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Luke 14:25-35 
It’s Going to Cost You 

 
 

 
Luke 14:25-26 (NIV) 25  Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, 
and turning to them he said: 26  "If anyone comes to me and 
does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his 
brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my 
disciple.  
 

Two great temptations: 
 
Great temptation number one – to Worship Others  
 
Ephesians 5:22-24 (NIV) 22  Wives, submit to your husbands as 
to the Lord. 23  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ 
is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24  
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit 
to their husbands in everything. 
 
Ephesians 5:25-28 (NIV) 25  Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26  to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, 27  and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. 28  In this same way, husbands ought to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
 
Ephesians 6:1-4 (NIV)  1  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right. 2  "Honor your father and mother"--which is the 
first commandment with a promise-- 3  "that it may go well with 

you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." 4  Fathers, do 
not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord. 
 
Great temptation number two – to Worship Yourself.  My will 
be done…my happiness is paramount.    
 
Luke 14:27 (NIV) 27  And anyone who does not carry his cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple.  
 
Luke 9:23 (NIV) 23  Then he said to them all: "If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.  
 
John 10:10 (NIV) 10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.  
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 (NIV) 1  Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. 2  Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.  
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Happiness is dictated by circumstance. Joy is not.  
 
Happiness is triggered from outside of us. Joy is cultivated 
within us through the presence and the power of the HS. 
 
Happiness ebbs and flows. Joy is constant and ever-present.  
 
Joy is the fragrance of Emmanuel—God with us.  
 
You do you, I’ll do me - Not in the Bible.   
 
Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. 
 
Luke 14:28-30 (NIV) 28  "Suppose one of you wants to build a 
tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he 
has enough money to complete it? 29  For if he lays the 
foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule him, 30  saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not 
able to finish.'  
 
Luke 14:31-33 (NIV) 31  "Or suppose a king is about to go to war 
against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 
coming against him with twenty thousand?  
32  If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is 
still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.  
33  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything 
he has cannot be my disciple.  
 
 
 

Luke 14:34-35 (NIV) 34  "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again? 35  It is fit neither for the soil 
nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear." 
 
 
Discussion Questions:  (For your Life Group or Personal Study) 
1. Read Luke 14:25-27 & John 6:60-69.  Multitudes were 

following Jesus. Why do you think He turned to them and 
gave them difficult teachings that caused many to leave? 

2. Verse 26 speaks to temptation #1 – Worshiping Others.  
Verse 27 speaks to temptation #2 – Worshiping Yourself.   
Talk about your love for Christ in comparison to everything 
and everyone else in life. How would you explain this 
concept to your kids or a new believer?  Why must Jesus be 
honored about all else if we are going to follow Him? 

3. Read Luke 14:34-35.  What does saltiness represent here?   
How can we walk the fine line between being salty/a witness 
and coming across as "holier than thou"? 

4. Read Luke 14:35b.  Why does Jesus comment on our ears 
here?  What is he trying to say with this concluding 
statement? 

5. What is the top ‘temptation’ that competes for first place in 
your devotion to Jesus?  This might be a good thing that you 
struggle not allowing to become the ultimate thing.  What 
are you going to do to combat this in your life this week?  


