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Welcome to Fusion: Mismatch Night! In our service, we will laugh together and at each other. 

More importantly, we will worship. Obviously, this will include singing along with our praise 

team, but it will also involve worshiping God through an understanding of His word and His 

will. It is my hope that worshiping God through knowing and applying the Bible is of supreme 

importance to you because we are going to kick the service off with it. My plan is to introduce 

some things in our text and build a foundation for a much deeper discussion later. If you already 

have a Bible, turn to Colossians 1. If you do not have a Bible, let our leaders know so they can 

bring one to you.  

Student ministry is an interesting thing. Most people would say that you all are the hardest group 

of human beings to relate to; after all, you are teenagers. You are beyond the stage of childhood, 

but, as a society, we do not consider you yet as adults. Whether good or bad, you are in this time 

of massive life transition. Churches often do a solid job ministering to teenagers; we have fun, 

engaging, and social things for you to do. Churches even speak a lot about issues you face (some 

on a daily basis): relationships, sex, porn, gender, drugs and alcohol, bullying, social media, etc. 

There is, however, a massive aspect of your life on which the church as a whole is far too silent. 

We hardly ever, if ever, try to help you biblically in your role as a student.  

Being a student characterizes so much of what you do on a day-to-basis. A huge chunk of your 

days and evenings (your life right now!) involves what you are doing for school. I am 

determined to try and help you with that. I want to help you sift through the craziness of your 

life. I want to teach you biblical principles that you can apply not just generally as a Christian on 

campus but specifically as a Christian in Math class, or Science, or Language, or History, or 

whatever you do. We will get there as we continue to meet for future services. Tonight, we have 

to get a few things in order if we are ever going to live out the rest. I believe the Book of 

Colossians contains specific truths to help us the key issues in this study of worldview and the 

classroom. Tonight, we will quickly work through some of the first sections in chapter 1. 

(Student Read Colossians 1:1-2) 

Who is the writer? How does he identify himself? We see his identity as Paul, the author of at 

least 13 books in our New Testament. This is a man who loves the Lord, but who had once 

rejected Him in the past. Paul used to be a religious leader determined to eradicate Christians by 

any means necessary. Jesus, however, demonstrated His victorious love to Paul and called him to 

be His representative to the nations. Paul went from a persecutor of the church to one of, if not 

the, greatest proclaimer of the gospel apart from Jesus Himself.  

The last verse of Colossians (4:18) tells us that Paul is in chains as he writes this letter. It is 

around A.D. 60 (30 years or so since Paul met Jesus and was transformed). He writes this letter 

to a young church in Colossae out of sincere thankfulness for what God is doing in the lives of 

the local believers. What is amazing is that Paul stresses, right off the bat, the will of God. This 

statement is more than just saying that God is “over things.” For Paul, and to all biblically 

thinking Christians, the will of God involves God’s specific and magnificent purpose in 

Christ.
1
 Take note of that sentence on the screen so you can remember it later. Because it 
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involves such a purpose, the will of God should be our most desired perspective- it is to have 

influence over every area of life. As we will see later, the will of God is specifically tied to an 

understanding of Christ ruling as Lord over everything.  

How does Paul describe those who are receiving this letter? Verse 2 includes 5 descriptions: 

saints (they are set apart as holy, part of God’s people), faithful (they believe and follow the truth 

given by God), brothers (Paul has a relationship with them even when they are not physically 

together), in Christ (the key to the whole verse- more on that soon), and at Colossae (these are 

real people, living real lives, in a real place, with very real dangers all around them). The phrase, 

“in Christ,” holds everything in the verse together. One writer mentioned, “The intimate, 

personal relationship they have come into with Christ Jesus accounts for everything that has been 

said so far. ‘In Christ’ they are the holy ones. ‘In Christ’ their faith rests. ‘In Christ’ they are 

brothers. These things, in other words, are only real because of Christ, and because of their 

relationship to Him.”
2
 

Verses 3-8 describe Paul’s thankfulness for this group of believers. Every time he prays, he 

thanks God for them (v. 3). He hears about them growing ever since the day they learned of 

Jesus by Paul’s friend, Epaphras (v. 4-7). Paul specifically mentions how Epaphras has told Paul 

of their love (real, Christian, unconditional, apape, other-worldly love) made evident by the 

work of the Holy Spirit in their lives (v. 8).   

I want you to keep these things in mind because it gives us a glimpse into Paul’s purpose for this 

letter. Paul knows that these Christians in Colossae believe. He knows that God is working in 

them. He also knows that they are surrounded by danger that is sometimes difficult to detect, but 

once it takes root, it is too late. These Colossian believers believe, but as with so many, their 

beliefs are not fully formed and susceptible to error.  

With heartfelt concern, he mentions his commitment of lifting them up in prayer. Verses 9-10 

show his heart (read). Did you catch his two main requests? He wants them to have a full 

knowledge of God’s will for the purpose of living the Christian life. Notice the words in verse 9: 

“knowledge... spiritual wisdom... understanding.” Notice the intended results in verse 10: “walk 

in a manner worthy... fully pleasing... bearing fruit... increasing.” With that, I want to put one last 

truth on the screen for you to remember for later. We already mentioned God’s will. What’s your 

part? Thinking in Christ is mandatory for living in Christ.  

When I went to run a little during Cross Country practice yesterday morning, I noticed a poster 

in the High School Field House. The poster had a collection of quotes from many sports greats 

and then a picture of the Razorbacks in the background. One specifically caught my attention. It 

comes from Bill Russell- the NBA legend. Known as “the champion of champions,” Bill Russel 

owns 11 NBA championship rings, the most of any player in history. With such a story of 

success, you might expect him to say something about hard work, effort, blood/sweat/tears. He 

focused on something else: “Concentration and mental toughness are the margins of victory.” 

Athletes understand that in the world of sports, but do Christians understand that in their 

relationship with Christ? Is your thinking rooted in Christ so that you can live in Christ? 

(Transition with verses 11-14)    
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I read a book a few years ago entitled Love Your God with All Your Mind: The Role of Reason in 

the Life of the Soul by J. P. Moreland a Christian philosopher, theologian, and apologist (pretty 

smart guy). There are dozens of things that would be worthy to quote from his book (you will see 

some of his thoughts in our next service), but I want to give you just 1 tonight. According to the 

Bible, developing a Christian mind is part of the very essence of discipleship unto the Lord 

Jesus. Two things stand out to me. The first is, “according to the Bible.” We often times have 

our own definitions of what a Christian talks like, looks like, acts like, etc., but we should always 

check to see it actually goes with Scripture. Secondly, he stresses that having and developing a 

Christian mind is key to being a disciple. What happens when you run it backwards as the 

opposite? The opposite of discipleship unto the Lord involves not developing a Christian mind. If 

we neglect the training of a Christian mind, then what are we doing?  

Paul understood this truth- nearly 1,900 before Moreland ever learned to his own name. This is 

why I wanted you to remember the two truths from before: 1) the will of God involves God’s 

specific and magnificent purpose in Christ 2) thinking in Christ is mandatory for living in 

Christ. Paul is going to directly tie those two things together in verses 15-18. (Student Read)  

These verses are truly amazing, not only because of what they teach but because of what they 

represent. In the original language these verses are poetic. Many scholars believe verses 15-20 

are part of an ancient Christian hymn that was already been shared during Paul’s day. If that is 

true, then the early church immediately believed and defended the identity of Jesus as the Son of 

God and the Sovereign Lord of the universe. Many verses in the Bible speak of Jesus’ position as 

Lord, but you would have a major challenge finding any stronger verses than what is recorded 

here in just a few verses.   

Before we break the verses down, we need to understand something about Paul. Throughout his 

letters, Paul makes clear that “the lordship of Jesus cannot be confined to an initial decision... the 

lordship of Jesus carries through all of life... it penetrates to Christians’ everyday existence.
3
 

Thomas Schreiner put it well,  

Believers manifest their devotion to the Lord in a multitude of ways: by giving thanks in 

all things (Eph 5:20), by doing all in the Lord’s name (Col 3:17), by living in harmony 

(Phil 4:2), by resisting the wiles of the devil (Eph 6:11), by keeping apostolic instructions 

(1 Thess 4:2), by respecting their leaders (1 Thess 5:12), by supporting themselves 

financially instead of being lazy (2 Thess 3:12), by turning away from false teaching (1 

Tim 6:3) and by not being ashamed of the message of the gospel (2 Tim 1:8).
4
 

The reason we can demonstrate the Lordship of Christ in so many areas of life is because Christ 

is Lord over everything. Paul makes this clear in verses 15-16. First, he says Jesus is the “image 

of the invisible God.” It is not just God revealed Himself physically in Jesus, but that Jesus is the 

exact replica of God. Man is made in God’s image (Gen. 1:26-27), but Jesus has the same nature 

as God and has eternally pre-existed as co-equal with Him before the creation of all things.   
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Paul then mentions that Jesus is the “firstborn of all creation.” This does not mean, in any way, 

that Jesus is the greatest thing ever created- He was not created; He has pre-existed eternally. 

What it does mean is that Jesus rules over all things with a unique status. He has the 

unquestionable highest rank and authority over all creation.  

Here is what I want you to remember tonight: all things owe their existence to Jesus. Lordship 

means sovereignty. You notice I keep saying “all” and “everything.” That is because of what 

Paul says in verse 16. Read the statements again. “By Him all things were created... all things 

were created through Him and for Him.” Whether you can see it or not, Jesus created it; whether 

it exists in the classroom or not, Jesus rules over it; whether you choose to believe it or not, Jesus 

is, quite literally, the purpose of everything.  

Notice the last part of verse 16. Creation was through Him and all creation is for Him. Not only 

is everything under Jesus in terms of His position, but exists because of Him and His purpose. As 

noted by one writer, “the universe exists in order to be His designated domain of authority. It is 

an authority that rivals and exceeds thrones or lords or rulers or authorities.”
5
 

Paul does not stop there. In verses 17-18, he focuses on another reality. Nothing and no one can 

fully save or sustain you except Jesus. Lordship means sufficiency. The theme of this letter is 

not just that Jesus reigns as King over the expanse of the universe, but that He is also the Christ, 

the Anointed One, who planned before the creation of time to come and save sinners. Verse 17 

reiterates that He is before all things in terms of rule, but notice the last part: “in Him all things 

hold together.” Apart from Jesus, no other power is necessary to bring man and all of creation to 

its full and final purpose. Jesus is the reason we have a cosmos and not chaos. The very fabric of 

the universe is not to be explained by some physics equation or scientific law but by the very 

nature of who Jesus is. The reality of your entire existence is not found by advancing human 

philosophy or effort but in knowing Jesus personally.  

That is why Paul mentions in verse 18 that Jesus is also the head of the church. Remember, Paul 

is writing to believers who are following their truth, but their faith is not fully formed. Since Paul 

urges them to remember Jesus’ sovereignty and sufficiency, it seems Paul knows that the 

Colossians, at any moment, are in danger of forgetting these truths and denying the reality of 

Christ as Lord.
6
   

One of the most damaging distortions of truth throughout the history of Christianity has been the 

worldview that separates daily life from “religious life” (“secular vs. sacred”). In that worldview, 

your beliefs about God and the Bible may be well and good, but they do not have a place in your 

day to day living. For you all, it is like you have your church life of being a Christian or at least 

going to church. You believe in heaven and know that you need forgiveness. Somehow, though, 

you live with your family, pursue relationships, and go to school as if those things do not matter. 
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Paul’s words here show us his intention with this letter. In the words of Lucas, Paul wants to 

“unite what we so easily divide. When he writes of Christ to the Colossians he wants them to 

know that is the full Christ, Creator, Redeemer, and ascended Lord, of whom he speaks… So 

that ‘in Christ’ the young believers in Colossae occupy a position of privilege beyond which 

nothing can be conceived.”
7
 

There was a man who also understood this truth. His name was Abraham Kuyper and lived most 

of his life during the 1800’s. During his life he was a journalist, a premier of the Netherlands, a 

theologian, and a professor. In 1898 he visited Princeton to lecture the students on the Lordship 

of Christ. I want you to see one of his statements. “No single piece of our mental world is to be 

hermetically sealed off from the rest, and there is not a square inch in the whole domain of 

our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!’” 

I want us to close by considering the last part of his statement. He specifically mentions the 

square inch. I am going to go into Math teacher mode for just a minute. When you came in 

tonight, we had you color the ends of two fingers. If you put them together the filled in area 

represents about 1 square inch. 1 sq ft tile around the church = 144 sq. in = 144 people 

positioning themselves to cover that tile with the marks on their fingers. But Christ is Lord over 

more than that tile. My house is less than 1,500 sq ft = 216,000 sq. in. That means 216,000 

people would be necessary to cover the space of my house plan with their marked fingers. But 

Christ is Lord over more than my house. The state of Arkansas has a registered area of 53,179 

sq. miles ~ 1,500,000,000,000 sq. ft (1.5 trillion) ~ 216,000,000,000,000 sq. in (216 trillion). 

That means it would take 216 trillion people’s 1 sq. in painted finger area to cover our state. But 

Christ is Lord over more than our state. The earth has an estimated surface area of about 197 

million sq. mi ~ 5,500,000,000,000,000 sq. ft (~ 5.5 quadrillion) ~ 800,000,000,000,000,000 sq. 

in (800 quadrillion). That means it would take 800 quadrillion people’s 1 sq. in painted finger 

area to sphere of our world. By the way, that would require more than 100 million times the 

people alive today. But Christ is Lord over more than this planet and all those people involved. 

He is Lord over the whole domain of human existence… every square inch.  

How do you respond to Paul’s words? Paul reminds us of the key issue in verses 19-23. You 

must understand the purpose of God’s will. What is God’s specific and magnificent purpose in 

Christ? It is that, through Him, all things will be reconciled. Reconcile means to exchange 

hostility for relationship. What we find in Colossians 1 is that God, through Christ, is removing 

the broken relationship between Him and us as sinners. All things are a part of this plan. In the 

words of Bird, Paul “is not merely [wanting] to make sure Christians believe the right stuff about 

Jesus, but ot see Jesus and ourselves as part of the story of creation and reconciliation. The story 

of the church and of individual Christians themselves is written up in a narrative of a world made 

good, gone wrong, and being put right.”
8
 

Time of Response (Salvation v. 19-20 | Surrender v. 21-23) 
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