
Senior High-How to Study the Bible 
  Use the links and instructions below to  
      prepare for discussion on April 29 

 

     Get access to RightNow Media through First Baptist 

https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FBCV 

Watch Session 7 & 8 of “How To Read the Bible” with Michael DeFazio 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/337996 

(7) Be sensitive to genre.  

- Like in sports, we benefit by learning the “rules of the game.”  - All of the principles apply to each, but not always in the same way.  

 OT Narrative 

 1. Let the story draw you in. Pay attention to setting, characters, and plot.  

 2. Remember that God is always the hero.  

 OT Law 

 1. Purpose was to create and shape a peculiar people.  

 2. Ultimately the laws are rooted in who God is. 

 3. Many particular Laws do not reflect God’s perfect will but his accommodating guidelines for people with hard hearts. (See Mark 

10.3-12)  

 Poetry 

 1. Organized by parallelism, not rhyme (i.e. parallel in content, not in sound). 

 2. Designed to evoke emotion and to guide us in prayer.  

Wisdom / Proverbs 

 1. Wisdom literature is designed to make you wiser by making you think. 

 2. Proverbs contains general truths, not divine guarantees. 

 3. Let other “wisdom literature” (like Job and Ecclesiastes) challenge Proverbs’ simplicity.  

Prophecy 

 1. Be mindful of the intense, dramatic, and often figurative language. 

 2. Just as much (if not more) about the present as the future. Prophets announce God’s judgment on sin as well as hope for divine 

rescue.   

 Gospels 

 1. The Gospels center the church in the story of Jesus. 

 2. Get to know each unique portrait of Jesus while not losing sight of the whole.  

 3. Find yourself in each story.  

 Acts 

 1. Church continues the story of Jesus. 

https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FBCV
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/337996


 2. Wherever the Spirit leads, we fearlessly follow.   

 Letters (Epistles) 

 1. We’re reading one side of a conversation, and therefore historical context is huge. 

 2. The letters give us truth applied to real life situations.   

 Apocalyptic 

 1. Extremely high use of dramatic figurative language. 

 2. Blends theological and political concerns. 

 3. Speaks specifically to an original audience (churches in 1st Century Asia Minor). 

 4. The Point: Things are bad. Things are getting worse. In the end, God wins. 

(8) Live what you learn. 

- Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does 

not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and 

immediately forgets what he looks like. (James 1.22-24)  

- You have not finished studying well until what you have studied determines how you live.   

- Spiritual maturity is never measured by how much you know, but by how well you live –   

- The goal is always to “hear” the Word of God… 

 o Deuteronomy 6.4: “Hear, O Israel, the LORD is our God, the LORD alone…” 

 o (See also Deuteronomy 30.11-20; Matthew 7.24-27; John 14.15, 21; 1 John 5.3)  

 - The Basic Process:  

o How did the text apply to the original audience?  

  o How is their world different from ours?   

  o How might the text apply to us today?  

   Look not to your own interests but others’  

Wash one another’s feet  

Don’t cook a young goat in its mother’s milk  

APPLY WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED:    

- Here are some application questions to ask to guide your reflections: USE HEBREWS 9 

 o What is God telling me to start, stop, or continue? 

 o How does this text speak into different parts of my life?  

 - Lastly, distinguish between “degrees of certainty” in application. USE HEBREWS 9 

  o What is this text definitely demanding of me? 

 o What is this text probably asking of me? 

 o What is this text possibly asking of me?   

 


