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1 John 2:18-27 
Antichrist, Anointing, and 

Abiding 
 
 
 

ANTICHRIST 
 

2:18 
Acts 2:16–17; Revelation 13:1-17; 1 Thessalonians 4:16–18; Matthew 7:15  
 
Two things concerning the Antichrist: 
1) There is an Antichrist that is a person that is revealed in the end times 
2) There is a spirit of the Antichrist that is alive and well in John’s day, and in 
our day 
 

Adam Clark - Every man who opposes the spirit of the Gospel, and every 
teacher and writer who endeavors to lower the Gospel standard to the 
spirit and taste of the world, is a genuine antichrist, no matter where or 
among whom he is found. 
 

2:19 
 

So here’s two possibilities: 
1) They were never true believers to begin with 
2) They had once been in a saving relationship with Christ but afterward 
abandoned their faith in Christ.  They walked away…Jesus didn’t, they did. 
 
ANOINTING 
 

2:20-21 
2 Corinthians 1:21–22 
 

2:22-23 
John 10:30;  John 14:6 
 
ABIDING 

 

2:24-25 
John 3:14–15; John 3:36; John 6:40; John 6:47; John 17:2–3 
 

2:26-27 
John 14:26 (NIV84) 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you. 
 

How do I evaluate if something is a false teaching or is heresy?     

 

• Save your _______________________ for the Devil.   

• Pay attention to the teacher’s ______________________ and 
________________________ behavior.  

• Choose your _______________________ carefully.  

 

Discussion Questions:     

(For your Life Group or Personal Study)    

 

1. Have you ever tried a ‘generic’ or ‘off-brand’ product?  Was it as good as the 
brand name?  What were the results?  What is your favorite generic product? 
 

2.  Read I John 2:18.  What have you heard about the Anti-Christ?  What 
would ‘many antichrists’ have in common with him?  (reference 2 
Thessalonians 2:8-10) 
 

3.  I John 2:19.  Is everyone who attends and/or serves in a church a true part 
of God’s family?  Read Acts 8:9-13, 18-25. What does this story tell us about 
some in the church? 
 

4.  These are some common philosophies and false teachings affecting the 
church in John’s day.  Do you recognize any of these ideas in our own time?  
How or where do you see them?  What happens when a false teacher 
combines a worldly philosophy with the Gospel? 

 Stoicism = belief that all gods were part of The God, or Universal Force. 
People could live in harmony with the cosmic god by being virtuous. 

 Epicureanism = The main goal of life is to find true happiness and avoid 
any pain.  They did not believe in a God, only in free will. 

 Gnosticism =   Only a select few could reach true salvation by obtaining 
secret knowledge.  Jesus Christ was a good man who received gnosis 
(secret knowledge) for a certain part of his life on earth. 

5. Read I John 2:26.  Why are false teachings so appealing?  What draws 
people to false teachers? 
 

6. Read I John 2:20-23, 27; John 14:25-26, John 16:13; Romans 8:5-9.  What is 
the purpose of the Holy Spirit in our lives?  How can we learn to be taught 
and led by the Spirit? 

 

7. Read I John 2:24-25.  What is the Gospel message that John is referring to?  
How does remembering this message protect us from false teachers? 
(reference I John 1:1-3) 


