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Welcome to Fusion: Nerd Night! In our service, we will laugh together and at each other. More 

importantly, we will worship. This will include singing along with our praise team, but it will also 

involve worshipping God through an understanding of His word and His will. Just like last time, my 

plan is to introduce some things in our text and build a foundation for a deeper discussion later. If 

you already have a Bible, turn to Colossians 1. If you do not have a Bible, let our leaders know so 
they can bring one to you.  

You may not know this, but your generation is the topic of a lot of study. Parents, researchers, 

government agencies, and social media companies submit countless concerns, surveys, predictions, 

and solutions about your generation. University professors throughout the world are exploring a wide 

array of different topics: from bone health, to taking the pill, to unhealthy school lunches, to teen 

drinking depicted on shows, to career guidance, to safe online navigation, to cutting/suicide rates, to 

teen pregnancy, to how the smartphone has changed family time, and the list goes on. 

One recent study gave results regarding the greatest problems teens see among their peers.1 Anyone 

want to take a guess as to the number 1 listed problem identified by teens? Let's get nerdy with 

some statistics! 70% of the teens surveyed, between the ages of 13-17, identified anxiety and 

depression as a major problem. Bullying in various forms came out at 55% with drug addiction 

following closely at 51%. Even more interesting, the 70% average of anxiety and depression 

remained consistent across household incomes; whether the household makes $30,000 a year or 
$100,000 a year, anxiety was still the top listed problem.  

Within the anxiety and depression topic, the study continued to find the top contributing pressures. 

Anyone want to take a guess as to the number 1 pressure listed? 61% of teens say they feel 

tremendous academic pressure (getting good grades). Somewhat surprisingly, only 29% commented 

about pressure to look good and 28% on fitting in socially. Amidst the pressure, the study found that 

40% of teens experience boredom every to almost every day. Also, when asked about what would be 

important as an adult, 95% of teens identified having a career they enjoy would be very important 

while only 47% said the same about marriage. By the way, a study back in 2017 concluded that 70% 
of American adults are not satisfied in their careers.2  

Those stats may not seem important to you. They say a lot, though, when you consider some other 

results. Over the last 10 years or so, studies have found that, on average, 70% of young adults 18-30 

years old, who regularly came to church in high school, stop going by age 23.3 Of that same group, 

34% do not return by age 30. You put those percentages together, the trend of today is that 1 out of 
every 4 churched teens will either not come back to church at all or at least not till they are 30+.  

I want you to think through this conundrum with me. The facts are most teens see anxiety and 

depression as a major issue and identify that it comes from academics. Practically everyone works 

hard for the promise that their careers will be satisfying, only to later join the majority of adults who 

aren’t satisfied. Meanwhile, what should be bringing satisfaction - one's relationship with Christ- is 
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discarded as unimportant or at least not as a high enough priority anymore. Some would say these are 
all separate issues. I say they all go together due to a deeper problem.  

I mentioned in the last Fusion service a book I read years ago entitled Love God with All Your Mind 

by J. P. Moreland. In the book, he describes the ultimate reason why we see these issues today. He 

argues that we have lost our Christian mind when we split things of life into 2 categories: secular and 

sacred (public physical life and private spiritual life). What does that look like? Here are some 

examples. You are encouraged to use your mind to solve daily problems, interact with technology, 

make good choices about the future, but your faith and beliefs are only based on how you feel. You 

go to school and will eventually go to work to engage your mind and be productive, but you go to 

church just to engage your heart. You are pushed at school and by parents to study hard to score high 

on the ACT but asked in church to have a quiet time and pray in private. You plan to go to college to 

get a good job and try to go to church to be a good Christian. The two categories are there but 

separate. If that describes you, then you have lost your Christian mind or never had it. To make 
matters worse, most of the people that influence you (whether young or old) have the same issue.  

A person's Christianity is not to have an on/off switch. Real, biblical Christianity seeps into every 

aspect of life. It's not just about what you learn in school but where the stuff you learn in school fits 

together with reality. It's not just about going to college to get a job; it's about discovering what God 

wants you to do in life so that you can serve Him as Lord. It's not about going to school to be a good 

student and going to church to be a good Christian; it's about your desire to be transformed into a 

“vibrant, confident [disciple]” in order to “penetrate our culture with a Christian worldview and the 
gospel of Christ.”4 That should also be the goal. 

Due to advanced technologies now, scientists have been able to study the brain better than ever 

before. Researchers in the past assumed that the brain reached full development early in life, around 

the pubescent period. We now know that the brain continues to develop until the mid- to late-20’s. 

The awkward time that none of us like to talk about (puberty) is a major transition for so many 

reasons but specifically for brain development. There is a spike in neurons leading up to puberty 

followed by a pruning process. Around the age of 15, under-developed and unused neurons are 

eliminated to allow for the growth of new understanding. What does that mean? It means that God 

specifically made the teenage period of life to be a time of development and conclusions. We know 

your body’s physical changes in teen years have lasting effects for your adult life. The same is true 

for your mental life; how you discover, learn, and make conclusions now as a teenager - the 

worldview you solidify - influences you through adulthood. That is tremendously scary but 
tremendously exciting; it means you can develop now for a lifetime of vibrant faith.  

Carl Henry, an influential theologian and church leader within the last 50 years, stated it well: 

“Training the mind is an essential responsibility of the home, the [school], and the [church]. Unless 

evangelicals prod young people to disciplined thinking, they waste- even undermine- one of 

Christianity’s most precious resources.”5 I do not want to waste your time and I certainly do not 
want to undermine the life of vibrant faith that is available to you starting now.  

I know that was a lot in the way of an introduction, but I bring all that up to point us to Paul’s words 

here in Colossians 1. We looked at nearly the first half of the chapter last time. We saw that Paul is 

talking to young believers who are growing in the faith. We learned that Paul is aware of their 
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spiritual development and continually lifts them up in prayer so that they will follow God’s 

magnificent and specific will. Our main study came from verses 15-20 which discuss the position of 

Jesus as Lord. Jesus is the Creator, Savior, and Sustainer of everything. As a result, we must respond 

to His position as Lord by loving Him all the time in all of life with all of who we are.  

Beginning in verse 24, we get a deeper glimpse into Paul’s heart. We do not have time to cover 

everything through verse 29, but I want you to notice a few special things in our first discussion here. 

Verse 24 is crazy. Notice how it starts: “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake.” Paul is 

writing this letter from imprisonment. He is on house arrest awaiting a trial in Rome. He has suffered 

repeatedly because of his commitment to share the gospel. But notice the added detail here. Why is 

he able to rejoice? It is because he sees that his sufferings have a purpose; they are for the sake of 

other Christians. He adds more in the rest of the verse. He says he is filling up what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions for the sake of the church. In his relationship with Jesus, Paul is being led by God 

to suffer like Jesus. This suffering, however, is not random; it is for the benefit of the church- all 
those in the family of God. 

Verses 25-27 explain how Paul knows he can rejoice. Verse 25 gives us the first reason; Paul can 

rejoice because he is doing what God wants him to do. Notice he uses the word “stewardship.” What 

is his task? It is to “make the word of God fully known.” Verse 26 gives us the second reason; Paul 

can rejoice because what he is sharing is something that was once hidden and unknown but now 

revealed by God. Notice he uses the word “mystery” (more on that later). Verse 27 gives us the third 

reason; Paul can rejoice because those who now know this mystery can realize its effects. Notice the 

description “the riches of the glory.” What is this mystery that he has been describing? He has been 

stewarding it. It was not fully revealed in the past, but it is shown now. It contains the riches of God’s 

glory. What could it be? The answer is in verse 27. Can you find it? What is this mystery? It is 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  

There is something about Jesus and something about you that, if properly understood, will lead you 

into experiencing the hope of glory. Hope in the Bible is not wishful thinking. It is solid, rigid, 

unshakable confidence in what God has said. Here it describes the full expectation of glory, the 

future reality of all those who are in Christ that will be experienced forever and can be enjoyed now. 

We will investigate that a little more closely when I come back in the service. 

Before we end this time, I need someone to read Colossians 1:28-29. Verse 28 gives Paul’s purpose 

in ministry. What is his goal? It is to warn and teach with all wisdom that those who listen will be 

mature in Christ. The word “mature” means complete and fully developed. It does not describe 

someone who has Christianity as one aspect of their lives. It describes someone who is fully formed 

in honoring the Lord- a Christian who goes the distance and who lets Jesus rule over everything.          

Notice verse 29. With the goal of maturity in mind, Paul says he toils and struggles. He clings to the 

power of God working in his life because he knows what God can do in the lives of others. The 

Greek word Paul uses for “struggling” has a foundational word: ἀγωνίζομαι (agonizemi). We get our 

word “agony” from it. Make sure you understand this. Paul is saying that he willingly agonizes, 

whatever the cost, to see God transform others. His beatings are worth it! His sufferings have a point! 

His work is not in vain! What sustains him is the desire of seeing “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
We will pick up there a little later.  

Prayer: Transition to Songs 

****************************************************************************** 
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We are going to go back to Colossians but this time to chapter 2. Paul described a great mystery, the 

truth that was sustaining him in suffering, as “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” He talks more about 

it in Colossians 2:1-3. Look with me at verse 1. There’s that word “struggle” again. Paul agonizes 

and he wants people to know about it. He does not say this to draw attention to himself but the truth 

of what follows. What breaks my heart every time I read this verse is that Paul agonizes over people 

he has not even met. He has heard about them. He has written some letters to them. He may have 

traveled around the area a time or two, but so many of those who are reading his words are unknown 

to him. Although they may not know each other, they have the potential to know and experience 

something else if they under Paul’s message. God is giving Paul the strength to endure what seems to 

be insurmountable. As much as he personally clings to the divine power of God for strength, he 

wants all believers to cling to the gospel with an unshakable trust. Paul knows that latching onto the 
promises in Jesus is identical to latching onto Jesus Himself.6  

I need someone to read Colossians 2:2-3. Paul provides another description of his purpose in verse 2. 

He does not describe simple emotional support but anticipation that the Colossians can have full 

assurance of understanding. He makes it simple. Yes, the Colossians can be encouraged in their 

heart. Yes, they can be united in love. But, more so, they can know God’s mystery, which is Christ.  

That leads us to verse 3- the peak of the letter. Although this verse may not have the same number of 

lofty descriptions about Jesus as verses 15-20, it does express Paul’s #1 concern in such a beautiful 

and compact way: “in [Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. What does that 

mean? It means “Christ is the one in whom is to be found all that one needs in order to understand 

spiritual reality and to lead a life pleasing to God.”7 Paul has confidence that Jesus is able to provide 

all the confidence the Colossians need. Paul knows that, in Christ, God has given “insight into the 

mysteries of the cosmos and of human destiny and the riches of the experience of the wise in 

successful living.”8 Notice Paul says these treasures are “hidden” in Jesus. This does mean that 

wisdom and knowledge necessary for Christian living and development are buried away somewhere 

you cannot locate; it means that these treasures have been “deposited in Him and are now stored up 

in Him” so that “anyone who comes to know Christ by faith can draw from His store all the wisdom 

and knowledge that exists.”9 

This brings us to a very important point. Often, we think of sin only in terms of doing evil things. 

The Bible certainly talks about that, but the primary aspect of sin is turning away from God. This 

mindset of rebellion is what ultimately results in evil behavior. In order, then, to deal with sin you 

cannot just change your behavior; you must deal with the real issue. That is why repentance in 

Scripture is required for salvation. You must decide to turn from sin and turn to trust in God. When 

you do that, you experience God’s transforming power and given access to wisdom and knowledge.  
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That absolutely starts at salvation but also should continue throughout the Christian life. We must 

constantly make the decision to turn from sin and turn to God, for, when we do, we see that 

transforming power in every aspect of life. What we need, then, is to develop a Christian worldview. 

I have been mentioning J. P. Moreland’s book as influential on my life in recent years. Another book 

has been Total Truth by Nancy Pearcey. Check out her description of this same idea, “To talk about 

a Christian worldview is simply another way of saying that when we are redeemed, our entire 

outlook on life is re-centered on God and re-built on His revealed truth.”10 Helping you develop 

a Christian worldview for the classroom and really for all of life is my goal in this whole study of 

Colossians. I have been laying a foundation for why I care and why you should care too.  

Pearcey mentions in her book later a key strategy for developing a Christian worldview. She splits it 

into 3 key principles. These are her words, “A genuinely biblical theology must keep three 

principles in careful balance: that all created reality comes from the hand of God and was 

originally and intrinsically good; that all is marred and corrupted by sin; yet that all is capable 

of being redeemed, restored, and transformed by God’s grace.”11 

We are going to use that statement in future services as a lens to look at the different things you 

interact with at school and in life. What I want to do with the rest of our time is have you consider the 

most important subject of study. If you fail at studying this subject, you really miss the point of 

everything we have talked about tonight. Anyone have a guess for what the most important 

subject is? It is yourself! If you do not get this part correct, then nothing else matters.  

Let’s start with her first principle: all created reality comes from the hand of God and was 

originally and intrinsically good. Do you realize you are included in that statement? The Bible 

teaches that you have been made specifically by God with worth and for good? That certainly goes 

against what a lot of people claim today. The claim today is that mankind is just an interesting 

accident of nature, ultimately no different than every other form of life on the planet. Man, it is said, 

is just the product of chance and just so happened to evolve from stardust over billions of years. If 

you want to boil it down to one statement, people today teach nobody x nothing = everything. And 

we wonder why people struggle the way they do! The only logical, consistent position with this 

materialistic, evolutionary worldview is nihilism in which nothing has reason or purpose.  

The Bible claims something vastly different. Paul said in Colossians 1:16 that all things were created 

through Jesus and for Jesus. It’s not nobody x nothing = everything but Jesus + nothing = 

everything. The Bible believer does not place his hope in chance. Chance, properly understood, is 

just a mathematical probability, not a force. Chance changes nothing! The Bible believer places his 

hope in the fact that he has been made in the image of God. You have been specifically made to 

know God, enjoy God, and live for God. You are not worthless! Your existence is not pointless! So, 

don’t live your life as if it is purposeless! Ultimately, you must make a decision. The Bible offers a 

clear explanation for why you are here and that can either be rejected or believed. Let me warn you 

though, what you believe about creation and your place in it (what Genesis 1-3 teaches), will 

fundamentally impact every area of your life. We will look into Genesis in another service. 
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What was the second principle? All is marred and corrupted by sin. The Bible treats sin as a big 

deal because it is. The reason we don’t is because we have not fully applied the first principle. Your 

high calling and place as God’s most prized creation is what makes sin so tragic. If you were 

worthless to begin with, then your sin would not matter. It is because of who you are and whose you 

are that makes sin so destructive. In her book, Pearcey says “When a cheap trinket is broken, we toss 

it aside with a shrug. But when a priceless masterpiece is defaced, we are horrified. It is because 

humans are the masterpiece of God’s creation that the destructiveness of sin produces such horror 

and sorrow.”12  

Let me try to illustrate with a famous illustration. Anyone recognize the painting on the screen? 

It’s the Mona Lisa- the most known, visited, written about, sung about, and parodied work of art in 

history. In 1962, it was insured at a record breaking $100 million. While it is priceless, many would 

estimate its value to be around $2.5 billion today. Believe it or not, to the horror of many, several 

people have tried to ruin that painting within the last 100 years.13 In 1911, it was actually stolen from 

the Louvre, causing thousands to mourn. In 1956, a person threw acid on the lower section. Later that 

year, a lady threw a rock at the painting and left behind a discolored section near the left elbow. In 

1974, a handicapped lady attempted to spray red paint while the painting was on display in Tokyo. 

More recently, in 2009, a lady, angry that she was denied French citizenship, threw a teacup at the 

painting only for the cup to be shattered by the recently installed bullet proof glass. 

You may not mourn as many have when a priceless masterpiece like the Mona Lisa is damaged, but 

you should mourn for yourself when you realize how much your sin has corrupted who you were 

made to be. That is why Pearcey offers that third principle: all is capable of being redeemed, 

restored, and transformed by God’s grace.  

As we end our teaching time, I need one last person to read Colossians 1:21-23. Verse 21 has an 

important progression. What describes the way of living for all of us apart from Jesus? We are 

alienated, then hostile in mind, then doing evil deeds. Once again, the answer is not changing your 

behavior. It is choosing to be brought back to God. This is what Jesus has accomplished for all who 

trust in Him by faith. He has, by His death, reconciled (brought us back). Notice the result: He will 

present us before God as holy and blameless. And verse 23 shows us Paul’s heart again, “if indeed 

you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel.”  

Closing Questions: 

1) Are you alienated, hostile in mind, and doing evil deeds?  Look to Christ’s death (v. 21) 

2) Are you pursing sin or holiness in your Christian life?  Look to the promise (v. 22) 

3) Are you wavering from the hope that you have heard?  Look to the gospel (v. 23) 
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