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A PERSPECTIVE ON PRIORITIES 

 
  In a recent sermon called “A Center that Can Hold” I offered this perspective on essential directives for our  
  faith community at Southern Hills as we face uncertain times: 
 
  The renowned Methodist missionary/evangelist to India, E. Stanley Jones, wrote a book, Gandhi:   
  Portrayal of a Friend.  Jones began his career in 1907 and helped to establish Christianity as an  
  active movement in that vast sub-continent.  He had occasion for a series of conversations with  
  Gandhi in those turbulent years before India gained independence from British rule.  Their  
  friendship evolved as they talked of many issues of mutual concern, from human rights to religion.   
  Gandhi had learned about Christian beliefs in his early life while living in South Africa, but had  
  also encountered racism in the church there. 
 
       Although they often disagreed, Jones said that Gandhi showed him “more of the spirit of Christ  
  than perhaps any other man in East or West.”  The first time they met, Jones, concerned for the  
  way Christians were perceived in that country, asked Gandhi a direct question:  “How can we  
  make Christianity part of the national life of India and contribute its power to India’s uplift?  What  
  would you, as one of the Hindu leaders of India, tell me, a Christian, to do in order to make this  
  possible?” 
 
       Gandhi’s response was clear and direct:  “First, I would suggest that all of you Christians,  
  missionaries and all, must begin to live more like Jesus Christ.  Second, practice your religion  
  without adulterating it or toning it down.  Third, emphasize love and make it your working force.   
  Fourth, study the non-Christian religions more sympathetically to find the good that is within  
  them, in order to have a more sympathetic approach to the people.” 
 
       E. Stanley Jones realized that Gandhi had put his finger on four critical directives that impact  
  the individual and collective lives of Christians: 
 

Live more like Jesus Christ.  Jones’ comment:  “We were worshiping Christ more than 
following him.”  His situation is familiar to us today.   We know how to go through the 
motions.  Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.” 

 
Practice your religion without adulterating it or toning it down.  Jones responds:  

“We don’t reject it; we reduce it- to a creed to be believed, or an emotion to be felt, or 
an institution to which we are to belong or to a ceremony or rite to be undergone- 
anything but a life to be lived!”  He urges us not to inoculate the world with a mild form 
of Christianity as proof against the real thing. 

 
Emphasize love and make it your working force.  Gandhi was calling on Christians to 

adopt love as a total way of life – to make the Cross “operative in the political and 
economic as well as in the religious.”  This was not just whimsical philosophizing from an 
eccentric guru.  Jones reminds us that Gandhi himself adopted it as a way of life and led 
one of the greatest mass movements in history on that basis, winning independence for 
400 million people before he himself was assassinated.  He organized love instead of 
force, as he had learned from examining the life of Jesus Christ. 

 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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 Snapshot: 5:30-7:30pm Sundays, Sept. 10, 17 & 24. We’ll jump into what it means to live out our faith in community in a  

       series called “Together.” 

 Embrace Meal:  On Monday, Sept. 18 we will go to Embrace church and help with their community meal. We’ll help serve  

       and clean up. We’ll leave from Southern Hills at 5:15pm be back by 8:00pm.  

 Fall Retreat: This year we will be going to Aldersgate Camp for fall retreat with everyone (grades 6-12) on Friday, October 27
-Sunday, October 29. Our theme will be 2 Timothy 1:6-8 about trusting God and living out His love in every area of our lives. 
Cost will be $80. Last day to sign up and pay is Sunday, Oct. 22.  

 Boyd Orchards:  On Sunday, Oct. 8 we will go to Boyd Orchards for games, a bonfire, worship and to hear how Jesus  

       worked to bring people and God together. We’ll leave from Southern Hills at 5:30pm be back by 9:30pm. 

 High School Small Group: Meet at Katy’s House (text Katy or Brian for the address) from 6:30-7:30pm on Thursdays, Sept  

       7, 14, 21 & 28 as we seek to build our faith and equip ourselves to be ambassadors for Jesus. We’ll start by going through the  

       Apostle’s Creed.  

 Crop Hunger Walk: On Sunday, Sept. 24 we are joining with other area churches to raise money and awareness for hunger in  

       Lexington. The walk is downtown at 3:00pm. If you want to go, sign up on the door of the youth room and meet at church at  

       2:15pm. We’ll be back in time for youth bells and choir. 

 Middle School Small Group: We’ll meet in the Great Room from 6:30-7:30pm on Wednesdays, Sept. 6, 13 20 & 27 to  

       hangout and grow in our relationship with God. We’ll be checking out the book of Psalms this month. 

 Youth Band:  Wednesdays, Sept. 6, 13 20 & 27 meet in the Great Room from 7:30-8:30pm to work on songs to lead worship  

       at Snapshot. If you want to play an instrument, percussion or sing we’d love for you to join us! 

Brian Shumard ~ Director of Youth ministry 

(Continued from Dr. Moore) 
 
 

  Study the non-Christian religions, Gandhi said, “more sympathetically to find the good that is within them in order to have a  
       more sympathetic approach to the people.”  This is sound advice for anyone setting out to do missions, whether it is across the  
       ocean or across town.  Showing understanding and appreciation for the beliefs and culture of others is essential in order to build  
       bridges of truth and friendship.  When truth is encountered from unusual directions we can remember that Jesus “came not to  
       destroy but to fulfill,” so that every truth found anywhere is truth that points us to Him who is the Truth.  E. Stanley Jones 
       reminds us that we can rejoice in finding truth anywhere, “knowing that it was God-implanted and would be God-fulfilled in  
       Christ.”  
 
  Do you know who read this book by E. Stanley Jones and then adopted a plan of non-violence for one of the greatest movements in  
       American history?  Martin Luther King, Jr.! 
 
  Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure 
       entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.  2 Timothy 1:13-14 
 
 
 
 

Still in One Peace, 
Bill 
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FALL PROGRAMMING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
  All children and youth (ages 3 and up) are invited to become involved with music ministries, this school year.   
  Rehearsals have just begun for our older groups, and we have three graded vocal choirs, beginning with children  
  who are 3 years old all the way through seniors in high school, as well as two different handbell choirs for students who are  
  in the third grade and up.  If you have children or grandchildren who enjoy music, please encourage them to participate in at least  
  one of our choirs. 
 
  Our youngest choir, the “Love Notes,” will begin meeting after Labor Day.  This choir is made up of preschool and kindergarten  
  children (including “mature” 3 year olds!), and they will offer the congregation a wonderful glimpse of God’s glory when they sing  
  their songs during worship.  Practices will be held on Sunday mornings from 10:30-10:55 a.m.  All rehearsals will be held in the  
  SHECP wing, room 102 (please look for the signs!).  This choir has three very talented and dedicated leaders who will love and  
  nurture your precious children:  Rosemary Souleyrette, Linda Burrows, and Julie Beck. 
 
  On Sunday afternoons, our Elementary Children’s and Youth Choirs meet.  Both of these delightful choirs will present music  
  during our traditional services at least once a month, and they will be featured in our Festival of Christmas concert in December. 
  Our two handbell choirs also meet on Sundays.  Our youngest choir, Celebration Ringers, is for children in grades 3-5.  This  
  group focuses on basic handbell ringing techniques and will present concerts for area nursing homes in December and May.  Our  
  Joyful Ringers, for grades 6-12, is our more advanced group.  They are working on a bit more challenging music, and will ring  
  for worship at least once every 8 weeks.  They will also present a short concert for our United Methodist Women in December. 
 

Worship Enrichment Activities for Children’s Choir Members 
  Our Children’s Choir will, once again, have an opportunity to learn more about worship in a hands-on and engaging way.  The  
  children will meet at 5:00 p.m. on Sundays for a time of snack and worship activities before choir rehearsal begins.  They will  
  primarily be led by Ellie Cole and Candy Bridges. 
 

Sunday Music & Worship Schedule for Children and Youth 
  Below is the schedule of our Sunday musical activities for children and youth (ages 3 and up).   All are welcome! 
   10:30 a.m. – Love Notes (preschool-kindergarten) SCHECP room 102 
   4:00 p.m. – Joyful Ringers (youth handbell choir) - Sanctuary 
   4:45 p.m. – Youth Choir – Choir room 
   5:00 p.m. – Children’s Worship Exploration Activities and Snack (grades 1-5)– Courtyard Room 
   5:30 p.m. – Children’s Choir (grades 1-5) – Choir Room 
   6:15 p.m. – Celebration Ringers (grades 3-5) – Sanctuary 

 
Adult Singers and Instrumentalists Needed! 

       All of our adult choirs and ensembles are welcoming new members!  Our Chancel Choir is open to all older youth and adults,  
  and sings for worship every Sunday.  Rehearsals are held on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:30 p.m.   If you would like to be a part of  
  this very special “family” of singers, please contact Joan Wooden (jwooden@southernhillsumc.org or 277-6176, ext. 23.) 
       If you enjoy singing, but have time constraints, please consider joining either of our small ensembles, which meet on Thursday  

  evenings.  Our Men’s Only Vocal Ensemble (MOVE) meets from 6:15-7:15 p.m. and our Ladies Only Vocal  
  Ensemble (LOVE) practices from 7:15-8:30 p.m. each Thursday.  Both groups sing for our Festival of Christmas concert, as  

  well as for worship on an occasional basis.  We would love to have you join us! 
       If you are an instrumentalist, God will be glorified when you offer your gifts in worship!  Our Taizé Ensemble is open to wind  
  and string players, and meets once a month -   usually the day before our monthly Taizé service.  Please contact Joan Wooden if  
  you are interested in playing.   
 

September Taizé Prayer Service 
  Our monthly Taizé service of prayer and Holy Communion will be held in our Sanctuary on Wednesday, September  
  20th at 6:15 p.m.   This contemplative service of worship is led by terrific instrumentalists, vocalists, and liturgists from 
  our congregation.  Rev. Jill Ruhl will offer Holy Communion, this month.  All are invited to attend. 
 

Rev. Joan Wooden ~ Director of Music and Worship 

mailto:jwooden@southernhillsumc.org
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  KIDS AND FAMILIES ON A MISSION: Each week beginning Aug 30th from 6:30-7:30, Kids and Families 

  are invited to join us as we focus on Deeper Discipleship and Outreach to our community. Every month, we will have a theme, but  
  each week we will focus on one aspect of the theme. We will rotate between Biblical, Mission, Spiritual and Fellowship focuses all  
  under one theme. If you'd like to join us, we will be meeting in the Activities Room.  
 

  CHILDREN'S WORSHIP @ 11AM QUESTIONNAIRE: We are pursuing any interest in starting a Children's Worship time during 

  the 11:00 am service since Christ Church is no longer using the same space. If you 1. attend the 11:00 am service; 2. have preschool or elementary age  
  children and 3. would like for them to be in Children's Worship at that time, please email Kristina at kwhite@southernhillsumc.org to express your  
  interest.  
 

  OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: Operation Christmas Child is right around the corner. For the month of September,  

  we will be collecting school supplies. Crayons, pencils, scissors and composition books or small notebooks are always welcomed.  
  There will be bins at both SHUMC and The Source! Thank you for partnering with us to reach children around the world! 
 

  PRAY FOR ME: If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy this year, please let Kristina know so she can match you up with a 

  child in our church! 

KRISTINA WHITE  -  Children’s ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN HILLS ADVENTURE CREW 

  Join SHAC for a camping trip at Natural Bridge, 
  September 29th and 30th. Activities will include hiking up  
  to Natural Bridge and canoeing/kayaking at Gorge 
  Underground. If you aren't the camping type but would be  
  interested in the daytime activities, you can do that too.  
  More details coming soon. Join Southern Hills Adventure  
  Crew on Facebook for the latest information on our  
  outings. Please contact Brian Cathey  
  rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org if you are interested or if  
  you have any questions. 
 
  Southern Hills recreation ministry is looking to add new  
  recreation activities for our church and our community.  
  We are already planning for an archery program and 
  Pickleball. There will be details to follow on those 
  programs. Have any other ideas? We'd love  
  to hear from you. Contact Brian Cathey  
  rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org 

 
 
 
  School is beginning and so is our Backpack Ministry!  If you are  
  interested in assisting with this ministry, there are several 
  opportunities for you to do so: 
 

  Food pick up and deliveries take place at 4:00 p.m. at  

  Sam’s Club on New Circle Road on the following dates: 
      August 29 (6 wk. supply)       February 13 (4 week supply) 
      October 17 (4 wk. supply)     March 13 (5 week supply) 
      November 14 (6 wk. supply) April 24 (Rest of School Yr) 
      January 16  (4 week supply) 
 

Morning Packing 
(Thursdays unless otherwise indicated) 
10:00 a.m. for Set Up, 10:30 a.m. Packing 

(Embrace Church basement on N. Limestone.) 
    September 7           December 7 March 1 
    October 4 (Wed.)      January 4  April 12 
    November 2            February 1  May 10 
 

Evening Packing 
(Tuesdays) 

5:30 p.m. for Set Up, 6:00 p.m. for Packing 
(Embrace Church basement on N. Limestone.) 

     September 19             October 17 November 14 
     January 16             February 13 March 13   
     April 24 
 

  Christmas Bags will be handed out in church December 3rd  

  and 10th, to  be returned December 17th. 
  Contact Lyn Bracken (2brackens@gmail.com) for information. 

mailto:kwhite@southernhillsumc.org
mailto:rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org
mailto:rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org
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BECOME AN ORGAN DONOR 
 

     After over 40 years of excellent service, our 1976 Reuter  
  pipe organ is  ready for some updates and routine 
  maintenance.  On March 7, a plan was presented to the  
  Southern Hills Trustees for the renovation and repair of the  
  organ in the Sanctuary. The plan was approved unanimously.   
  Since then, the plan has also been approved by the Finance  
  Committee and the Administrative Team, since it will 
  involve a fundraising initiative within the church during 
  2017-18.  
     The work to be done would include replacing the leather  
  under all 1,300 pipes (which has to be done every 40-45  
  years), adding a new solo trumpet, replacing and revoicing a  
  few poorly sounding pipes, a few other minor adjustments,  
  and adding a third keyboard to the console. The cost for all 
  of this work is right at $140,000. This is a large amount of  
  money, but as a reference point, the current value of our  
  organ is $550,000.  
     Complete copies of the proposal are available at the 
  Welcome Center as well as at the church website.  
      This is a long- awaited move to strengthen a central part 
  of our traditional worship services by maintaining this 
  magnificent instrument.  Consider becoming an organ 
  donor! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS & 

ACTIVITIES ARE COMING!!!!! 

 
  Our Wednesday night fellowship dinners have resumed.  We  
  are excited to begin this fellowship time together once again  
  and hope that you will come and enjoy getting to know others  
  around the tables during our meals.  Dinner will be served  
  from 5:30-6:15. The menu is posted weekly in the bulletin  
  and we ask that you please make a reservation, either through  
  the pew pad or by calling the church office (277-6176), so we  
  can plan for the right amount of food each week.  Donations  
  are suggested to help cover the meal cost. 
 

  MENUS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

 September 6th Taco Bar 
 September 13th Breakfast 
 September 20th Pasta, Salad, Bread 
 September 27th Baked Potato Bar and Salad Bar 

NEW FALL BIBLE AND BOOK STUDIES 
 

CREED 
What Christians Believe and Why 

Exploring the Apostles’ Creed 
 WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?  For Christians and for others seeking faith, some powerful answers to this question  

  are expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, a historic statement of foundational Christian faith.  This fall we will join as a congregation in  
  an emphasis on the Apostles’ Creed, including a sermon series and a book study.  We will use a book by Adam Hamilton to guide  
  our inquiry called, CREED: What Christians Believe and Why.  Bill Moore and Eric Hughes began preaching a sermon series on the  
  Apostles’ Creed in the traditional services, and Jill Ruhl will do the same at our second campus, the Source Community starting on  
  September 3.  Dr. Moore is facilitating a book-based study, while Eric Hughes is facilitating a video-based study on Wednesday 
  evenings after the fellowship meal.  If you have already signed up for this study, please contact Dawn Sparks to let her know if you  
  will be attending with Dr. Moore or Eric Hughes.  If you sign up on Sunday, please indicate on the sheet which study you plan to  
  attend. 

 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDIES TO BEGIN 
  Beginning Tuesday, September 12, from 6:30-8:00 p.m., two new young adults late 20’s to mid 40’s) Bible studies  

  will be offered at our Southern Hills campus; a women’s study led by Danielle Hughes, and a men’s study  

  led by Eric Hughes.  A “mingle” event on Tuesday, September 5 at 6:30 at Jason & Kristina White’s –101 Alexis Dr.,  

  Wilmore – will launch the studies. Childcare will be provided during these studies. If you are interested in attending  

  and have children that will need childcare, please contact Dawn Sparks at dsparks@southernhillsumc.org or 

  859-277-6176 with the ages of the children needing childcare. 
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FINANCIAL CONDITION  
 
  The end of summer is upon us and school is back in session.  We continue operating in a negative position,  
  which is par for the course at this time of year.  As we head into the fall, our finances should begin to improve.  
  Fortunately, we have a solid financial foundation and are able to sustain the church through these summer lows.   
  The Source has maintained good attendance throughout the summer and continues to support themselves.  
  SHECP is also coming out of the summer mode and improving financially.  Overall we are still financially sound. 

 
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS  

 
  Kroger no longer makes everyone re-enroll in the community rewards program.   So if you are a part of this    
  program you are still enrolled.   if you wish to join this program then go to www.Kroger.com    Sign in, go to the  
  Community Rewards section, , click on the Apply, Edit or Re-enroll button, Select Southern Hills  #11433,  and  
  when you’re done SAVE your selection.   If you don’t have a computer or internet connection, Call me at the  
  church or call Kroger at 1-800-KROGERS, Option #3, and get them to help you. 
 

REUTER PIPE ORGAN - UPDATE 
 
  As of August 22, the total amount received is $95,714.95 towards our goal of approximately $140,000.00. 
   

Current Income / Expense 
August 23, 2017 

  
Income      (in thousands)   % Budgeted 

 
SHECP           931      61.1 
Contributions          766          63.8 
The Source          139     
Other Income            37      69.7 
 
    Total Income        1,873       64.2 
 
 

 Expenses   
 

SHECP           930       61.7 
Capital             84       66.7 
Property           129       74.1 
Personnel          462       59.9 
Administrative          108       60.9 
Education & Worship           31       47.3 
The Source          143       
Leisure & Outreach           27       73.6 
 
    Total Expenses   1,914       65.5 
     Balance       (41) 

 

 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE  -  RICK ARNOLD 

http://www.Kroger.com
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  The UMW Leadership Team will meet on September 7, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in the Reception Room. 
 
  The Pat Herren Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 12, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  We will have  
  a discussion concerning our future plans for the Circle.  Everyone’s input is very important.  Please be sure to attend  
  and share your ideas and suggestions.  Because of the lack of time we will not have a guest speaker.  Please bring your  
  love offering for our PROJECT FUND.  Our mission food is a box of spaghetti and a plastic jar or can of sauce.   

       Everyone is welcome! 
 
  The Faith Susannah Wesley Circle will meet for breakfast at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, September 13th, at the home of Jean  
  Hawkins.  Our meeting will begin after the breakfast. 
 
  The Sarah Bagby Circle will meet at noon on September 13th in the Fireside Room.  Bring your sack lunch and enjoy the  
  fellowship.  The program, which begins at 12:30 p.m., will be presented by Eveleen Browning.  She will be reporting on the book,  
  I Am Malala, which is on the UMW 2016 Reading List. 
 
  The New Life Circle will hold their Fall Tailgate Gathering on Thursday, September 7, at 5:30 p.m. in the Courtyard Room.   
  Come join us as we discuss projects for the remainder of 2017 and do a little planning for 2018.  Our September Social Action  
  focus is the Women’s Hope Center.  Their current needs are spiral notebooks, pens, folders, feminine products and disposable   
  razors if you’d like to participate.  For information about New Life Circle, please contact Teresa Eikenbary (492-9198) or 
  Nancy Ratliff (223-1940). 
 
  The Meade Shotwell Circle will have its September potluck on Monday, September 11, at 6:30 pm, at Ruth Midboe's home.    
  Bring your favorite dish to share! 
 
 
 

 
 

ROADRUNNERS SEPTERMBER SCHEDULE 

  Please come and join the Roadrunners at their bi-weekly lunch together.  They meet on Thursdays at  
  11:30 a.m.  Here is the schedule for September: 
 

September 14  -  Chop House on Richmond Road 
September 28  -  Ramsey’s on Nicholasville Road 

 
  If you have any questions regarding the Roadrunners, or would like to be added to the email list, please contact Brian  
  Cathey at 277-6176. 

PECAN SALES ARE COMING! 

SCHERMER PECANS…….BACK by Popular Demand!  Get ready for the holiday.  Just enjoy a 
tasty treat, or stock up for the year (they freeze well!)  The United Methodist Women will be selling 
pecans in September and October.  Orders will be taken in Herren Hall so watch for signs near the 
Welcome Center in the Narthex or announcements in the bulletin. 
 
Pecans are $12.00 per bag.  Pecans will be delivered in time for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Payment 
for the pecans will be at the time of delivery.  This is the main UMW fundraiser for 2017.  Please help 
us raise funds to support many worth causes.  For more information or questions, please contact one of 
the committee members: 

Karen Crist (619-1185), Ruth Midboe (293-5000), Jolene Ashford (881-5177), 
Rhonda Prebeck (317-331-5873), Mary Kenady (277-3246) or Harriet Schulz (272-8714) 
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Reader app  to go to the 

Southern Hills website. 

SEPTEMBER SERMONS IN TRADITIONAL 

  Sermon Series (cont.): 

“CREED: What Christians Believe and Why- 

Exploring the Apostles’ Creed” 

  September 3:    "How Human is Your God?"  Matthew 16:13-20 

  September 10:   "An Arrival Like No Other,"  Luke 1:26-38 

  September 17:   "Crucified, Dead and Buried,"  John 18:28-40, 

       Eric Hughes, preaching 

 

  September 24:   “Rise and Shine!”  Romans 6:1-11, Jill Ruhl, preaching 


