
Engage the Word: Lesson 18 for May 6 
- Prepare yourself for the lesson and discussion on May 6.  

- Investigate Scripture to answer the questions on the back. 

- Remember to humble yourself, pray, and ask for wisdom. 
 

 

Introduction: 

The Lord used Isaiah as His mouthpiece to warn Israel that its people had not 

obeyed the Lord and had pursued sinful behavior. The Lord promised that although 

many in Israel had lived unfaithfully to the Lord, He would save a remnant of faithful 
followers and return them to their land. Many persons faced disaster, but the Lord 

would rescue the few who were faithful to Him.  

About 50 years after the Babylonian conquest, the Israelites were allowed to go back 

home to rebuild their nation and begin anew. God told His people that He would help 
them rebuild their city and that they would not experience the same hardships and 

sadness that had been part of the past. The experience of Israel foreshadowed a 
greater future event. Prophecies often contained truths that pointed to a time in the 

near future and one in the distant future. In this case, Isaiah’s description of an ideal 

Jerusalem also pointed to the final end times for all people.  

One day the Lord will create a new heaven and a new earth for His righteous 

remnant wherever they may be found in all the earth. The Lord’s faithful ones will 
one day be ushered into a place of unending peace, joy, and prosperity. There the 

Lord will rejoice over His people, and they will enjoy unbroken fellowship with Him. 
No evil will exist in the Lord’s paradise. Only the humble and repentant can enter the 

Lord’s home in heaven. The Lord will punish those who refuse to listen to His voice. 

Yet He will comfort His people and take care of them. 

This world groans under the weight of suffering and pain. There will come a day, 
however, when the old order will pass away and the new one will emerge. No harm 

will come to anyone who lives in paradise. Sin does not exist there, and neither does 

death. Although we should be comforted that God has provided His people with such 
a place, we should also be steadfast in our commitment to share God’s love with 

others so that they can enjoy the new creation as well. Those who refuse to follow 
the Lord will not dwell in the new Jerusalem but instead will stand under God’s 

judgment. They will not experience the blessings of the Lord’s paradise but instead 

will face devastation and destruction. The Lord asks us to go into the entire world 
and share with everyone how he or she too can experience the new Jerusalem. 

Before looking at some verses, what stands out to you from the intro material? 

 

 
CONTINUE TO BACK 



 

Read Isaiah 65:17-25 and reflect on the questions below: 

1. Many religions promise paradise. How do you know which version is correct? 

 

2. How does the description of a new creation affect the way you view this world? 

 

3. What does this passage teach you about God’s character? 

 

4. What hope do you have regarding eternity? 

------------------- 

This passage of Scripture is important for students because it shows that people 

are God's treasure. Sometimes when people read the Old Testament prophets, 
they get the impression that the focus is upon God’s judgment and not upon 

God’s love. If one reads the prophets carefully, however, it becomes apparent 

that God only disciplines His people because He loves and treasures them. If the 
Lord did not correct His children, then they would march toward their own 

demise. Not only would they lose their way, but they would also fail to be part of 

God’s plan to make His salvation known to all nations. The Lord wants humans, 
whom He created in His own image, not to experience judgment but to live in and 

enjoy His presence forever. God’s judgment then should be viewed as a great act 

of God’s love. 

 

Prayer Challenge: 

 Pray for certainty in believing God’s promise to provide an eternal paradise. 

 

 Pray for help in committing fully to the Lord and His work right now. 

 

 Pray for boldness to share about the place that the Lord has prepared for 

those who follow Him. 


