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Living in the Ways of the Prophets 

Prophets from the Scriptures are people like you and I. Sure, there were moments that they lived in ways that 

were less than desirable. Elijah fleeing from a woman comes to mind! Overall, what we see in the lives of the 

prophets is a willingness to live in ways that invite others to something beyond themselves. The more I try to 

follow Jesus the more I am coming to believe that God didn’t just want the prophets to live in ways that call 

others to something beyond themselves, but that God wants you and I to do that as well! 

John the Baptist is a fascinating character, he is the one that Jesus says “among those born of women there 

has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist…” Jesus says some other things, but what we see in John 

and other prophets before him is a call to another way of life. The prophets lived and talked in a way that even 

when people disagreed with them, they knew there was a connection to something more! 

I cannot help but think how I used to hear a loud voice yelling in the wilderness when I think of John and his call 

to repentance. Maybe the loud voice wasn't loud at all. Maybe it exuded such a passion that it was inexplicable. 

Maybe the call to repentance was a plea of hope for what could be. An invitation to join in the relationship with 

the Father the way the Father had always wanted. 

What John was calling those hearers too is something that he could not quite understand, but he knew it was 

life-changing. It is God made flesh, who dwelt among us. It is the Spirit of that One dwelling in us, in such a way 

that it reshapes and remakes us in a way we have never been before. 

Our repentance brings us to a place where we are humbled in such a way that we can finally be known and 

know fully the God of all. It is us coming raw, vulnerable, with our souls laid bare and recognizing no matter 

how together we are, we are all in need of something more. We may have great homes and sweet rides, but 

there is something in us that knows there must be more. We have tried to fill it with sex, drugs, alcohol, con-

sumerism, self help, careers, family, exercise or anything else that we may call good or worthy, but there is 

something that beckons us to more. The more is the voice that calls in the wilderness and calls in the city 

streets, it is the voice that calls in the quiet space and in a packed concert, it is the one that joins together the 

universe and invites us into a relationship that changes the very essence of us to a place in which we are con-

nected to the divine. The divine that we celebrate in the birth of Jesus. 

This voice calls us to itself and then when we have heard the Voice we are called to share about the voice and 

what it beckons us to. It calls us to live in the ways of the prophets before us. To call others to another way, a 

deeper way, a way that is simple and deep, founded in relationships with one another and the creator. Rela-

tionships that are joyous and lighthearted and at the same time carry a depth that is profound. 

What if you and I lived in the way of the prophets? What if our life and words echoed a connection to eternity? 

What if we “Lived in the Way of the Prophets?” 

Pastor Aaron 
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Countdown to Christmas 
 
I normally am drawn to structure and predictability.  I function best when 

in system and with routine.  There is one time of the year that seems to be the ex-
ception to that rule.  That time is Christmas! 

Christmas is the time when chaos is not only tolerable, but welcomed.  The 
hustle and bustle of the season excites me instead of exhausts me.    

This is not the case for everyone, nor do I expect it to be.  What I do hope is 
that no matter how crazy and chaotic this time of year can be, that we can all re-
member the reason that we are celebrating.   That reason is Jesus! 

This Christmas may we find hope, joy and peace in knowing that God is 
with us.   

 

Here are some opportunities we have to help us stay focused on the real meaning of 
Christmas:   

 

Community Compassion Tree (located in the lobby) 

We are partnering with local school districts to help families provided gifts  for 
their children on Christmas.  Choose an ornament from the tree, purchase the gift 
listed, and return the unwrapped gift by December 11th. 

 

Winter Gear Tree (located in the lobby) 

 Bring in any hand-made, store-bought, or gently used winter gear such as 
scarves, mittens, coats, or hats and hang them on the tree.  These will be donated 
to a local school to ensure that kids are kept warm throughout the winter 
months. 

 

Birthday Party for Jesus! (held at the Eastwood campus gym) 

On Wednesday, December 21st from 6:30pm-8:00pm we are having a birthday 
bash for Jesus!  All families with children are encouraged to participate.  We will 
be celebrating with fun activities, a service project, and of course cake! 

 

Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Holly 
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“Connections Ministries” 
 

 

Wanting to be connected comes easily at Christmas time.  We want to be connected to a community 

that cares and reaches out and provides for the less fortunate.  We want to stay in touch, by sending 

Christmas cards, or Christmas messages to friends we haven’t seen in a while.  And think of this…we 

want to get reconnected with the baby Jesus, in the infancy of his life.  We want to renew the Christ-

mas story within ourselves.  We realize connections matter. 

There is plenty of opportunity for that at The Lakes.   

First, let’s start with caroling on the 11th, and bring a bit of joy by reconnecting with the shut-ins within 

this congregation.  Meet in the gym at 4:00 for carpooling and fun. 

Secondly, round up your friends and family for a bit of the sacred part of Christmas.  We’ll serve family 

communion in the sanctuary on Wednesday, the 21st, from 5:00-6:30.   

For families with children there will be a Birthday Party for Jesus, also that same Wednesday night at 

6:30.  This will be something especially designed as a hands-on way of celebrating this season. 

Thirdly, we’re working hard to accommodate your holiday schedules by hosting three different Christ-

mas Eve services, all identical.  Friday night, the 23rd at 6:00 and Saturday at 4:00 will be at our East-

wood Campus while a Saturday at 6:00 service will be held at our Fruitport Campus housed at Calvary 

Christian Schools.  These services are meant for our community to focus on the Christ child and refresh 

our relationship with Him. 

If you’d like to take a quick look into January, think about being a part of a community group.  There 

are several regroupings, and we are hoping for new ones to begin.  Stop by the Connections Corner for 

more information. 

In fact, one of the new 9-week sessions will be “Financial Peace University”, beginning Tuesday, Janu-

ary 24 at 6:30pm in room 101.  The cost is $93 per person/couple.  Two couples will facilitate: T.J. & Jes-

sica Vanderlaan and Todd & Marty Twining.  This is a top-notch curriculum and highly recommended.  

For those of you who are wondering about our Growth Track sessions, we’ll start those up again in 

February.  These conversations are perfect for those interested in digging deeper into their faith. 

 

Merry Christmas to you all!  I hope your holidays are “merry and bright!”  

 

Dennese DeYoung 
Connections Ministry Partner 

dennese@lakescommunitynaz.com 



JANUARY 
2 Dick Swineheart; Stephanie Burns 3 Jona-
than Dendel; Marla Punches 4 Jenni Smith 5 
Elijah Palmer; Scott Lamb 7 Kyle Palmer 8 
Rob Hogg 9 Sophia Wiard 10 Gloria Hartsell 
11 Ron Vellenga 12 Jean Vellenga 13 Carolyn 
McElroy; Christian Pace 14 Brian Holt 15 
Jeremiah Pace 17 Pat Marsh 19 Carol Tim-
merman 21 Jackie Presson; Ted Torrey 22 
Marissa DeYoung 23 Ruth Spira; Sheryl Lu-
pien 24 Dokota Prescott Pace; Hailey Smith 
28 Abby Smith; Eva Squires 29 Isaiah Pace; 
Kylah Sikkenga 30 Dimitri Key 31 Claudia 
Shannahan; Rhonda Jackson 

DECEMBER 
1 Brydan Hazekamp 2 Chris Cantrall, Jack Baun 3 Denise Gunn 7 Sakari II Bryant 9 
Michele Pratt 10 Pat Fry 12 Gary VanMunster 13 Paul "Lee" Schulte 14 Pat Weselo 15 
Cassidy Hazekamp, Sheila Cooley 17 Garrett Remwolt 21 Aaron Hichue, Kaleb May, 
Victor Heikkila 23 Terry Luce 24 Kipton Gongalski, Paul Jager, Yvonne Thompson 25 
Joe Porter 27 Doug TenBrock 28 Christopher Myers, Michelle Carlson, Robert Burns 
30 Bradley Dutcher 

DECEMBER 
4 Donald & Louise Shirey 7 John & Mary Tor-
rey 12 Jeff & Stephanie Bridenstine 14 Victor 
& Kimberly Heikkila 23 Carrol "Bud" & Elaine 
Carlson 25 Sam & Carol Timmerman 

 

JANUARY 
1 John & Amy Gongalski 15 Rick & Cynthia 
Hernandez 16 Bob & Shirley Hart 26 Carl & 
Cindy Forrest 28 Robert & Stephanie Burns 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+birthday+christmas&view=detailv2&&id=05B932BC5B49C562C3F68FD455C409369ADF4B39&selectedIndex=20&ccid=rmfzEl5W&simid=608043344585558643&thid=OIP.Mae67f3125e5696b39c20f468f8c5ac2cH0
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Thursday, 1st  10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 5th  7:00 am  Coffee & Conversation with the Pastor @ Panera Bread 

   12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day - North Side Pub  

Tuesday, 6th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

Wednesday, 7th 6:30 pm  SonShine Fellowship Service 

   6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone    

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday, 8th  10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 12th  12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day - Prepare Bags & Worship Service 

Tuesday, 13th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

   6:30 pm  Christian ED Meeting 

   7:30 pm  Board Meeting 

Wednesday, 14th 6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone    

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday, 15th 10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 19th  12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day - Christmas Bingo: Bring $3 for prizes 

Tuesday, 20th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

Wednesday, 21st 5:00 pm  Family Communion 

   6:30 pm  Jesus’ Birthday Party! 

Thursday, 22nd  10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Friday, 23rd  6:00 pm  Holiday Service 

Saturday, 24th 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Services 

Sunday, 25th  CHRISTMAS 

   10:30 am  Service Time 

Monday, 26th  9:00 am  Holiday—Office Closed 

   12:00 pm  No M.M. Fun Day 

Tuesday, 27th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

Wednesday, 28th 6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone    

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday, 29th 10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Saturday  NEW YEAR’S EVE 
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Monday, 2nd  7:00 am  Coffee & Conversation with the Pastor @ Panera Bread  

   12:00 pm  NO M.M. Fun Day   

Tuesday, 3rd  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

Wednesday, 4th 6:30 pm  SonShine Fellowship Service 

   6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone    

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday,5th  10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 9th  12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day  - Pita Place 

Tuesday, 10th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

   6:30 pm  Christian ED Meeting 

   7:30 pm  Board Meeting 

Wednesday, 11th 6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone    

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday, 12th 10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 16th  12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day  - Taco Bar 

Tuesday, 17th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

Wednesday, 18th 6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone  

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday, 19th 10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 23rd  12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day  - Mr. B’s 

Tuesday, 24th  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

Wednesday, 25h 6:30 pm  Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone  

   6:30 pm  Winter Wednesdays 

Thursday, 26th 10:30 am  Bible Study! 

Monday, 30th  12:00 pm  M.M. Fun Day  - Worship Service 

Tuesday, 21st  10:30 am  Girlfriends of Faith  

 





 In 1960 a group of people left what was Muskegon First Church of the Nazarene 
and planted a church on the southeastern part of Muskegon.  They named the 

church, Eastwood Church of the Nazarene.  It was affectionately called just 
“Eastwood” by most.  As time progressed and opportunities arose there came a 
time in which changing the name to The Lakes Community Church of the Naza-
rene seemed a good move. Now, the church is often called “The Lakes” rather 

than Eastwood, but there will always be “echoes” of Eastwood in the days 
ahead.  It seems rather fitting that the monthly newsletter remind us of the be-

ginning and of a group of people who dreamed big dreams.  May the dreams on-
ly get bigger as God does his work, and may “Echoes of Eastwood” remind us of 

the past and help us look to the future. 

LAKESNAZ 

2270 S. Mill Iron Rd. 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Phone: 231-773-2812 
Fax: 231-773-7773 

We’re on the web! 

www.lakescommunitynaz.com 


