
Engage the Word: Lesson 16 for April 22 
- Take 20-30 minutes over the next week to prepare  

yourself for the lesson and discussion on April 22.  

- Watch the short teaching video and read the introduction.   

- Investigate Scripture to answer the questions on the back. 

- Remember to humble yourself, pray, and ask for wisdom. 
 

Get free access to RightNow Media (a video streaming library) through FBC 

https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FBCV 

Watch Session 9 of “Old Testament Overview” with Preston Sprinkle 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/371745?episode=9 

 

Introduction: 
Chapters 1–39 of the book of Isaiah concentrate on God’s judgment. For the remainder of 

the book, Isaiah focused upon God as the Comforter who offers hope to His people. The 
northern kingdom of Israel had been destroyed in approximately 722 B.C. The nation 

of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, had been punished by God for its iniquities by 
being conquered by the Babylonians, who had sent the people of Judah into exile. This 
occurred about 587 B.C. Although the captivity of Judah had not occurred during the time of 

Isaiah’s prophecy, the people of Judah are the assumed readers of chapters 40–55. Isaiah 
wrote to them prophetically to encourage them in their captivity. This chapter reassured 

God’s people that He would restore them for His glory. God had pardoned them and would 
lead them home from exile as a caring shepherd leads his sheep. 

This passage in Isaiah 43 teaches one of the most profound lessons in the Bible. God chose 

a tiny, seemingly insignificant nation that had been taken into exile and assured it that He 
loved its people. He considered the people to be His precious possession. The Lord chose 

them not because they deserved it but because of His grace and mercy. Even when Israel’s 
people frequently abandoned the Lord, He never stopped loving them and reaching out to 

them. He continually sought to restore them. Later, the Lord brought salvation to humanity 
through Christ not because we had earned it or because we deserved it but because He 
loved us and had compassion on us.  

We often find that our lives can easily reflect the cyclical pattern of disobedience and 
repentance that marked Israel’s relationship with God in the Old Testament. When this is so, 
we can end up wondering if God might eventually tire of forgiving us over and over again—

after all, that’s how we’d eventually respond. God, however, makes it clear that the 
salvation He offers to us is completely certain and secure. He never abandons us as we so 

often abandon Him, and He never ceases to love us and transform us to become more like 
His Son every day. We can have absolute confidence in the Lord’s saving and sustaining 
presence no matter our situation.  

Before looking at some verses, what stands out to you from the intro material? 

 

 

CONTINUE TO BACK 

https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FBCV
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/371745?episode=9


Read Isaiah 43:1-13 and reflect on the questions below: 

1. How does the background knowledge about the people of Israel help you 
better understand and appreciate these verses? 
 
 

2. God speaks of His majesty throughout these verses. What are some 
things that separate the God of the Bible from other religions or beliefs 
people have today? 
 
 

3. How did you respond to God’s offer of salvation—openly or cautiously? 
Why was this so? 
 
 

4. Why do you feel nervous about turning back to God after you’ve sinned? 
 
 

5. What fears do you have about your sin and how it affects your 
relationship with God? 

 
 

6. Why is it tough to believe that God forgives unconditionally? 

 

 


