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The official announcement has been made, and we know that Jim Nichols will be coming to be the new senior pastor of 
Southern Hills on June 30.  Jim is known to many of us on staff, and we could not be more pleased with his selection.  God 
will certainly bless our church through his ministry!  Please prepare to welcome Jim and his wonderful family.  Here is a 
message from Jim Nichols to our congregation: 

I’m a cradle Christian.  I believe I attended my first worship service about 3 days after my mother brought me 
home from the hospital.  I grew up in the Wesleyan Church and at an early age, began a love relationship with 
Jesus and his Church.  When my family moved my junior year of high school, I began to wrestle with the call 
to church ministry (I tried to reject it at first—I really wanted to be a chef).   

My first work in the church came during college as Assistant at Harvest Christian Fellowship (Dayton, TN), 
and then, during seminary, I joined the Youth Team at Great Commission Fellowship in Wilmore.  It was 
during this time that I learned how important teams are both to a whole church and as a disciple of Jesus. 

After graduation, I worked as Youth Director for First United Methodist Church Wetumpka, Alabama.  After 
a few years, my family and I went back to Florida, serving at Christ Church in Fort Lauderdale as Youth and 
Young Adult Director.  In 2008, I returned to Kentucky, serving at Christ Church in Louisville as Youth, 
Young Adults, and Recreation Director.  In 2009, I was licensed for pastoral ministry by Bishop Davis and 
became an associate Pastor at Christ Church, where I continued to lead the Young Adult Ministries and lead 
Antioch, our Sunday night worship service.  During this time, I was mentored by some amazing people and 
weekly began to do one of my favorite activities—preach. 

In 2013, I was ordained and appointed to serve at Lancaster UMC in Garrard County.  I also began serving as 
the chairperson for the Annual Conference Worship Team, a position I held for 5 years. I served on the 
Lexington District Operation Team, the Lexington District Candidacy Team as a mentor, and was a part of 
putting together the installation service when Bishop Fairley was appointed to Kentucky.    

In 2015, I was appointed to First Church in Lexington as Lead Pastor for the Andover Campus.  During that 
time, we began and completed a large construction project dedicated to reaching out to more individuals and 
families in the 40509 area code.  While serving on this one church with several campuses, I had a front-row 
seat to view what multi-site leading and reaching could do for the church’s mission.  I currently serve on the 
Kentucky Board of Ordained Ministry as a part of my Connectional ministry. 

When I think of my story, I realize just how much I love the Church.  I love the opportunity that a 
community has to be the hands and feet of Jesus in a world that desperately needs good news.  I love walking 
with other followers of Jesus who are hungry to deepen and make a difference in the world.  I believe that 
when Jesus tells us to pray for the “kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven,” he actually believes that is 
what we are to strive for.  I believe that holiness and abundant life go together.  And I believe that Jesus has 
invited us, the Church, to be the solution to many of the problems our world is facing.  

Whether preaching, teaching, spending time in discipleship groups, leading in meetings, or spending time 
sharing in pastoral counseling, I am most alive when I get to see Jesus connect to life.  I am looking forward 
to this next phase of our journey together.  Joy, the boys, and I will miss our Andover family as we have 
missed our Lancaster, Louisville, Fort Lauderdale, and other-spots-in-between families, but we are excited 
about the future.  We know that the shoes we step into are large, and I look forward to continuing to rely on 
Dr. Bill’s wisdom and knowledge.   

As we await June, know that you are in our prayers and we can’t wait to see what God will do.  Until then, 
“may the love of the Father, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit be with you, 
go with you, and be shared with all you meet.  Grace and Peace.” 

Born and raised in St. Petersburg, Florida 
B.A. in Biblical Studies from Bryan College in Dayton, TN. 
M.DIV (with emphasis in counseling) from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. 
Family:   
Married to Joy since 1998 
Three boys:  Alex (16), TJ (14), and Ollie (almost 3) 
Four-legged family members include:  Derby, Finn, Pixie, and Sophie 
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Rev. Jill Ruhl ~ Associate Pastor  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Taizé of the Spring! 

Please make plans to attend our final Taizé worship experience of the spring semester, which will be held on Wednesday, 

May 15th, at 6:15 p.m.  This special service, which includes singing, scriptures, prayers, meditation, and Holy 

Communion, is led primarily by our very talented laity, with Rev. Jill Ruhl leading the sacrament of Holy Communion.   

Spring Musical to be presented on May 12th 

A Technicolor Promise is the title of this year’s spring musical, which will be presented by our Children’s Choir for both 

of our traditional services on Sunday, May 12th.  In addition to the musical, we will be honoring our “graduating” fifth 

graders:  Nana-Ekua Baidoo, Madison Bowman, Madeleine Cole, Aleah Durham and Jacob Sculli.  Hopefully, all five of 

these talented musicians will move up to our Youth Choir in the fall.  Please make plans to attend. 

Music & Arts Camp at Southern Hills – Help Still Needed! 

The second annual Music & Arts Camp at Southern Hills is slated for July 22rd thru 26th from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  This 
camp, which will be geared toward elementary aged children who have completed grades 1 thru 5, is sponsored by our 
Worship Team and funded by some generous donors.   In order to adhere to our Safe Sanctuary guidelines, we still need 
volunteers to assist in the following areas:  recreation, drama, and set/prop design (art).  These rotations take place 
from 10 a.m. until 1:15 p.m. Monday thru Wednesday of the camp.   If you would like to help out, please contact Joan 
Wooden (jwooden@southernhillsumc.org or 277-6176, ext. 23). 
 
 

Rev. Joan Wooden ~ Director of Music and Worship 

 
Teddy Poore to be Appointed Assistant Minister to The Source 

 
  We’re excited to announce that at Annual Conference in June, Teddy Poore will be appointed to serve as Assistant  
  Minister to The Source.  Teddy, who grew up at Southern Hills, is finishing up his Master of Divinity degree at Asbury 
  Seminary.  He has been an integral part of The Source’s ministry, serving on the Lead Team, teaching a Sunday morning 
  Source Studies class, and leading the Young Adult Ministry.  Teddy will be responsible for beginning a new ministry  
  called Dinner Church, which will reach people who are not yet engaged in Christian community.  Teddy is the husband of  
  our Assistant Director of Youth Ministries, Samantha Poore, and the father of Edmond and a new baby boy arriving soon!   
  We are so pleased to have Teddy joining the staff of Southern Hills as he enters a new phase of ministry at The Source. 

 

 

mailto:jwooden@southernhillsumc.org
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The UMW LEADERSHIP TEAM will not hold a regular meeting in May due to the annual May dinner on  
Wednesday, May 1, at 6:00 p.m. in Herren Hall. 
 
The NEW LIFE CIRCLE will not hold a regular meeting in May but will gather with all United Methodist Women for 
the annual May dinner on Wednesday, May 1, at 6:00 p.m. in Herren Hall.  We hope to see you there. 
 

The FAITH SUSANNAH WESLEY CIRCLE  will meet on Wednesday, May 8, at 9:30 a.m. in the Reception Room at the church.  
Our speaker will be Laura Dake from the Bluegrass Care Navigators. 
 
The SARAH BAGBY CIRCLE  will meet at noon in the Fireside Room on May 8.  Please bring your lunch and join us for fellow-
ship and learning more about God’s presence in our lives! 
 
The PAT HERREN CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room for a short business meeting.  
Then we will move out to the “Pavilion” for our lunch.  Please bring a sandwich of your choosing.  Drinks will be furnished. 
 
The MEADE SHOTWELL CIRCLE  doesn’t have a separate circle in May.  Instead, we encourage all to attend the May 1 UMW 
dinner.  And remember, we have setup duties beforehand. 
 
   

ROADRUNNERS 
         The Roadrunners meet twice a month on a Thursday to enjoy food and fellowship together.  They visit area restaurants and  
  spend time in conversation while enjoying a good meal.  Here is their schedule for the month of May: 

May 9:  Cheddar’s—Tates Creek Road (If you want to ride in the van, meet at church by 11:00 a.m.) 
May 23:  Wallace Station—Midway (If you want to ride in the van, meet at church by 10:45 a.m.) 

     For more information regarding the Roadrunners please call Brian at 277-6176, or email him at rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org. 

ALL-CHURCH PRAYER GATHERING 
  Join us at The Source for an informal time that will include scripture, learning about prayer, Holy 
  Communion, and praying together for our church community.  This is a great opportunity for both our 
  traditional and contemporary congregations to gather together.  The Gathering will take place on Tuesday, 
  May 21, 2019, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

                RUMMAGE SALE:  SATURDAY, JUNE 8TH 
  Our annual rummage sale to benefit the Guatemala mission trip is Saturday, 6/8. We will be collecting  
  donations at the church on June 6th and 7th and will also try to schedule pickups those days.  We are 
  in desperate need of some strong helpers for pickups on Thursday and Friday.  We can always use help  
  Thursday, Friday, or Saturday at the setup and sale if you can spare a couple of hours any of those days.   
  To volunteer, schedule a pickup, or ask questions, contact Brian Cathey at rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org, call the church at  
  277-6176, or text 859-667-4862.   

CONGRATS, GRADUATES! 
  All of us here at Southern Hills are excited and rejoice with you as you celebrate this accomplishment of graduation.   
  Invite friends and family to celebrate with you on Graduation Sunday, May 19 (9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service).   
  Please get a form at the welcome desk, from the office, or from Brian S.  We want everyone to know what you’ve  
  accomplished!  The information we gather on these forms will be put in the June newsletter.  Please return forms to  
  Brian or the church office by Sunday, May 12 (or take a picture and email the form).  Also, please attach a wallet- 
  sized photo or email a picture to Brian (bshumard@southernhillsumc.org). 



 4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Morning: 

 
 

VBS:  Who is My Neighbor? 

Join us June 19-21 from 6-8:30 PM.  This year, all of our children will be involved in serving their neighbors by being 

the hands and feet of Christ.  We will be making pillows for our fire departments, planting flowers with our seniors, 

cleaning toys and serving a meal at the Ronald McDonald house, playing games and doing crafts with various groups of 

people, and making treats for the animal shelter. 

If you would like to get involved, please let Kristina or Shawnne know, and we will get you connected.  

kwhite@southernhillsumc.org                                                           scarter@southernhillsumc.org 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 5 SHUMC:  INTERGEN SUNDAY 
THE SOURCE:  Jesus Appears to the 
Disciples 
Luke 24:36-51 

Luke 24:41 Jesus helps us believe in 
him. 

May 12 SHUMC:  CHILDREN’S MUSICAL 
THE SOURCE:  Jesus Talks with Peter 
Matthew 16:13-20 

John 3:17 Jesus believes in us. 

May 19 The Great Commission 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Matthew 28:20 Jesus is always with us. 

May 26 A Miraculous Catch of Fish 
Luke 5:1-11 

Psalm 40:3 Jesus is amazing. 

KRISTINA WHITE  -  Children’s ministry 

May 5th:  5th Grade Blessing 

May 19th:  Kids and Their Gal VIPs at Cut and Paste Studio 

June 19th-21st:  VBS:  Who is My Neighbor? 
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Upcoming backpack ministry dates are as follows: 
 
A.M.:  May 9 
(3 week pack) 
Meet at Embrace Church basement, 10:00 a.m. for setup, pack shortly after. 

DID YOU KNOW… 
YOU CAN LISTEN TO SERMONS FROM  SOUTHERN HILLS AND THE SOURCE ONLINE? 

 
       If you can’t make it to church on a certain Sunday or just want to go back and listen to a favorite sermon again, our  
weekly sermons from both campuses are available for listening on our website!  Here are click-by-click instructions on 
how to access them: 
 
1) Go to our church website at southernhillsumc.org 
2) On the left-hand side of the screen, you will see a blue-green menu bar.  Scroll down and click on the button labeled 

“SERMONS.” 
3) On the “SERMONS” page, you will see the most recent sermon title displayed prominently.  You can listen directly 

on the website by clicking the arrow, or you have the options to download or share the audio file.  If the most recent 
sermon is not what you’re looking for, you can also search the archives by date, series, speaker, or sermon title by us-
ing the drop-down menus located below the most recent sermon.  Sermons from both campuses are available and can 
be found using this page! 

BAGBY LIBRARY 
  Your purple-haired librarian is human and made a mistake.  In a recent announcement in the bulletin quoting, “Money  
  is the root of all evil,” I attributed this quote to Jesus, but in the scriptures, it is in Paul’s first letter to Timothy, chapter 
  6, verse 10.  Even purple-haired librarians make errors! 
 
  I am planning to put out a new display as you enter the library.  C.S. Lewis has many wonderful books for all ages that  
  can be enjoyed, and I plan to place them on the table as you enter the library.  Bob and I had the honor of hearing 
  Douglas Gresham speak at Asbury a few years past, and it was fascinating to know the human side of C.S. Lewis, or as his  
  stepson called him, Jack. 
 
  A small table has been moved in front of the television.  It can be used for studies or computer work (if you bring your 
  laptop) or for studying for tests if you need a quiet place to study.  Please use the library for your benefit and your needs. 
 
  Lastly, I have to ask one of my favorite questions.  If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring? 
  Pilgrims! 
 
  Denise 
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Financial Condition 

The financial statement for April 18th shows a small negative net balance, which is normal for this time of year.  April 18th just  
happened to be payday, so all of our expenses were paid and up to date as reflected on this financial statement.  Southern Hills is  
financially sound as we move forward into the summer of 2019. 
 
Sanctuary Renovation and Finishing a Good Work (Update) 
 
We currently have raised $88,820.33 of the approximate $200,000.00 that we need to replenish the Building Fund.  We continue to 
have a good response to the “Finishing a Good Work” campaign.  If you’re having difficulties deciding on what to contribute to, just 
pick an area, like “sound systems” or “projectors” or “hearing aid systems” and make a general donation to that part of the renovation.  
I will gladly accept all contributions.  This campaign will continue throughout 2019 or until we reach our goal.  Your continued  
support is greatly appreciated; please mark your donations with “sanctuary” or “renovation” in the memo line. 
 
Eagles Annual Spring Project 
 
I want to thank the Eagles men’s group, led by Kevin Porter, for all their hard work.  They gathered at the church on Saturday  
morning, April 6th.  Kevin had Landscapers’ Corner dump a small dump truck full of mulch, and a group of volunteers weeded and 
mulched our flower beds.  They do this every year just prior to Easter so that our church looks great for Holy Week and Easter  
Sunday.  The volunteers include:  Rob Claybrook, Brad Blain, Stu Johnson, Doug Donaldson, Larry Neuzel, John Simson, Matthew 
Simson, and Jim Geary. 

 
Current Income / Expense 

April 18, 2019 
 

Income                  (in thousands)    % Budgeted 
 

SHECP           518      33.4 
Contributions          342                        27.2 
The Source            32      25.7 
Other Income            16      36.2 
 
    Total Income          908       30.5 
 
 
 
 Expenses   
SHECP           481      31.0 
Capital             42        33.3 
Property                           51      27.7 
Personnel          248      30.3 
Administrative            42      22.7 
Education & Worship           22        32.6 
The Source            26      28.4 
Leisure & Outreach             4      13.7 
 
    Total Expenses      916      30.0  

     Balance                       (8) 
 

 
  

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE  -  RICK ARNOLD 
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 Snapshot: 5:30-7:30pm Sundays, May 5 and 19.  How does following Jesus make us a rebel?  We’ll unpack this idea together. 
 Embrace Meal:  On Monday, May 20, we’ll go to Embrace UMC (1015 N Limestone) and help with their community meal.  They need 

help serving and cleaning up.  Meet at Southern Hills at 5:15, and we’ll be back by 8:00 p.m.   
 Middle School Small Groups:  Wednesdays, May 1, 8, and 15, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  We’ll meet in the Great Room to grow our roots 

deeper into Christ.  For grades 6-8. 
 High School Small Groups:  Thursdays, May 2, 9, and 16, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. We’ll meet at Katy’s house (2153 Palomar Trace).  We 

are going to go through the book of Galatians. 
 Dreamers Sunday School:  A student-led class for grades 6-12 that meets from 10:30-11:00 a.m. on Sundays at the Southern Hills  
        campus.  It focuses on studying the Bible and building up student leaders.   
 Confirmation Retreat:  Our mini retreat will be at the Harrodsburg Rd. campus on Friday, May 3.  Students need their binders, a  
        sleeping bag and pillow, and maybe a change of clothes.  It’ll be from 8 p.m. on Friday until noon on Saturday.  We’ll provide breakfast and  
        lunch. 
 Confirmation Sunday:  Sunday, May 12, is the day our 4 confirmation students this year will come forward at the 9:30 service at  
       Harrodsburg Rd. to officially join the church and affirm their faith in Christ.  Come and celebrate with us! 
 Youth Band:  Wednesdays, May 1, 8, and 15, in the youth room.  We’ll practice songs to lead worship at Snapshot.  If you play an  
        instrument or want to sing, feel free to join us, even if it is just for a week! 
 Local Summer Mission Trip:   Our local summer mission trip will be Monday, July 8, through Friday, July 12.  We will be staying at 

Asbury University and working alongside 3 other Methodist churches.  The cost is $150 per person (scholarships available if needed).  Sign 
up on the youth room door. 

 Summer Schedule:  As summer is coming up, remember that we will have prayer lunches at Fazoli’s in Palomar on most Wednesdays 
from 2-3 p.m.  Also, we are going to keep doing game day, but a little differently.  We will play for a few hours, then have a guys’ small 
group and a girls’ small group back at church. 

Brian Shumard ~ Director of Youth ministry 

 
  ONE TO GROW ON 

 
  The Grow Team seeks to encourage our community of believers to grow deeper in relationship with Christ.  Our prayer is  
  that you will be inspired to forge new spiritual disciplines:  to be intentional to make time every day to get alone with God  
  (practice being in His Presence), to delve into His Word and allow it to penetrate your heart, and to develop new practices  

  of daily prayer.  To that end, here is ONE TO GROW ON… “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ.  
And so, through Him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.” (2 Corinthians 1:20).  That Truth should motivate each of us to 
search God’s Word so that not one promise is left unclaimed.  “God never made a promise that was too good to be true.”  (D.L. Moody, 
American evangelist 1837-1899) Amen! 

                                     PASTA LUNCHEON 
     MISSION FUNDRAISER 

SUNDAY, MAY 19th 
11:00 AM-1:30 PM 

 
Menu:  pasta, salad, bread, and dessert 

 
Monetary donations accepted and appreciated.  Come join us for good 
food and church fellowship.  All proceeds benefit our 2019 Guatemala 

Mission Team! 
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Return Services Requested 

Senior Pastor 

Dr. William Moore 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Jill Ruhl 

Assistant Pastor 

Rev. Eric Hughes 

Director of Music & 

Worship  

Rev. Joan Wooden 

Director of Youth 

Brian Shumard 

Director of Children 

Kristina White 

Director of Recreation/

Fellowship 

Brian Cathey 

May 2019 

Scan here with your 

smartphone QR Code 

Reader app  to go to the 

Southern Hills website. 

 
SERMONS IN  TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

  

May 5:    “Caught Anything?” John 21:1-14    
       Dr. Bill Moore preaching 
May 12:   “Trust God When You Feel Lonely,” Psalm 40:1-3 
       Dr. Bill Moore preaching 
May 19:   “Finding God in the Stillness,” Psalm 46:10 
                  Rev. Eric Hughes preaching 
May 26:   “A Time to Remember,” Revelation 7:9-19 
       Dr. Bill Moore preaching 


