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Session 3: The Lordship of Christ- Worldview in the Classroom (November 6, 2019 Fusion) 

Welcome to Fusion: Camo Night. Camo will serve us well this evening because we are on the hunt 

for meaning and clarity in developing a biblical worldview. Our camo is also necessary, however, 

because we are in a battle of ideas. In this first teaching session, we will see Paul's heart for us to be 

unyielding soldiers, firm and steady in our faith. In the second teaching session later, we will see 

Paul's heart for us to be trusting disciples, thankful and joyful in our hope. If you already have a 
Bible, turn to Colossians 2. If you do not have a Bible, let our leaders know so they can bring one.  

We have been studying the Book of Colossians to get a better glimpse of Jesus and His position as 

Creator, Savior, and Sustainer of everything. Responding to this reality of Him as Lord involves 

loving Him all the time in all of life with all of who we are. Paul is talking to young believers who 

are growing in the faith. He is aware of their spiritual development and continually lifts them up in 

prayer so that they will follow God’s magnificent and specific will. His love still goes beyond that. 

He agonizes in leading them to reach Christian maturity and benefit from all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge hidden in Christ (2:3).  

We pick up now in verse 4 where Paul explains why he wants the believers in Colossae to know his 

motivation. Take a look at verses 4-5: "I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible 

arguments. For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good 

order and the firmness of your faith in Christ." Paul knows that these growing believers are 

susceptible to error any time they take their eyes off the truth. They need to be aware that there are 
many who seek to cheat, deceive, and defraud through subtle tactics.  

Rather than remaining fearful at the possibility that his efforts to disciple these believers will go 

away, he rejoices at the reality of them being in "good order" and having "firmness." The word Paul 

uses for order or discipline comes from a word that means sequential arrangement. The idea is like 

that of an ordered army, where every soldier is ready to serve and obey commands. The second 

description, "firmness," describes a solid body holding its ground against all odds. With this hope, 

Paul envisions a group of Christians "immovable against the impact of the enemy's charge... [with] 
the order and steadiness of a trained and disciplined body of troops."1 

Make sure you notice the last part of verse 5. Paul describes this order and firmness with an added 

detail: "rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ." In Christ is the 

most important part. "In Christ" is the heartbeat of this letter. Paul is writing to "the saints and 

faithful brothers in Christ" (1:2). He labors to "present everyone mature in Christ" (1:28). In Christ 

God has revealed His mystery (2:2). Now, Paul longs to see them develop in their standing and 

relationship with Jesus. The focus is not on their own discipline or strength of faith but on the object 
of their faith, Christ, who is the anchor of their lives.2  

Let's look at the next section. Paul describes what it looks like to focus on Christ for the sake of 
growing in Him. I need someone to read verses 6-8. 

This section is aimed at all those who have received Jesus- all who have begun a new life by being 

made new in Him. Back in chapter 1, Paul described how Jesus made peace by His blood through 
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His sacrifice on the cross. He has the power to those who were once "alienated and hostile in mind, 

doing evil deeds" and treating them as "holy and blameless and above reproach before him" (1:21). 

As a result, the Colossians are called to “walk in Him” (2:6). This call to live in Christ shows that 

trusting Jesus as Savior marks only the beginning of the life God has for us. There should be, then, a 

desire in the heart of every Christian to have Jesus build upon the foundation of truth that has already 

been laid. This leads us to our first point tonight: to be Christians overflowing in God’s purpose, 

we must make sure that we call our Christianity is genuinely Christian. There are 3 questions we 

should ask to help us assess and our faith and development based on Paul’s words in verses 7-8. 

Let’s ask the first question: does my Christianity line up with its beginning? Paul gives a list of 

phrases in verse 7, “rooted... built up... and established,” and then writes “just as you were taught.” 

Paul never teaches that trusting Jesus as Savior is a casual thing. Yes, it is simple but far from dull. 

The idea is that knowing Jesus extends far beyond a one-time decision to be saved. That one-time 
decision instantly changes a person’s eternity, but it should also be showing up in daily life. 

The phrases in verse 7 are similar to verses 10-12 from chapter 1. There Paul described how he was 

praying for the Colossians. He prays that what they have been taught to know and understand will 

result in transformed living. He wants them full of wisdom in God’s will to live in a worthy manner, 

bear fruit in good works, grow in their knowledge, be strong in His power, and endure with joy. That 

is what it means to walk in Christ.  

Is that your understanding of what it means to be a Christian or are you only satisfied with the one-

time decision of asking Jesus to save you? I do not want to minimize that decision at all but place it 

in its full context. The purpose of salvation is really not to get some eternity insurance card to protect 

you just in case you die unprepared. The purpose of salvation is to be made right with God and 
transformed by His grace. That certainly involves eternity; it also involves today! 

The second question comes from the last phrase of verse 7, “abounding in thanksgiving.” To make 

the verse even simpler, replace the word “abounding” with “overflowing.” This leads us to question 

#2: does my Christianity give glory to God? In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Paul told another group of 

Christians how they are to follow God’s will; “give thanks in all circumstances… this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you.” Thankfulness is a key part of being in God’s will. And there is certainly 

so much for which we are to be thankful. Paul describes his own thankfulness 1:3-8. He is thankful 

for what God is doing in the lives of these believers. He is thankful the love that they are showing. 

He is thankful the hope that is secure in heaven for them. He is thankful that they have heard the truth 

and know God’s word. To boil it all down to one statement, Paul is thankful for the gospel. Oh, and 

don’t forget that Paul is in chains as he writes this letter! 

Walking in Christ does not only involve continual growth but ongoing thankfulness. Ask yourself, 

“Am I overflowing with gratitude? Can you say of yourself, “I am abounding in thanksgiving?” Do 

you see the effects of the gospel in and around your life or are you so consumed and overrun with 
negativity and bitterness toward your circumstances?  

We are talking about developing your worldview here. How you view the world is greatly shaped by 

how you see your own life. Do you see your life as some part you have to act out where you put on a 

mask to hide the real issues? Do you see nothing but brokenness around you to where you have no 

hope for the future? Or, do you see your life as secure in the hands of God to where, even in 

difficulty and despair, you know He can be trusted because you know Him? Does your Christianity 
seek to give glory to God or are you making everything about yourself?  
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Verse 8 leads us to the last question and the close of our first session: does my Christianity center 

on Jesus? We already saw a warning in verse 4. Paul wants the Colossians to not be deluded with 

plausible arguments. Here, the language is much stronger- “see to it that no one takes you captive.” 

Taking captives seems strong enough but Paul’s language really has in mind someone like a slave-

raider who steals away the bodies and souls of his victims.3 This picture, connected to what we have 

already seen, is a warning that all believers must stay away from enslaving error. Of course, that begs 

the question: what kind of error can enslave the Christian? The answer is anything that challenges the 

supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus! Anything you believe that takes your eyes off Jesus and steals 

your affections for Him will drag you away in chains from the truth. 

A lot of people have studied Colossians trying to understand what the specific false teaching was that 

was being spread in Paul’s day. That is a difficult to answer, but we do have some clues. Based on 

Paul’s words in the rest of chapter 2, it seems that Christians were being challenged by error in many 

levels. Some taught that the gospel was not enough and that the truly intellectual person needed to 

pursue his own philosophy to find truth. Some labored to find meaning in make-believe spirits of the 

universe. Some sought to impose circumcision as necessary for salvation. Some tried to make 

Christianity about following a set of laws. Some twisted the truth about angels and began to worship 

them. Whatever the case, Paul says every Christian is to be aware and defend themselves from all 
such attacks. We are not to be swayed by anything “not according to Christ.” 

J.P. Moreland (who I have mentioned before) stated, “We must recapture our intellectual heritage if 

we are to present to… a post-Christian culture a version of Christianity rich and deep enough to 

challenge the dehumanizing structures and habits of thought of a society gone mad…A church 

incompetent cannot effectively be a church militant. And make no mistake, like it or not, we 

are in a war for the hearts, minds, and destinies of men and women all around us.”4  

What is most devastating about falling into error is not just the destruction that follows but what is 

missed. Tonight’s message is not “stay away from the bad” so much as “pursue what is good.” Yes, 

Paul encourages every Christian to pursue a life centered on Jesus because it avoids harmful 

teaching, but there is so much more! Paul does not want these believers to miss out on what they 

have in Jesus. “Once the Colossians understand their position of privilege in Christ, it is 

inconceivable that they will want to look elsewhere than to Christ for spiritual satisfaction.”5 That is 

my same goal for all of you and I want to help you some more when we come back for round 2.  

Tonight is Camo night and camo is good for battle. Some of you, though, may be trying to 

camouflage yourself from Christ or even camouflage your relationship with Him from others. To the 

first group, rest assured that there is nowhere to hide. Jesus knows you and He is not surprised by 

your sin. You have the opportunity to come to Him as He stands ready to pour out His grace. To the 

second group, why hide what God has done in your life from others? You are not loving those who 

need to know Him, but you are risking becoming enslaved by your own error. Stop trying to add a 

little Jesus to your life and let Him become your life. These next 3 songs do an excellent job of 

reminding us of these truths. I invite you to join in singing as we continue to worship. *** 
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*** In our first session we talked about the need to be properly equipped for battle. Certainly camo 

can help with that. On this second round, however, we will consider a different use. Outside of 

soldiers equipping themselves in camo for an assignment, where else is camo used? How many 

of you consider yourself hunters? You may not be an outdoors type of person, but we all are on the 

hunt tonight for meaning and clarity in our worldviews. Find Colossians 3 in your Bible. I need 

someone to read verses 1-4.  

I stressed a statement earlier that we will add to now: to be Christians overflowing in God’s 

purpose, we must make sure that we call our Christianity is genuinely Christian. We should 

check if our lives are lining up with the truth of what we believe. We should check if we are giving 

glory to God. Also, we better check if we are centered on Jesus or being enslaved by error.  

Unfortunately, the more advanced and technological we become the more it seems we ignore God. 

We have such a destructive tendency to try and replace Him with our own desires, thoughts, and 

plans. We can put to our sin nature as the cause, but we are too casual with sin too often. It is 

inexcusable and despicable that we would ever refuse Him and try to replace Christ with other things.  

This is why Paul stresses what he does in verses 1. The Christian, who has been changed by the truth, 

should have a radically different way of thinking. Paul says that all who have been raised with Jesus 

and to seek things above where He is. The phrase “raised with Christ” means resurrected together. 

Because of Jesus’ resurrection and victory over death, the Christian has a new life and, as a result, a 

new of life. From now on, he is to set His mind on the things above. Everything should be viewed in 

the context of eternity and the rule of Jesus on the throne of God. To put it simply, Christians live for 

more this than world because they know there is more that matters.  

Verse 2 emphasizes the same truth again: “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 

are on earth.” This involves active concentration in the present. The Christian is to keep seeking, 

keep setting, keep directing his thoughts and attentions to the things above which are tied to Jesus.  

Having a desire for the things of Christ will lead the Christian into an important balance of not 

pursuing the things of the world but using the things of the world. Nowhere in Scripture are you 

commanded to avoid your daily responsibilities in some misguided effort to be spiritual. Our primary 

concern should be how the things in our daily life fit into the things above where Jesus is. The 

question is what do you value most? Do you care for the things of this world because everyone else 

does too or do you care about in front of the backdrop of eternity? The Christian who seeks to honor 

Jesus and set his mind of Jesus will use of the things of this world in a new way, will pursue serving 

instead of getting, and will base his standards on what God says instead of man.6  

When you live like that, you will be noticed. Not just because you are different but because you are 

normal. I know that sounds like a weird thought. Let me explain. To be Christians overflowing in 

God’s purpose, we must know what it means to live a truly normal life. How you are to live is 

based on who you were made to be. Who were you made to be? First of all, you were made as the 

central object of God’s creative purpose. When God created this world, he made it to be a perfect 

environment for man and the creation of man is set apart from the creation of every other thing.  
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Second, you were made in God’s image for others and eternity. Scripture teaches that man was 

made uniquely in the image of God and for a personal relationship with Him that would last forever. 

God Himself, in a sense, became the pattern for how we were made as persons. This does not mean 

we were made similar to God physically, but we were made with knowledge of ourselves, morality, 

others, and the things of God. We were made for relationships of fellowship, love, communication, 

and participation. These realties are at the very beginning of the nature of humanity. 

Third, you were created to enjoy ultimate freedom in obedience to God. When God created man 

as woman as His image bearers, He gave them a beautiful balance in which they could live. They had 

a commission and His blessing to tend to creation, exercise authority over the rest of the created 

world, and engage in intimacy to reflect the goodness of God. All of this was set in the context of 

following His commands. Man was to stay away from one tree within the Garden of Eden. As long 

as Adam and Eve and their descendants followed God’s instruction, they would have an ever 

increasing enjoyment of paradise in perfection with God and each other.  

We, however, know the rest of the story. Adam and Eve’s refusal to obey God marred the beauty of 

God’s creation and broke the relationship between God and man. It is important to note that all of us, 

as a result, are sinners, but that does not make sin normal. Sin is universal, not normal; what is 

normal is righteousness, the life demonstrated to us in Jesus- the life we were made to enjoy apart 

from sin.7 To give you a clearer definition, “what is normal for a human being is what Christ said and 

did.”8 Or, as Paul would say it, if a Christian wants to live a normal life he must seek Christ.  

Verses 3 and 4 add something even better than normal to the discussion. Let me give you the final 

point for tonight: to be Christians overflowing in God’s purpose, we must anticipate what God 

has in store for us beyond redemption.  

Paul tells you why you should care about seeking the things of Christ: “For you have died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God.” As before when we talked about being raised with Jesus, believers 

have, in a sense, died as a part of Jesus’ death on the cross. This concept is stated by Paul is Galatians 

2:20 when he says, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 

in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me.” The puzzling phrase is where Paul says “your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

When Paul describes the Christian being hid in Christ, we can describe it in a few ways. First, it 

means you have a part in God’s plan for the end of time. God, by His grace, taking you from 

death to life in Jesus associates you with all that God plans to do in the future. There will be a day 

where God makes everything right and establishes His perfect rule of all things. When that happens, 

you will be there!  

Second, to be hidden with Christ means you are secure in your relationship to Jesus. No one has 

the right or strength to remove your salvation. If you have a personal walk with Jesus then you have a 

guarantee of glory. Look at verse 4: “When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 

with Him in glory.” There is also a day coming when the Jesus you know as Savior will be fully 
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revealed as the King of Kings. And when that time comes for Him to return in all His glory, the 

beauty and glory of your relationship with Him will be also fully revealed and realized.   

What does it mean for your life to be hidden in Christ? Last, but certainly not least, you can seek 

and have confidence in all the treasures of God’s mystery. I had all of you sign your name on the 

foam board pieces when you came in. They are simple and covered in cheap paint, but they represent 

something of incredibly value. You see, every single one of you (whether your name is here or not) 

has your life contained by what is represented on these pieces. When you turn them the right way, 

they look like checkmarks (✓). The beauty of the checkmark comes in considering the work of 

Christ on our lives. Every single person was created with value, purpose, and order according to 

God’s design. That is the first end of the mark. On these pieces, there is about a 5 inch drop to the 

bottom, but this represents our state of living due to sin. Only God knows the magnitude of how 

human beings have plummeted in sin away from sin.  

What follows, though, is the best part. According to Scripture, God’s plan of salvation in Jesus was 

not an afterthought. God did not dream up some last-effort rescue plan to bring us back to Him. On 

the contrary, God’s plan of redemption involves raising man higher than what he was in perfection at 

creation.9 It would be impossible for me to adequately capture the horrific drop from sin, but it is far 

more impossible for me to adequately capture the mark going back up due to God’s grace offered in 

Jesus. The mark going up would stretch far above my head, though the ceiling, past the clouds, and 

then beyond any quantifiable measurement in our universe.  

In Romans 8:20, Paul describes that “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.” What that 

means is that “grace (and its effects) is greater than sin and its effects. Therefore, what Jesus Christ 

obtained for His people in salvation is not merely what Satan took away from Adam. Through His 

death and resurrection, Christ bought that- and much more.”10 We could put it another way on the 

screen: “Even though what Adam lost was perfect, that wasn’t enough for grace. Grace will 

settle for nothing less than best. In Christ we shall obtain not only all that Adam had, but all 

that he might have had, but didn’t.”11 

As we wrap up our study tonight, I want you to reflect on how much Jesus is worth to you. Can you 

look at your life and say that you are a Christian overflowing in God’s purpose? In order to do that, 

you must first make sure that you call your Christianity is genuinely Christian. Have you actually 

responded to a life transforming gospel or have you trained yourself to simply play the part?  

To be a Christian overflowing in God’s purpose, you must also know what it means to live a truly 

normal life. Your purpose for living is not in what you typically seek. It is to seek Him.  

Finally, to be a Christian overflowing in God’s purpose, you must anticipate what God has in store 

for you beyond redemption. Do not be satisfied by believing a half gospel. That is not good enough 

for grace. God wants all of you for all of His glory. 

  

                                                 
9
 Jay E. Adams, A Theology of Christian Counseling: More Than Redemption, 174. 

 
10

 Ibid., 174-175. 

 
11

 Ibid., 182. 


