
A WARM WELCOME
Welcome to Southern Hills United Methodist Church!  We are so glad that 
you have chosen to worship with us today.  Before you leave, please take a 
few minutes to stop by our Welcome Center, located just outside the wor-
ship center in the Narthex.  Our volunteers will be happy to assist you with 
any questions you may have or additional information you desire about the 
church.  

FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are in memory of Pat Herren, our beloved 
friend and member of the Pat Herren Circle, for whom it was named.  
Always an inspiration, she gave her smile and support to our membership.  
We fondly remember her.  --The Pat Herren Circle

BAPTISM
We celebrate the baptism of Albert Bie this morning.  Albert is the son of 
Alex and Jennifer Bie.  

DEATHS
We express our condolences and hold in prayer Carol Marheine and family 
following the death of Ed Marheine, who passed away November 27, 2019.  

WELCOME TO SOUTHERN HILLS 
We invite all who worship with us this morning to join us for fellowship in 
Herren Hall immediately following the 8:30 service, or attend one of the 
educational offerings available throughout our campus for children, youth 
and adults. To learn more about Southern Hills, please stop by our Welcome 
Center located in the front entrance. Someone will greet you and show how 
you may get involved in our vital ministries.
 
All visitors and members of Southern Hills are encouraged to fill out the 
black registration pad found in the pews. We use this information to send 
you our church newsletter, to update our records, and to respond to your 
prayer requests. We respect your privacy by not sharing your personal 
information with others.
   

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Acolytes:  Eliza Bartlett and Isabella Hartman 

Music Staff:  Rev. Joan Wooden, Director of Music Ministries 
Dr. James Humlong, Pianist/Organist  

Pastors:  Rev. Jim Nichols, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jill Ruhl, Associate Pastor and

Pastor of The Source—A United Methodist Community
Rev. Eric Hughes, Assistant Pastor

 

December 8, 2019

Southern Hills’ worship services may be heard on 630 WLAP-AM radio and on WLAP.COM 
every Sunday at 8:30 a.m., brought to you by Al Torstrick Insurance and the Bank of the 

Bluegrass.

THIS WEEK AT SOUTHERN HILLS…

Sunday, December 8
8:30a Worship Service with Holy Communion, Sanctuary
9:15a Source Studies, Keithshire Campus
9:35a Seekers Class, Fireside Rm
9:35a     Bible Apps, Bonus Rm
9:35a Bible Diggers, Library
9:35a     Because of Bethlehem study, Chapel
9:35a     The Redemption of Scrooge study, Courtyard Rm.
9:35a Children’s Ministry, Activities Rm
9:35a   Children’s Ministry (PK-K), Rm 610
9:35a Youth-Led Sunday School Class, Great Rm
10:10a Love Notes, Preschool Rm (Activities Building) 
10:30a Source Worship, Keithshire Campus
10:45a Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary  
4:30p      Youth Choir, Choir Rm 
5:00p Children’s Worship Enrichment Activities and Snack, Courtyard Rm   
5:30p     Children’s Choir, Choir Rm  
5:30p Snapshot (Youth Group)
6:15p     Celebration Ringers (grades 2-5), Choir Room
6:30p     Carillon Choir (Adult Handbells), Sanctuary
Monday, December 9
9:30a Upper Room Prayer Team, Prayer Chapel
10:00a Vitality Aerobics, Great Rm
6:00p Methodist Men, Courtyard Rm.
7:00p AA, Fireside Room
Tuesday, December 10
10:00a Pat Herren Circle, The Source
6:00p     MOVE Vocal Rehearsal, Sanctuary
6:30p     LOVE Vocal Rehearsal, Sanctuary
6:30p Basketball, Men age 35 & up, Gym
7:00p     Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:00p AA, Fireside Rm
Wednesday, December 11
9:30a Ladies Bible Study, The Source, Keithshire Campus
10:00a Vitality Aerobics, Great Rm
10:30a    Faith-Susannah Wesley Circle, home of Natalie Wilson
12:00p Sarah Bagby Circle, Fireside Rm
5:30p Festival of Christmas Dinner (Please make reservations) 
6:30p Festival of Christmas Concert, Sanctuary
7:30p     Al-Anon, Fireside Rm
Thursday, December 12
9:30a Open Bridge, Reception Rm
1:30p Jill Ruhl’s Small Group, Library 
6:00p     Open Table, The Source 
6:30p Youth Small Groups, home of Katy and Emily Walsh
6:30p Men’s age 35 and over Basketball, Gym
7:00p Boy Scout Troop 186,  Activities Kitchen
7:00p Take Your Best Shot, Bonus Rm   
Friday, December 13
10:00a Vitality Aerobics Class, Great Rm
12:00p Al-Anon, Conference (Bonus) Rm
Saturday, December 14
11:00a Al-Anon, Fireside Rm
11:00a    AlaTeen, Library

                                   HEALTH AND WELLNESS TIP
                             A Less-Is-More Christmas Season:  It’s counterintuitive 
                               to do less, but doing less leaves more room for family,
simple traditions, and the true spirit of Christmas.  You don’t do more to 
invite the spirit of Christmas into your life--you do less.  With less “to dos,” 
you have more room to invite Christ into your life.

TASTE TEST IN HERREN HALL TODAY!
Please stop by Herren Hall this morning for a sample of pumpkin spice 
muffins courtesy of the Health and Wellness Ministry Team.

ADVENT VESPERS SERVICE AT ASBURY SEMINARY
All are invited to attend Asbury Theological Seminary’s Advent Vespers 
Service, Glory!, which will be held this evening, December 8, at 6:00 p.m. 
in Estes Chapel.  The service will feature the Asbury Seminary Singers and 
Orchestra and the Kalas Children’s Choir.  

FAITH-SUSANNAH WESLEY CIRCLE
The Faith-Susannah Wesley Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 11, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Natalie Wilson.  We will have our annual 
Christmas potluck luncheon and find out who our Secret Partner has been 
this year.

PAT HERREN CIRCLE
The Pat Herren Circle will meet on December 10th at 10:00 a.m. at The 
Source for a short meeting preceding our annual Christmas luncheon.  We 
will walk over to the Tea Room for our luncheon at 11:00 a.m.

SARAH BAGBY CIRCLE
Please join the Sarah Bagby Circle for our December 11 meeting in the 
Fireside Room at noon.  Bring a finger food to share and enjoy Christian fel-
lowship as we dine together.  Our program will be presented by Jeanne Lanz 
about UMW mission pledges.  

Next Sunday:  December 15, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent

Sermon Series:  God, Come Near: 
Moving Into the Neighborhood (Advent Conspiracy)

Rev. Jim Nichols preaching—“Love All”
Matthew 22: 34-40

UPCOMING SOUTHERN HILLS ADVENT EVENTS!
Wednesday, Dec. 11:  Festival of Christmas 

(dinner 5:30 p.m., concert 6:30 p.m.)
Sunday, December 15:  Sing for Your Supper (3:30 p.m.)

Wednesday, December 18:  Family Christmas Party (5:30 p.m.)
Sunday, December 22:  Blue Christmas Service (5:30 p.m.)

Tuesday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Services (4:00 & 6:00 p.m.)



Southern Hills has a prayer request phone line.  Please call (859)277-8557 to leave a voice 
message about your prayer request.  Please state whether you’d like your request to be shared 

with the congregation on our prayer list or whether you’d like it to remain confidential.

 
We have rebooted Wednesday night Recharge!  Come join us for a family 
time around a table to fellowship and feast together with food and in our 
faith.  Dinner will still begin at 5:30, and as we eat we will explore life 
together and check in with our larger church family.  At 6:15, we’ll share a 
scripture story and a short devotional.  Then from 6:30-7:00 we will break 
into age-specific groups for discipleship and sharing.  We hope you will 
Recharge with us!  Please be sure to make meal reservations by marking 
“Wed. Meal” with the number of people attending on the attendance 
pad or by calling the church office with your reservation by noon on 
Mondays.  

Upcoming Menu:
December 11th:  pot roast, mashed potatoes, veggies, and rolls 

(Festival of Christmas Concert)
December 18th:  menu to be determined

(Family Christmas Party)

ROADRUNNERS
The Roadrunners meet twice a month on Thursdays to enjoy food and fel-
lowship together.  They visit area restaurants and spend time in conversation 
while enjoying a good meal.  Here is the upcoming schedule:                  

December 12th:  Ramsey’s -- Nicholasville Road
December 26th:  no lunch -- Merry Christmas!

MYRON BEAL TOY PROJECT

The United Methodist Men are once again leading a project to provide toys, 
clothing, and coats to families in the Big Creek community of Clay County.  
We need new or gently used toys for all ages and/or money to buy toys at 
discounted prices.  We will also be taking winter coats, gloves, mittens, etc. 
for children and adults.  Tom and Chris Denman came to Big Creek more 
than 30 years ago to do outreach ministry to children and families.  The 
Myron Beal Toy Project has been collecting toys for them for 25+ years, and 
we continue to be impressed with their ministry.  The Methodist Men are 
grateful to all who have donated over the years.  You can bring donations of 
toys and coats to the church or mark your check with “Toy Project” and put 
it in the collection plate.  You can contact Dennis Liptrap, Bill Johnson, or 
Jerry Day for more information.  We will be in Herren Hall between services 
in December.

 
• Snapshot:  5:30-7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8.  We will have our Christmas 

party.  Come dressed up as your favorite Christmas movie character and 
bring a small, quirky gift that costs no more than $5 for a gift exchange.  
Even better if you can make it out of stuff from your house.

• Salvation Army Bell Ringing:  Saturday, Dec. 14, we will be ringing 
bells at two doors at the Nicholasville Rd. Walmart.  Find a friend and 
sign up for a two-hour shift on the youth room door.  It’s a fun way to 
serve over the holidays!

• Thursday Small Group:  Thursday, Dec. 12, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Meet 
at Katy and Emily’s house (2153 Palomar Trace) to take some time to 
ask some deep questions about our faith and how it influences our lives.  
For grades 6-12.

SING FOR YOUR SUPPER
This year’s Sing for Your Supper, our annual church-wide Christmas 
caroling event, will be held on Sunday, December 15th.  This event, where 
we focus on caroling to members of our church family, will begin at 3:30 
p.m.  All participants are invited to meet in Herren Hall to divide into small 
caroling groups and receive specific locations/instructions.  (Our Children’s 
Choir and their families are invited to join a special group that will travel 
together using one of our church buses!)  After caroling, we will meet back 
at the church for soup, sandwiches, and fellowship at 5:30 p.m.  Sandwiches 
will be provided, but we invite you to bring a crock pot of your favorite soup 
to share if possible.  If you love to share the joy of Christmas, please join 
us!  “The best way to spread Christmas Cheer is singing loud for all to hear,” 
(from Elf).  

A FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS

Our annual church-wide music ministries concert and worship experience 
will be held on Wednesday, December 11th, at 6:30 p.m. in our beautiful 
sanctuary with our newly renovated organ, played by Dr. James Humlong.  
The concert will feature most of our vocal choirs, including our Children’s 
Choir, Youth Choir, Ladies Only Vocal Ensemble, Men Only Vocal 
Ensemble, and our Chancel Choir.  Our adult handbell choir, Carillon Choir, 
under the direction of Bonnie Lynch, will also perform.  James Humlong and 
Ethyle Noel will accompany our choirs, and there will be plenty of oppor-
tunities to sing Christmas carols.  In addition, the Christmas Story, as told 
in the New Living Translation of the Bible, will be read by our own Marvin 
Bartlett.  Please make plans to attend this beautiful Southern Hills Christmas 
tradition.  

BACKPACK MINISTRY NEWS
Today is the day!  Christmas Blessing Bags for the students at Arlington, 
Picadome, and Maxwell will be passed out after services.  (Extra bags will 
be left at the reception desk for those not in attendance.)

Directions for filling the bags will be included, and as always, we ask that 
the bags include just the items that are listed.  However, we always seem 
to need more chocolate Christmas candy for the bags, so if you would like 
to donate more than one bag, it would be appreciated!  Extra bags of candy 
may be left at the reception desk or with your bag.

Please fill your bag and return it to church next Sunday, December 15.  You 
may bring your bags inside with you as you enter services (if unable to do 
so, just leave your bag beside your car).  If you will not be at church on 
12/15, bags may be returned to church by 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18.

It has become a tradition for SHECP to participate with us in this project, 
and we welcome their contributions!  We always look forward to this time of 
providing special food treats for the students at the schools over their winter 
break.

To be added to our email distribution list, please contact Sarah Hicks at 
sarahhhicks@aol.com.

Backpack Ministry Committee:  Judy Blakeman, Sarah Hicks, Nancy Kline, 
and Nancy Rhodus

WREATH PICKUP!
If you ordered a Christmas wreath from the boy scouts and have not picked 
it up yet, please pick it up in Herren Hall TODAY, Dec. 8th! 

JANUARY E-NEWS DEADLINE
Please submit all materials for the January 2020 edition of our E-News to 
Chelsie Stover at cstover@southernhillsumc.org by Wednesday, December 
18.  Thank you!

METHODIST MEN MEETING

The Methodist Men will hold their Christmas celebration on Monday, 
December 9, 2019, in the Courtyard Room.  We will meet for fellowship at 
6:00 p.m. and eat at 6:30 p.m.  Our own Dr. James Humlong will put us in 
the Christmas spirit with some Christmas music on the organ.  He has 
promised to play some notes from the third keyboard and the new set of 
pipes added to the organ.  Coach Calipari has his All Americans, but we are 
better because we have James!  Men, invite your significant other or spouse 
for a wonderful night out celebrating the season.  Mark the attendance pad 
with MM or call Dennis Liptrap at 223-1737 to reserve your place at dinner.  


