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Session 5: The Lordship of Christ- Worldview in the Classroom (January 8, 2020 Fusion) 

Welcome to Fusion: Decade Night! Find the Book of Colossians in your Bible. We have been 

working our way through this book and discussing the Lordship of Christ. In chapter 1, Paul 

outlines his relationship with a historical church of young believers in Colossae. He knows they 

are growing and he is thankful for what God is doing in and through them.  

Paul, though, is also a realist. He knows these Christians are always in danger of losing their 

perspective and being deceived into following falsehood that will ultimately take them away 

from the gospel. So, what's his message to them? Beginning in verse 15, he provides one of, if 

not the, most clear and exalted description of Jesus anywhere in Scripture. (READ 1:16-17) 

It is here that we see the central message of the book: Jesus is the Creator, Savior, and Sustainer 

of everything!  

In the closing verses of chapter 1 and beginning parts of chapter 2, Paul describes his motivation 

in ministry. He labors, regardless of the costs and consequences, so that these believers will 

reach full Christian maturity, where Jesus is their true treasure. He wants them to realize their 

access to Jesus’ full riches- “the hope of glory” (1:27). The hope of glory is to be what motivates 

the Colossians to continue in faithfulness and grow in what they have been taught. It will only 

come, however, when their focus matches what is described in chapter 3. (READ 3:1-3)  

How can these believers evaluate their progress? Paul continues with a list of descriptions that 

will characterize their living: holiness, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, 

forgiveness, love, peace, and thankfulness. Ultimately, the Colossians will move beyond the type 

of confused living in which most Christians find themselves and begin to embrace a lifestyle that 

has Jesus as all, seeking to give Him glory in all things. (READ 3:17) 

For those of you who came to our Christmas service, I told you my 3 reasons for pursuing a 

study like this. They are some of the verses we read: Colossians 1:16, 1:17, and 3:17. In fact, I 

believe, Colossians 3:17 represents the single greatest problem and invitation for Christians 

today- especially teenage Christians. I believe nothing will change you or your school more than 

when you start to apply this verse. But there's the issue, right? Do you honestly seek to honor 

Jesus in everything that you do? Can you really say that Jesus is your all or are you foolishly 

separating Him from the day-to-day aspects of your life, all while wondering why you are not 

motivated?  

The issue is worldview. Your worldview matters! Your worldview is your philosophy of life, a 

system of thought that governs how you view everything. In other words, your worldview is why 

you do what you do. Worldviews shape beliefs; beliefs shape values; values shape choices; 

choices shape behaviors; and behaviors shape consequences, for you and for culture.  

Many Christians make a mistake in the first part of that process by living with a separated mind. 

Let me give you a quick illustration. Think of your worldview like a basket. This basket 

represents your point of view. The basket also holds your way of life. As you go through life, 

you make conclusions about the things or people you encounter and give them their own spot in 

your worldview. For most Christians, they have a daily life basket. What things go in here? They 

are daily life things: school, athletics, interests, relationships, plans for the future, etc. 

Additionally, most Christians have a Christianity basket. What things go in here? They are faith, 

eternal life, going to church, Bible reading, desire to share the gospel, plans to serve God, etc. 
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While we would say the Christian basket holds the most important things, we always live with it 

as smaller than the other basket. Why? It is because we reach into the daily life basket far more. 

The daily life basket has to be larger because we use it the most. After all, we need the daily life 

basket every day and only need the Christianity basket a few times during the week, if even that. 

As you put these baskets together to make one comprehensive worldview, an issue arises. When 

you seek to carry these baskets together, you force yourself into carrying one basket over the 

other. You can only focus on one basket at a time. Furthermore, the moment you operate with a 

basket, either to interact with something you have already seen or to add a new conclusion, you 

have place the other basket to the side. What you have done is effectively segmented your life by 

two ways of thinking that are independent of each other. When you live this way, your 

worldview is flimsy and will never provide you with a firm understanding of life or a lasting 

obedience to Christ.  

I’m asking you tonight to start ditching the baskets! A person's Christianity is not to have an 

on/off switch. Real, biblical Christianity seeps into every aspect of life. It's not just about what 

you learn in school but how the stuff you learn in school fits together with reality. It's not about 

going to school to go to college to get a good job; it's about discovering who God wants you to 

be and what He is calling you to do. It's not about going to school to be a good student and going 

to church to be a good Christian; it's about your desire to be transformed into a “vibrant, 

confident [disciple]” in order to “penetrate our culture with a Christian worldview and the gospel 

of Christ.”
1
 
 
 

Every Christian must wake up to the words of Jesus in Matthew 22:37. Jesus says the greatest 

commandment is to love the Lord with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind. We are to be wholly devoted to Him from every angle: in our emotions, by our actions, 

and through our intellect. So, if you have any desire to be that way, you have to be committed to 

distinctive, disciplined, vigorous Christian thinking that will qualify you to shape culture instead 

of having culture always shape you.  To make it simple, you need a biblical, Christian 

worldview that “offers a new way of thinking, seeing, and doing, based on a new way of 

being.”
2
  That was Paul’s heart for the Colossians, and that is my heart for you. 

As we start a new year, I am praying that God will provide you with a fresh understanding and 

fresh start in your obedience to this verse. Our Fusion services for the rest of this school year will 

feel a little different. I will be sharing Scripture but not in the same way as before. In the past, 

I've been "preaching." Now, I want to focus on "teaching." The true test of my success as a 

student pastor is not how many students I can get to show up to a service or how many students 

make a certain decision. My standard is based on what you do away from here. We worship here, 

but you also worship out there. So, my burden is to see you transform as a student, and the first 

way I want to help you is to show you how to connect what you are learning at school to the 

Lordship of Christ. So, I want to get practical with seeing history through a biblical worldview. 

For all that to happen, I have to consistently help you move from contradiction to consistency.  
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As we transitioned into 2020, many went to social media to post their best pics of the decade. 

Sports networks reviewed their top moments over the last 10 years. If you asked people if we are 

in a new decade, most would probably respond with, "yes." But are we really in a new decade or 

do we have to wait till 2021? Mathematically, the first decade AD was not completed until the 

end of AD 10, after which the second decade started at year 11. Fast forward to our day, that 

means the new decade doesn't start till next year. If we follow that reasoning, however, that 

means that the '60s includes 1970. Even worse, the '90s would include the year 2000. Logically, 

the new decade starts next year, but, culturally, we celebrate a new decade this year.  

How important is that debate? It is not very important even though there is a contradiction. What 

is far more important is how you see all of history together. Whether there is a contradiction or 

not will have a profound impact on you. Let me just go ahead and let you in on a massively 

important truth. You always have the freedom to pursue your own beliefs, but you will never 

have the freedom to avoid the consequences of those beliefs. This issue shows up all too often 

when people, especially teenagers (which includes Christian teenagers) never understand another 

important truth: nothing is neutral. Specifically, for all of you tonight, that means everything you 

ever interact with at school is coming at you with a particular worldview. The way in which a 

subject is taught, the ways in which you are instructed to think about it, and the way you are 

assessed with you successful you are in toward that end, all come from a particular point of view. 

Unless you are a part of an education system that has Jesus Christ at the center of everything, 

then all that you are being taught is just a fragment of the reality available to you when you see 

all truth as God's truth!   

Anytime we diminish or dismiss the Christian worldview from any academic discipline, we 

remove any certainty of knowledge. As described by one educator, “This is the awful price of 

fallen man’s independence from God: the loss of objective truth and meaning to his 

experiences… There can be no objective foundation for knowledge or a true basis for human 

learning apart from the eternal Rock of Ages- the Alpha and Omega- who first established the 

universe and our manner of knowing it.”
 3

 By the way, that is why the Bible says “the fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7) and why only “the fool says in his heart 

‘There is no God!’” (Ps. 14:1). 

That is the major difference between biblical Christianity and every other worldview: the starting 

point. Christianity claims that there exists a God beyond the created order who created all things 

with purpose and the ability to fulfill its intended design. The first humans were not ignorant, 

primitive cavemen, randomly produced by a slow evolutionary process but intelligent and 

intuitive people equipped by God with all the mental faculties necessary to function and flourish. 

In rejecting biblical truth, the unbeliever has to hold the position that “man [is] nothing more 

than a higher order of matter in motion, when means even his thoughts, [desires], and cherished 

beliefs are likewise physical/chemical side effects.”
4
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But do unbelievers actually live consistently to that message? No! They assume purpose, values, 

and meaning. What’s the result? “The unbeliever ‘lives and moves’ within an intellectual 

framework – stolen from Christianity- yet employed against the very One who makes logic, 

reason, and morality possible.”
5
  In short, they contradict what they believe by the how they live. 

What is true of them is also true for all of you: the proof of rebellion is contradiction. You may 

believe the right things, but are you really consistent? Unless you can look at every area of your 

life tonight and say you are fully lining up with Matthew 22:37 and Colossians 3:17, then there is 

still some kind of rebellion going on, whether you recognize or not. How can you start moving 

from contradiction to consistency? That’s where we will pick up when I come back.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Earlier I told all of you to ditch the baskets. That only helps when I give you something to take 

their places. So, now think of a box. I want your worldview to be like this box. This box has 

some very defined edges; your worldview needs some defining edges. This box has a firm 

bottom to it; your worldview needs to have a solid foundation. Ultimately, this is not a daily life 

box or even a Christianity box. This is a “JESUS IS ALL” box like the life Paul describes in 

Colossians 3:9-10. 

What would be nice is if this box was bigger, just like how it would be nice if your worldview 

was more sophisticated and comprehensive. But, at least this box is a starting point. A lot of you 

just need a starting point. Let’s start with getting one thing right in this box: history. How does a 

biblical worldview provide the foundation and defined edges on your understanding of history? 

If we can get some of that right, you can begin the process of growing this box and moving into a 

life that actually models consistency for “JESUS IS ALL.” 

There are some actions you can start taking tonight. When it comes to studying history, there 

first thing you need to do is connect the chronology. Seek to understand the historical 

context behind biblical stories, important figures, and the spread of Christianity. Perhaps 

the most effective way to do this is by asking certain questions. We will call these our Level 1 

Questions.
 6
 Take a look at them on the screen: 

 How do Bible stories like those of Joseph, Daniel, and Esther fit in time and history? 

 How did the spread of the gospel change as nations developed their empires? 

 How did the early church shape western civilization? 

 What is the significance of the often overlooked missionary movements and revivals? 

Not only is putting biblical stories in their historical context a necessity to properly understand 

Scripture, placing all events in context helps us see history as something far more than a 

collection of facts but as an avenue of glorifying God by having the full perspective. 
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Consider Level 2: trace the ideas. Seek to discover the impact that ideas have on people and 

events. Ideas always have consequences. Level 2 is similar to what we just discussed, but it leads 

us to some different questions. 

 What philosophies or ideas lay behind this historical event? 

 Does this event, though it is labeled “Christian,” actually reflect true Christianity? 

 How have secular ideas impacted the Christian church? 

 How have biblical ideas impacted the surrounding culture? 

These first two levels of thinking will lead you to some conclusions that you may have never 

realized. First, you will learn that Israel shaped ancient history.  Ancient nations of the Near 

East like Egypt and Assyria, the ancient world powers of the Babylonians, Persians, Romans, 

and Greeks all have major historical connections to the Jewish nation that was promised to 

Abraham and brought to fulfillment by the sons of Jacob. You might not hear it at school or on a 

university campus, but the “Old Testament is the most comprehensive and well-preserved 

document of the Ancient Near East.”
7
 What the Bible has for us in Genesis all the way to 

Malachi is not just Scriptural but historical.  

You will also come to the conclusion that Christianity shaped western history. One writer put 

it well, “The New Testament has been so influential in Europe and America that to be ignorant of 

its teachings actually makes one ignorant of Western history.”
8
 The teachings of Jesus to the 

Apostles to other historical thinkers like Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, and Calvin have to be 

included in the study of history if one has any desire get history right and deal with the issues in 

an informed way.   

What is amazing, though, is that unbelieving historians ask these same questions (good ones 

anyway). That’s why Christians need to interact with history at one more level. This level, more 

than any other, will change your understanding of history. What’s Level 3? Seek God’s heart. 

Get a glimpse of God’s faithfulness to all peoples and desire for all peoples throughout the 

ages.  Notice how the questions change. 

 How was God preparing His church through these events? 

 How did God use this event for the spread of the gospel? 

 How did God demonstrate His faithfulness in this area of history? 

 How should my life be different in light of this event? 

When we add God’s heart into the discussion, we finally start seeing history for what it is. These 

questions lead us to some more conclusions. First, we must realize that history is dependent on 

a value system. We don’t just want to know what has happened in the past; we want to learn 

from it! We must have a clear understanding of what is right and what is wrong and how we 

know the difference. These types of moral judgments require a biblical perspective that submits 

to God’s authority. 

When we start looking for God’s heart, we also learn that history is linear. Human history has a 

beginning and human history will have an end. Human history began at creation and will end, in 
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context of this world, when Jesus establishes a new heaven and new earth. Because we know the 

beginning and the end, we can trust the Lord, regardless of what our historical circumstances are. 

We keep talking about history, but really we are talking about something beyond ourselves. 

History is not random; history is God’s story. Wherever you want to slice history, you are 

looking into the plan of God, determined by Him before the foundation of the world. At every 

point along the way, God has been revealing Himself to sinners and redeeming sinners to 

Himself, first in the nation of Israel and now in the church.
9
  

This overarching plan is possible because the God of the Bible is omniscient and sovereign. God 

knows all things and has absolute control of all things. Psalm 33:15 says that God has fashioned 

our hearts and knows all that we do. David praises God in Psalm 139:16 that, before his birth -

when he was still unformed- all the days of his life were already recorded in God’s book. Paul 

says in Ephesians 1:11 that all things work according to the counsel of God’s will. The writer of 

Hebrews 1:3 says God sustains the universe by the word of His power. Scripture leaves no doubt 

that our individual stories are a part of greater masterpiece where God is the Ultimate Author.  

Yet, those truths of God’s knowledge and control puzzle us. What is life if God knows it all and 

controls it all? That’s where we need to understand that nothing we do can ever dethrone God, 

but everything we do is our own choice. When we sin we are at fault, not because God made us 

to do it but because give into our own sinful desires (Jas. 1:13-14). We may say that God is the 

cause of all things, but we cannot separate that from the fact that we willingly make our own 

choices and inevitably fulfill His plan. We are not little pawns in the hands of a cruel strategist 

but image-bearers in the hands of a holy, glorious, loving Father.  

History is God’s story, but as we have seen in Colossians, everything (including history) is 

under the rule of Jesus. History is unified, not by an unconscious or undirected force but by a 

Person. We must keep Jesus as our focus in studying history because He is the point of it all.  

Our calendars operate based on the days of creation and our dating system centers on Jesus’ 

coming. Literally, His coming to earth is the central event of history. But even more so, his 

saving mission is the backbone of history. We Jesus in the Gospels as the Son of God cruelly 

executed on a cross for crimes He did not commit. Yet, Acts 2:23 reminds us that He willingly 

laid down His life and, while men were responsible, all the events happened according to God’s 

plan. This is why Jesus could look at the governor, Pilate, and say something extraordinary. 

Pilate interrogates Jesus but grows frustrated as Jesus will not answer his questions. Pilate tries to 

remind Jesus that he holds the authority to release Him if He would cooperate. That is when 

Jesus turns to him in John 19:11 and says, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it 

had been given you from above.” When we look at history from a biblical perspective, we see 

that Jesus coming to die for sinners “remains the singular event of the cosmos; it was the end of 

ancient history – its fulfillment now is the template for all events thereafter.”
10

 

 

I have given you three levels of questions to consider. By the way, I will work on making a 

resource for you where you can have those questions yourself. But I want to close now with the 

most important questions of all. If you truly want to understand history, seek God’s heart. If you 
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want to evaluate how well you know history, then ask “do I have a greater glimpse of God’s 

heart for the world?” And as you start asking that question, I believe you will move on to the 

last question: “do I have a greater heart for God’s world?”   

I believe Paul’s view of history motivated him to be a missionary. Find Acts 17 quickly, because 

I want to show you something. Paul is in Athens and sees altars throughout the city. One of them 

is inscribed with the phrase, “to the unknown god.” Paul then addresses the crowds and teaches 

them that he has the answer they all need. READ ACTS 17:23-27 & 30-31 

Notice what Paul is saying. He tells the Athenians that God guides history. He tells them that 

they have been made to seek Him. He tells them that, in their sin, they search for Him in 

darkness. He tells them that God has fully revealed Himself so that they can stop chasing the 

shadows but see the light of Jesus coming for them. And because God has orchestrated all these 

things, notice the last thing Paul says. He tells them that judgment is coming and the proof is in 

the resurrection of Jesus. 

If you really want to understand history then make sure you understand Acts 17:31. “[History] is 

a journey to the judgment seat of God, where Jesus Christ is Judge.”
11

 If you truly 

understand that, do you have a greater glimpse of God’s heart for the world? And, most 

importantly, do you have a greater heart for God’s world? 
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