
Engage the Word: Lesson 14 for April 15 
- Take 20-30 minutes over the next week to prepare  

yourself for the lesson and discussion on April 15.  

- Watch the short teaching video and read the introduction.   

- Investigate Scripture to answer the questions on the back. 

- Remember to humble yourself, pray, and ask for wisdom. 
 

Get free access to RightNow Media (a video streaming library) through FBC 

https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FBCV 

Watch Session 8 of “Old Testament Overview” with Preston Sprinkle 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/content/series/371745?episode=8 

 

Introduction: 

Throughout the Old Testament a pattern appears in the relationship between God and 

His people. It is a cycle of 4 stages: 1) people abandoning God, 2) God judging people, 

3) people turning back 4) God welcoming people back. In these lessons we are going to 

examine each of these stages. 

Assyria destroyed the nation of Israel and conquered the nation of Judah in the eighth 

century B.C. After the death of the Assyrian king [Sargon II] in 705 B.C., King Hezekiah 
of Judah thought that he had an opportunity to rebel against Sargon’s son, Sennacherib. 

Some of Hezekiah’s advisors believed that Egypt could help Judah and defeat 
Sennacherib, but Isaiah warned the king not to seek security through military strength 

or in political alliances. Instead, God’s people were to seek shelter in Him.  
He would support them in a time of crisis. 

Judah rejected the Lord’s directions and put its faith in a military solution. The nation’s 

plans proved to be disastrous. Led by Sennacherib, the Assyrians swept through Judah 
in 701 B.C. Jerusalem was the only city to escape destruction. Assyria had been used as 

a tool of God’s judgment against His disobedient people. In particular, Judah worshiped 
other gods, oppressed the poor and needy, and listened to the counsel of false prophets. 

God disciplined Judah by using the Assyrians to defeat them so that the people of Judah 

would turn back to Him and turn away from their iniquities. Judgment, however, was not 
God’s final word to Judah. He promised to forgive the people and heal them as they 

turned away from their sin and turned to Him. 

Thankfully, God doesn’t only respond to our sin with judgment. He also actively seeks to 
redeem and bring us back. In fact, He is much quicker to forgive His people’s sins and 

welcome their return than He is to judge them harshly in the first place. Through the 
forgiveness offered to us by the atoning work of Jesus Christ, our sins are wiped clean. 

However, this does not excuse us from confronting our own sin. We must turn from its 
grip to the loving arms of God. 

Before looking at some verses, what stands out to you from the intro material? 

 
CONTINUE TO BACK 

https://accounts.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FBCV
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/content/series/371745?episode=8


Read Isaiah 30:8-18 and reflect on the questions below: 

1. In the first section of the verses, God describes how the people rebelled.  

What are some descriptions that stand out to you? 

 

2. How do God’s people make the same mistakes today? 

 

3. Why do we usually wait to repent of our sin until when we are in trouble? 

 

4. How would your life look different if you chose to seek God’s grace first? 

 

5. Why is it so tough to repent and obey God’s directions? 

 

6. What are some steps that you could take to keep yourself accountable in 

seeking God’s grace as a first priority? 

 


