
1 

 

Session 4: The Lordship of Christ- Worldview in the Classroom (December 4, 2019 Fusion) 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Welcome to Fusion: Christmas Edition. If you already 

have a Bible, find the Book of Colossians and chapter 3. If you do not have a Bible, let our 

leaders know so they can bring one to you.  

We have been studying the Book of Colossians to get a better glimpse of Jesus and His position 

as Creator, Savior, and Sustainer of everything. Responding to this reality of Him as Lord 

involves loving Him all the time in all of life with all of who we are. In Colossians, Paul is 

writing to young believers who are growing in the faith. He is aware of their spiritual 

development and continually lifts them up in prayer so that they will follow God’s magnificent 

and specific will. He agonizes in leading them to reach Christian maturity and benefit from all 

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ.  

Our last session together featured the beginning verses of Colossians 3 where Paul encourages 

believers to seek the things that are above, where Christ is. In other words, Christians are called 

to follow Jesus in such a way that He alone is the foundation of their lives and the object of their 

focus. Every Christian should be motivated live that way when he understands his position in 

relation to Jesus and the privileges that are enjoyed as a result. This is what Paul describes in 

verses 3-4: “you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 

life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” 

We ended last time by saying that we can be Christians overflowing in God’s purpose by 

anticipate what God has in store for us beyond redemption. If you know Jesus as Lord then you 

have a part in God’s plan for the end of time, you are secure in your relationship to Him, and you 

can seek and have confidence in all the treasures offered to you by God through Jesus.  

Look now at verse 5. The opening phrase points us right back to where we were. “Put to death 

therefore what is earthly in you.” For those who have been raised with Jesus (v. 1), set their 

minds on the things above (v. 2), have their lives hidden with Christ (v. 3), and await the 

complete fulfillment of God’s promise of glory (v. 4), they are now to live differently. The main 

reason they live different is because they are different. 

Notice the difference before Christ and after Christ as listed in verses 5-9. Lives of sexual 

immorality (v.5), impurity, passion, evil desire, covetousness, idolatry, things deserving God’s 

wrath (v.6), lifestyles apart from God (v.7), anger (v. 8), wrath, malice, slander, obscene talk, the 

old self and with its practices (v. 9) are all to be put away in exchange for something else. That 

something else is our focus in verse 10-11: “put on the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.” 

Paul uses this clothing metaphor of “put off” (v. 9) and “put on” (v. 10to point to the “decisive 

and drastic change brought by the cross and resurrection.”
1
 Christians are to actively shed their 

old identities and take up the new identify that matches the reality of Jesus as over all things and 

in all His people. Furthermore, the Christian must understand, according to verse 10, that this 
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new identity is being renewed in knowledge. That means that believers should exercise an 

“ongoing participation… as they become what they are already.”
2
 No longer is identity based 

primarily on ethnicity, traditions, or social status. The Christian’s understanding of himself flows 

from a continual heart of worship and a life that points to Jesus ruling all things  

Notice the next phrase in verse 12: “Put on then…” We will pick up here when I come back 

later, but notice the connection between these verses. It is the truth that your activity will follow 

your identity. What that means is what you do is determined by who you are. The Bible actually 

says something even stronger: what you do is because of whose you are. Either you belong to 

Christ and have a new life in Him or your master is the Devil and you live enslaved to your sin, 

being blinded from experiencing the glory of Jesus and what He has done for you.  

Before we wrap this time of study up, I want you to reflect with me on the significance of this 

truth- your activity will follow your identity. I want to illustrate the relevance of that statement 

with a table. Hopefully, you got to gather around the Thanksgiving table with family and friends 

recently. Many of you will likely do it again soon (Christmas is only 3 weeks away). This table, 

though, does not represent an eating place. I want you to consider this table as a meeting place. 

This table represents the sharing of ideas which drive the culture. The plates at this table are not 

for individual people necessarily but more so for ideas, worldviews, and philosophies that shape 

society. To earn a spot at the table, you have to play a part in the heartbeat of humanity.  

There was a time when Christianity sat at the head of the table. Church was a priority. Pastors 

were respected across communities. Theologians were recognized as the greatest thinkers of the 

time. But over the last 200 years, things changed.  

Advancements in science and technology led to the rise of skepticism. Religion and traditional 

moral values were no longer as relevant in the new modern age. Society was so rapidly changing 

that it went through a time of re-definition, identifying itself more on what was empirically 

proven to be true instead of what seemed to be outdated personal beliefs. As a result, 

Christianity’s seat at the table changed. It was no longer the driving force of culture. It was 

reduced a set of outdated views fighting for relevance.  

It was not long before our spot at the table was discarded entirely. One reason it was rejected is 

because the historical message of the Bible has convicting truths. Men in sin don’t want to be 

held accountable to God. I think, though, there was a second reason it was rejected; Christianity 

stopped showing up at the table. In a sincere attempt to preserve the truth of Scripture and 

maintain some level of purity from the world, Christians isolated themselves from culture and 

only interacted with society by critiquing everything going wrong and condemning all involved. 

Then the table changed again. When the truth of Scripture was rejected, culture soon turned 

away from objective truth as a whole in the post-modern era. Within the last 50 years (the lives 

of your parents), the key question of society shifted from “can you prove it?” to “who knows 

what is true?” This marked the time when organized religion was replaced with personal 

spirituality. A person does not have to submit themselves to big, grand ideas. Who is to say those 
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can be trusted? Why trust those guys who wrote Scripture or history? Those things may be true 

for a certain group of people, but it doesn’t mean they are true for me. As a result, the table no 

longer had seats. Life and truth moved from a dinner table to a buffet where you could walk by 

and pick whatever combination seemed right for you.  

Then the table changed again. Once the foundation of truth was rejected, we were left with a 

broken table. Oh sure, there is the sharing of ideas, but it’s not based on reason, facts, proof, or 

evidence. It is all a mess and some people wonder how it all got here.  

Our current culture is one that is post-truth. This is your generation. You are growing up in a 

world that does not ask “can you prove it?” or “who knows what is true?” but “forget truth, what 

do I like?” Nowadays, people don’t care if something is right or wrong. The only standard is how 

they feel about it.  

The mantra today is “what I want determines what I do and what I do determines who I am.” The 

Bible message, though, how always been “what I do is determined by who and whose I am. The 

first lesson tonight for you is simple, if you are different, then live different. What does being 

made different by Christ look like? We will consider that when we come back after singing.*** 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Earlier we looked at what the Christian is to put off based on his new identity. Beginning in 

Colossians 3:12, Paul describes what the Christian is to put on. How can you know whether you 

are living with Christ as your all? We do not have time to elaborate on all these verses, but notice 

the simple teaching in verses 12-17 (read). 

What is affected by having Christ as your all? The first descriptions Paul provides deal with how 

you treat and value others. Look at the list of the words in this section that focus on others: 

compassionate hearts (v. 12), kindness, humility, meekness, patience, bearing (v. 13), forgiving, 

love (v. 14), perfect harmony, peace (v. 15).  

In every section we are reminded of the fundamental reasons why we care to display this God 

type of love. In verse 12, we are called God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved. God’s compassion 

toward us in our helpless condition as sinners drives the unconditional love we should display in 

full to those around us. In verse 13, we are called to bear and forgive as the Lord has forgiven us. 

How can we harbor hatred, resentment, and bitterness toward someone who has wronged us 

when we have been forgiven of so much by God? Notice also verse 15: we are called to pursue 

peace because Jesus is the One who rules, and He alone brings unity where man would otherwise 

be divided. Having Christ as your all will change the way you treat and value others. 

Verses 15-16 point to a second reality. Having Christ as your all will also change the way you 

thank and worship God. “Be thankful” is the command at the close of verse 15. Verse 16 extends 

thankfulness beyond our private lives and into the life of the church. When God’s people have 

Christ as their all individually it will lead to a thriving community of believers who worship in 

such a dynamic way that it piques the interest of others. Thankfulness is what drives teaching 

one another, encouraging one another, and singing with one another- both audibly and with the 

condition of our hearts. So, let me make this clear: our student ministry will not and cannot 
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thrive until each of us individually pursues Jesus as everything with everything, and that starts 

with you personally being thankful. 

I could go on and on above those first two areas of Christian living: love and thankfulness. 

Honestly, though, those are not really the focus of our study tonight or the whole idea of this 

school’s Fusion theme. I will let you in on a secret. When I planned to teach on the Lordship of 

Christ back in August, I picked the Book of Colossians as our foundation primarily because of 3 

verses. The first 2 are Colossians 1:16-17- “For by Jesus all things were created, in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities- all things 

were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 

together.” The third verse is Colossians 3:17- “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

This verse represents, in my mind, the single greatest problem and invitation for Christians 

today- especially teenage Christians. If young Christians will get this verse right, they will be 

society shapers and culture creators, providing the heartbeat for humanity. But this verse begs 

several questions. Do you honestly seek to honor Jesus in everything that you do? Is He your 

focus when you are in the classroom, in the car, on the court, at our church, and with your 

comrades? Do you honor Him with your cash, by your choices, and with your character? Can 

you really say that Jesus is your all or are you foolishly separating Him from the day-to-day 

aspects of your life and struggling with why you are not motivated?  

I gave you a simple phrase earlier. Your activity will follow your identity. There is a second 

truth: your energy will follow your evaluation.  

It’s always been hard for me to pick favorites. If you asked me my favorite movie, I would not 

have a clear answer. I love too many to pick a favorite. If you asked me my favorite food, I 

would not have a clear answer. I love too many to pick a favorite. Now, if you asked me 

something more specific, like my favorite chicken sandwich, I would probably now say Popeye’s 

instead of Chick-fil-A. The same goes with music. I have no idea how to pick a favorite song, 

but I do have a favorite Christmas song. It is one I am sure you have all heard and could even 

sing a little. If I was a gambling man (which I am not), I would bet all my money in the bank that 

none of you love this song anywhere close to how much I do. My favorite Christmas song is 

Little Drummer Boy. I’ve got the lyrics for you on the screen.  

This song has been remade countless times and in countless ways, but hardly ever do people 

catch its message. The song begins with the wise men inviting a little boy to journey with them 

and celebrate the birth of the new king. The men are bringing tremendous gift but about all the 

little boy has is a drum and, as they journey along, he plays it- pa rum pum pum pum, rum pum 

pum pum. When the little boys arrives in Bethlehem, he looks upon baby Jesus for the first time 

and discovers something terrifying; he has no gift to bring that is worthy for a king! No doubt in 

shame he bows his head but eventually works up the confidence to ask Mary if he can play his 

drum for Jesus. Mary nods “yes”, the animals surrounding the manger keep the beat, and the boy 

plays his drum- pa rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum. 

The last part of the song always gets me. The boy continues to play and he plays his best for 

Jesus. The song ends with the boy noticing that Jesus is smiling.  
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I did not know until recently that there was a Christmas TV special entitled “Little Drummer 

Boy.” It was first aired back in 1968 and features the same stop-animated style as the classic 

“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.” You can find the full version on YouTube now. Based, on 

the song, the movie blends biblical elements of the Nativity events with an original story of a boy 

named Aaron.  

Aaron grows up as shepherd boy and is blessed with loving parents. For his birthday, his parents 

get him a drum that he can hang around his neck and play. The drum represents such an 

incredible gift of love that Aaron’s drumming produces something magical. The local animals 

dance to the beat of his drum! Aaron spends his days working with his family and playing with 

his 3 best friends: a donkey, camel, and lamb.  

One night bandits come to steal the family’s sheep. As Aaron’s father goes to check on the 

commotion outside, the bandits kill him. Aaron’s mother, understanding what just happened, 

sends Aaron out the back window and tells him to run away to safety. The next scene shows his 

house being burned down while his mother was still inside.    

Aaron promises to stay away from people because of the rage and hatred in his heart. He is soon 

captured and manipulated a local entertainer who wants to use him and his animals to make a lot 

of money as multitudes of people have gathered in Jerusalem to pay their taxes. When that plan 

fails, the master notices a traveling caravan off in the distance- it is the wise men! Due to such a 

long journey of following the star from the East, one of their camels is unable to carry their gifts 

and travel out to Bethlehem. Aaron’s master sees an opportunity to make money and sells 

Aaron’s camel at a high price.  

The wise men leave and Aaron ventures off on his own to catch up with them. He knows they 

were following a star. So, with all his energy, he runs to Bethlehem to reclaim one of his only 

friends. Once he arrives outside the town, he notices a great many shepherds gathering together 

around a stable. He walks in to see what is going in and then something unexpected occurs. I 

want you to see how the song is incorporated in the final minutes of the film. (Play Video) 

I know that scene does not come from the Bible. I know the wise men were not at the manger. I 

know Jesus did not magically heal animals as a baby. But there is still something special about 

that closing scene.  

The most important thing you need to remember tonight is the moment when Aaron makes that 

humble walk toward the manger, for that moment is a picture of you and me.  

Worshipers of Jesus (like the magi) compel their neighbors (like the drummer boy) to 

consider Jesus — to come and see him, as it were. And when the neighbors do, if they 

would believe, a moment happens when they realize their bankruptcy is exposed. They 

see Jesus and comprehend his glory, and then they look at themselves: “But I am broken. 

I am empty and poor. I’ve got nothing to bring this King that even comes close to 

representing the honor that is due him. All I have is this drum… What in the world could 

ever be enough for this King?” We’ve just got this drum, so “do you want that? Do you 

want this stupid drum?” And He says, Yes, bring your nothing, play the drum. 
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And so we play it for him, and we play our best for him, declaring that we are small, that 

we are weak, that He doesn’t need us in the least, but that with all that we are, with every 

little speck of nothing we have, we are giving it to Him… We know that this King has no 

lack, that he doesn’t need anything, but that we, because of Him, are absolutely, 

completely, wonderfully his: me and my drum — all His.
3
 

Your energy will follow your evaluation. You being motivated enough to offer all your nothing 

to Jesus only comes when you properly value Him in spite of yourself and then value yourself in 

Him. Understand, “Paul here forces us to examine every detail of our lives to identify the true 

object of worship. Through acts of thanksgiving, we are called to repent and return to the one 

who alone deserves our worship and adoration.”
4
 

Let’s close with this final truth: since you bring nothing, then give everything. Where are you 

in the story of the little drummer boy? Maybe you are here tonight and you are like the greedy 

master, manipulating your way through life and ultimately missing out on the glory of Christ 

because you are satisfied with things that truly have no value. Maybe you are here tonight and 

for the first time you see yourself as the drummer boy, poor, hopeless, and helpless apart from 

Christ with nothing to bring yet ready and willing to give him all of your nothing in honor of 

Him. Or, take the wise men. Maybe there is one of you here who has, through great sacrifice, 

journeyed far and grown much in your worship of Jesus, but you need the motivation this 

Christmas to invite others to come along and witness the glory of the King.  
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