death is unavoidable. Rejecting God’s truths always comes with a cost. Verse 33 

reminds us that we must first hear in order to be wise. The more you dismiss wisdom, the easier it becomes to 

ignore it the next time. And Scripture warns that there may very well come a time when your opportunities to 

hear wisdom runs out. Focus on verse 36: “he who fails to find me injures himself; all who hate me love death.” 

When we read these verses, they make clear that good follows those who follow wisdom. We know, however, 

in life that this is not always the case, and the remaining books of the wisdom literature (Ecclesiastes and Job) 

explore that very issue. In fact, the book of Job resonates with so many because it wrestles with the reality of 

suffering. The Book of Job displays a man in anguish crying out to God for an answer. This man lost most of 

his family, his possessions, his health, his dignity, and his respect among the people all because of Satan’s 

desire to have him turn from the LORD and curse Him (1:11). God granted Satan permission to test Job, but Job 

had no knowledge of the situation. His friends came with a desire to bring comfort, only to start arguing with 

Job about the apparent evil in his life. In their thinking, Job would only be suffering as a result of sin. What was 

their answer for him? “Job, turn from your sin and get right with God.” Job, however, loved the LORD, hated 

evil (1:1) and knew this could not be the case. So, Job cried out for an answer! His pain couldn’t provide it. His 

logic couldn’t figure it out. His friends never brought it with them. Truth be told, Job never got his answer, but 

he sure did get a response from the LORD!   

We are going to wrap up our message by looking quickly at some verses in Job. Find Job 38-42 in your Bible as we 

consider the encounter for wisdom. Job demands God to respond to him. And God does. He arrives in a storm. 

What I want you to notice as you turn the pages between chapters 38-41 is number of question marks. God does not 

give Job a reason for his suffering; he questions Job repeatedly regarding his own wisdom and how it compares to 

God’s. I wish we had time to look at all these verses, but we don’t. I do want to show you an awesome visualization 

of these chapters by Bible Project. (+3 min) 

Job was transformed by an encounter with God. “While Job’s questions were not explicitly answered, they were 

effectively removed... Thus, the ultimate wisdom lies not in finding an answer to the ultimate questions, but 

rather in the encounter with the living God.” 

Go with me quickly to Job 42 and look at the response in wisdom. What does Job do in response to God? Read 

verses 1-6 along with me. See the difference in his life now? “My eye sees you; therefore I… repent in dust and 

ashes.” Verse 6 has stuck with me for a long, long time. What amazes me is not only that God comes to Job, but He 

comes to Job when Job is in the dust and ashes. You see, Job 2:7-8 records how Job was covered with boils across 

his entire body. To alleviate the pain, Job took pieces of pottery to scrape his skin. Verse 8 states that Job then “sat 

down among the ashes.” Ashes represent a state of mourning and loss. Job lost his seven sons and three daughters. 

His wife was spared only to disrespect him and urge him to “curse God and die” (2:9). Some scholars also take ashes 

to mean that Job sat in the city dump, the dunghill, as if he were an unclean leper cut off from the rest of society. 

In the ashes, as Job is broken in his suffering, God chooses to reveal His glory. In the ashes, God brings Job to the 

logical conclusion that the same God who created and controls the universe is and must be the Savior and Lord.”   

Why would God give Job such an offer? Would God not be fearful of Job possibly wanted to replace him, after all 

Job has lost nearly everything in his life while God watched and said nothing for so long. Of course, God is not 

afraid! I give you two reasons why. First, if Job truly sought to replace God and be God, he would condemn himself. 

Remember the challenge God gave (v. 12)- “Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low.” Second, and more 

importantly, God gives Job this challenge, as stated by Alden, “to bring Job to the logical conclusion that the same 

God who created and controls the universe is and must be the Savior and Lord. 
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Did you know that God still meets sinners at the ash heap? John 1 tells us “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 

his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth (Jn. 1:1, 14). The writers of Hebrews 

described Christ as the One “appointed heir of all things,” the One who “made the worlds, Who being the brightness 

of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 

himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” (1:2-3). While the glory of God has been 

revealed in creation, God so chose to reveal His ultimate glory in sending His Son to save sinners. Like Job, we need 

God to meet us in the ruins of our lives knowing, that as we call out to Him, He not only rules the entire universe but 

still loves each of us on a personal level.  

 

Much like how wisdom called out to the world is Proverbs 8, Jesus pleads with us to respond to Him. In Him 

alone are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). Because of those truths, Paul 

writes in 1 Corinthians 1 and describes Jesus Christ as wisdom. Notice verses 28-31. 

God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of Him 

you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.  

Like Job, we must remember that you can boast or trust in your own power, popularity, position, or possessions 

in the presence of God. Jesus, however, is your wisdom, for He not only rules over all the universe but came to 

be your “righteousness… sanctification… redemption.” Because of Jesus and His death for sinners on the cross, 

sinners can be made righteous. You can be completely forgiven of your sins (past, present, and future). Because 

of Jesus and His presence within His disciples, believers are sanctified. You can be set apart from sin and set 

apart for the Lord’s work. Because of Jesus and His victory over the grave, He guarantees a sure redemption. 

You can rest in the fact that nothing can remove you from God’s specific and magnificent purpose for your life.  

As we close tonight, I ask you a simple question: what is your need for wisdom- for Christ? For some of you, it 

may involve you finally responding to the gospel to be saved from sins and raised to a new life for eternity. For 

some of you, it may be finally recognizing the glory of God in and around your life to where you are left 

speechless in awe and wonder. For some of you, it may be finally rejoicing in the fact that your entire life is 

wrapped up in the identity of Jesus is, to where everything about your life is different. Whatever the case, you 

have an opportunity to respond to God’s wisdom and to Jesus Christ.  

 

 


