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CHILDREN OF LAUGHTER 

 
     On An Easter Sunday morning in 1966, an Anglican vicar named Gavin Reed stood in the pulpit  
  of his church and instead of preaching, without a word of explanation, took out a bowl of water,  
  some shaving cream and a razor.  After lathering up he proceeded to shave himself, rinse his face,  
  pat his face dry and then, without saying a word, walked out of the church.  After a while his  
  astonished congregation realized he wasn’t coming back, and they got up and went home. 
     The whole area was abuzz with questions.  When asked by the press what on earth he was trying  
  to do he said, “I just wanted to do something so fantastic, so completely out of the ordinary, so  
  completely ridiculous, so unexpected that every man, woman and child in the parish would talk  
  about it and they would spread it  throughout the countryside [and they certainly did!].  I wanted  
  them to catch the flavor of what it would be like to see a Risen Christ.  I wanted to do something  
  so incredible that people wouldn’t stop talking about it.” 
     We smile at the vicar’s actions and the resulting buzz, but isn’t that how we should be about the  
  Good News of the Resurrection?  Remember when Peter and John were threatened by the  
  Sanhedrin to keep quiet about the Gospel and they responded, “We cannot stop speaking of what we  
  have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20 TEV)? 
     Easter should be a day of joy, even laughter- it is the happiest day in Christendom.  It’s a day  
  that ought to bring a smile to our faces and a sparkle in our eyes, knowing that our Lord is risen,  
  and because He is alive, the power of sin and death has no hold over us.  After all, we are Easter  
  people.  Singing, joy, laughter- these should be the marks of our faith. 
     “Those who laugh last, laugh longest.”  It’s true, isn’t it? My friend, Dr. Jack Harnish, wrote this  
  about Easter:  “This is the morning of the last laugh that lasts forever.  In the empty tomb of Jesus  
  Christ there is laughter that rings through the ages and into unending eternity.  For Christ has the  
  last laugh- over death, sin, and the grave…” 
     Pilate gave instructions to the soldiers guarding the garden tomb of Jesus: “Take a guard… go  
  and make the tomb as secure as you can” (Mt. 27:65 TEV). They did the best they could, but we  
  can laugh at how hollow Pilate’s words were.  Make it as secure as you can, but there is nothing as  
  sure as the Resurrection of Christ!  He simply cannot be stopped!  No grave can hold him!  No  
  injustice can bury Him!  He always gets the last laugh! 
     At Easter we celebrate with joy and laughter.  We shout to the world the only word of Good  
  News we have to offer, the only thing of which we can be sure, the Cornerstone of our faith, 

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen indeed! 
 
Come, children of laughter, sons and daughters of the new dawn.  Come and share the joy of the empty tomb.  
His resurrection is now; His hope is forever and his love for you is eternal!  
 
Bill   

SERMONS FOR APRIL IN TRADITIONAL SERVICES 

April 2:  Conclusion of Sermon Series: Who is This Man? “Three Days that Changed the  World”, 

Matthew 27:45-24 

April 9: PALM SUNDAY, “A Lonesome Journey”, Matthew 21:1-11    

April 16: EASTER SUNDAY, “The Day Life Increased,” Matthew 28:1-10 

April 23: “Balcony People”, Philippians 4:4-13  

April 30:  “Hissing From Under the Couch”, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
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  Southern Hills’ Books for Children program had another successful season and distributed nearly 2,000 books to local  
  children.  Organizations such as The Nest, Step By Step, and High Street Neighborhood Center were some of the groups  
  that received books for the children they serve.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity and knowing how important  
  it is to get books into the hands of children.  Books open a child’s world to dreams and possibilities.  THANK YOU for  
  being a part of this wonderful ministry to children. 
   

 

 SNAPSHOT:  5:30-7:30pm Sundays, April 2, 9, 23 & 30. We’ll look at evidence & account of who Jesus was & ask ourselves  

       what we really believe about Him. It will be a great time to dig in & invite friends who have questions! 

 HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP: High School Small Group: Join us  on Mondays, April 10 & 24 from 6:30-7:45pm as  

       we have a meal together, share about how things are going & do a deep dive into the Bible & tough topics to see how our faith  
       informs us on them. We meet at Maggie’s house (4216 Nutmeg Dr. Lexington, KY 40513).  

 EMBRACE MEAL:  On Monday, April 17 we will go to Embrace church and help with their community meal. They need  

       help with cooking, serving, & cleaning up. We’ll leave from Southern Hills at 5:15pm be back by 8:10pm. 

 YOUTH BAND:  Wednesdays, April 12, 19 & 26. We’ll meet in the Great Room from 7:30-8:30pm to work on songs to  

       lead worship at Snapshot. 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL SMALL GROUP:  Wednesdays, April 12, 19 & 26 we’ll meet in the Great Room from 

        6:30-7:30pm. We’ll look at the growth of the early church by going through the book of Acts. 

 BACKPACKS FOR ARLINGTON:  On Tuesday, April 25 we’ll go to Embrace UMC to help pack weekend meals for 

       students at Arlington Elementary. We’ll leave from Southern Hills at 5:30pm be back by 7:15pm.  

 TIMOTHY PROJECT: Each year we pair students up with an adult in our church that prays for & sends notes of 

       encouragement to that student from April through May. The students do not know who is praying for & writing to them. They  
       meet at a banquet, which will be on May 21 this year.  

 SENIOR SUNDAY: This year we are going to have seniors share in the traditional services on Sunday, May 21. Come hear 

them share & join in celebrating them!  

 ALDERSGATE CAMP WORKDAY: Meet at church on Saturday, April 29 at 8:30am to go to Aldersgate Camp in 

       Ravenna, KY to help clean up & get camp ready for summer. We’ll eat lunch, play a game or two & be back at church by  
       5:00pm. Sign up on the youth room door if you want to go! 

 CONFIRMATION:  Sunday, April 23 meet at 12:00pm in the cafe by the gym for lunch then we’ll have session 4 with  

       special guests Dr. Bill, Rev Jill & Rev. Joan to help us discuss sacraments, methodist history & worship. We’ll be done at 2:00  
       this time.  

 CONFIRMATION MINI RETREAT: Meet in the youth room at church on Saturday, April 22 from 9:00am-1:00pm to 

look at the life of Jesus, how to live out a life of faith & go over what confirmation Sunday will look like. 

Brian Shumard ~ Director of Youth ministry 
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Rev. Jill Ruhl  

 ~ associate pastor 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  DAYTIME PACKING 
10:00 a.m. Set Up    10:30 Packing 

Thursday, April 13 
Thursday, May 11 

 

EVENING PACKING 
5:30 p.m. Set Up    6:00 p.m. Packing 

Tuesday, April 25 
 

FOOD DELIVERY 
4:00 p.m. Sams Club  -  New Circle Road 

Tuesday, April 25  (last one) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY EVENING MEAL 

AND ACTIVITIES 
       Our Wednesday night fellowship dinners are served  
  from 5:30-6:15 p.m. in Herren Hall.  We are excited to  
  enjoy this fellowship time together and hope that you will  
  join us and take the opportunity to get to know each other  
  around the tables. The menu is posted weekly in the 
  bulletin and we ask that you please make a reservation so  
  we can plan for the right amount of food each week. 
  Donations are suggested to help cover the meal cost. 

 
  MENUS FOR APRIL 

April 5  -  NO MEAL—Spring Break 
April 12  -  BBQ, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw 

April 19  -  Pizza and Salad 
April 26  -  Pasta and Salad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The SOUTHERN HILLS ADVENTURE CREW, aka  
 S.H.A.C., is a new multi-generational opportunity for our  
 church community!  S.H.A.C. goes on an outdoor 
  adventure about once a month to spend time in fellowship  
  enjoying God’s creation.  However, this is more than a  
  group that goes on trips.  We will also give back to the  
  environment and surrounding communities through 
  outdoor related service projects! 
 
  For April, we will be helping with the Aldersgate CAMP  
  work day on April 28-29.  We will go down on Friday  
  night and camp overnight, or you could come on Saturday  
  just for the work day.  Please email Brian Cathey at  
  rbcathey@southernhillsumc.org if you are interested in  
  attending, or if you have any questions.  You can also make  
  a financial contribution toward the work project costs if  
  you are unable to attend, but want to support our efforts. 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU, SOUTHERN HILLS!! 

     To my wonderful church family:  The Source is now  
  inhabiting our new space at 3330 Partner Place in the  
  Keithshire Place center, and YOU, my lovely church,  
  have helped us fit it out so that we are immediately up  
  and running with everything we need.  I am eternally  
  grateful for your support of our "Finishing a Good  
  Work campaign!"  I thank God for you, and I thank you  
  for your generosity.  If you have not yet seen Southern  
  Hills’ newest facility, The Source, please call me at 859- 
  358-4883, and drop by for a visit.  God’s richest 
  blessings!  Rev. Jill Ruhl 
 
 

THE SOURCE PUBLIC LAUNCH 
  We’re getting close to our public launch of The  
  Source!  Please be in prayer as we reach out to our 
  surrounding community, and as we engage those we will  
  invite.  And please be very invitational in regard to BOTH of  
  our campuses as we approach Easter on April 16th, and The  
  Source’s launch on April 30th at 10:30 am! 
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Financial Condition  
 
     The end of the first quarter is upon us and we are sound financially.   The second campus renovation is 
  complete, the first initial services have been held, and the contributions to The Source continue to exceed the  
  expenses.  Therefore, I can truly report that all is well at The Source UMC as we make preparations for the    
  public launch April 30, 2017. 
     The next major project we have initiated concerns our Reuter Pipe Organ.  This is a beautiful instrument but  
  is in need of some repairs.  At the same time James Humlong, our organist, would like to make some  
  enhancements he feels would be worthy of this wonderful organ.  All of this adds up to a little over $140,000, we  
  have already raised in excess of $20,000 to pay for the down payment, but we need your help in raising the other  
  $120,000.  We hope you will consider becoming a (Reuter) organ donor.  More information is available on our  
  website, and at the information desk in the narthex and as always please feel free to contact me if you have any  
  questions. 
 

Current Income / Expense 
March 22, 2017 

Income     (in thousands)   % Budgeted 
 

SHECP           320      21.0 
Contributions          282          22.9 
The Source          128    116.1 
Other Income            16      32.4 
 
    Total Income          746       25.6 
 
 Expenses   
SHECP           298       19.8 
Capital             32       25.0 
Property                  44       25.1 
Personnel          150       19.5 
Administrative            35       19.5 
Education & Worship         118       90.5 
Leisure & Outreach             5       13.4 
 

BECOME AN ORGAN DONOR 

     After over 40 years of excellent service, our 1976 Reuter pipe organ is ready for some updates and routine maintenance.  On  
  March 7, a plan was presented to the Southern Hills Trustees for the renovation and repair of the organ in the Sanctuary. The plan  
  was approved unanimously.  Since then, the plan has also been approved by the Finance Committee and the Administrative Team,  
  since it will involve a fundraising initiative within the church during 2017-18.  
     The work to be done would include replacing the leather under all 1,300 pipes (which has to be done every 40-45 years), adding  
  a new solo trumpet, replacing and revoicing a few poorly sounding pipes, a few other minor adjustments, and adding a third 
  keyboard to the console. The cost for all of this work is right at $140,000. This is a large amount of money, but as a reference  
  point, the current value of our organ is $550,000.  
     This project will begin in April with a down payment of $21,000 (these funds have already been received). The organ will be 
  removed, repaired and renovated, and back in place for the Christmas season. Careful work on the proposal has been done by our 
  organist, James Humlong, and he is available to answer specific technical questions about the organ renovation. Complete copies of  
  the proposal are available at the Welcome Center as well as at the church website. This is a long- awaited move to strengthen a 
  central part of our traditional worship services by maintaining this magnificent instrument.  Checks can be written to the Church 
and marked “organ”.  Consider becoming an organ donor! 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE  -  RICK ARNOLD 
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PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL 
All children are invited to participate in our annual Palm Sunday processional, which will be held on April 9th for all three services.  
In addition, at our traditional services, our Children’s Choir will conclude the processional by joining with the Chancel Choir for an 
exciting choral introit before heading back to the activities wing for Children’s Worship.  Please make plans to attend our Palm 
Sunday services, as our children help us to remember Christ’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. 

 

HOLY THURSDAY/GOOD FRIDAY OPPORTUNITIES 
Our traditional Holy Thursday Service will be held at 6:30 p.m. on April 13th.   This service commemorates the supper Jesus shared 
with his disciples before his crucifixion, where he instituted the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  Special anthems will be offered by 
our Chancel Choir and our Men’s Only Vocal Ensemble, and Rev. Jill Ruhl will deliver the message.  Our service will conclude with 
the stripping of the altar and chancel area, symbolizing the desolation and abandonment of the long night in Gethsemane and what 
followed. 
 
On Good Friday, beginning at noon and lasting until 6:00 p.m., the sanctuary will be open for Holy Communion (offered by 
members of our staff) and meditation.  You are also encouraged to linger, read scriptures and reflect on Christ’s sacrifice for us. 
 

EASTER SUNRISE AT SOUTHERN HILLS 
This year’s Easter Sunrise service will be held at 6:45 a.m. in the Southern Hills Courtyard.  With sunrise projected to occur at 6:59 
a.m., we will gather in relative darkness and silence and, at the beginning of the service, the Paschal Candle, symbolizing the risen 
Christ, will be lit.  We will sing wonderful resurrection songs, Dr. Bill Moore will present a brief message, and we will celebrate 
Holy Communion.  Afterwards, a light breakfast will be served.  Please make plans to attend this powerful service of light, as we 
celebrate our Risen Lord.   
 
 

TRADITIONAL SERVICES TO FEATURE BRASS, ORGAN, HANDBELLS, AND OUR COMBINED CHOIRS 
Our traditional services of Easter, held at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m., will include a wonderful brass quartet (University of Kentucky music 
students), our Carillon Adult Handbell Choir, our fabulous organist, James Humlong, our Chancel Choir, Children’s and Youth 
Choirs, and powerful congregational singing!  This intergenerational service will also include a very special Children’s Moment, and 
our senior pastor, Dr. Bill Moore, will present a message based on Matthew 28:1-10, entitled “The Day Life Increased.”  Please 
make plans to attend one of our Easter services of worship, and invite your friends and family. 

SAVE THE DATE (and your STUFF!) 
GUATEMALA MISSION RUMMAGE SALE 

SATURDAY, JUNE 17TH 
DETAILS TO COME 

Rev. Joan Wooden ~ Director of Music and Worship 

ROADRUNNERS 
 

APRIL 13TH  -  OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE  -  NICHOLASVILLE ROAD 
APRIL 27TH  -  THE CHOP HOUSE  -  RICHMOND ROAD 
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 PALM SUNDAY:  Children will gather in the Reception Room before the service.  They will participate in a processional 

waving their palms.  Afterwards, we will gather at the Welcome Desk to walk down to the Children’s Worship Room to contin-
ue our worship. 

 

 GOD’S GREATEST SURPRISE:  Our Family Event and Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 15th at 1:00 p.m.  We 

hope your family can join us at The Source campus for this special Easter event! 
 

 5TH GRADE BLESSING:  April 30th at 12:30 p.m.  This will be a special time for parents of 5th graders to formally bless 

their  child(ren) before they transition to youth group and middle school.  Be watching your emails for more information. 
 

 MOM AND KIDS EVENT:  May 6th.  Be watching your emails for a special mom and kids event on this day! 

 
 

Campus Rotation Schedule 
Children’s Minister:  Kristina White 

Assistant Children’s Minister:  Shawnne Carter 
 

 
 
 
   

 Dear Southern Hills:, 
 
      Thank you for your contribution of $8,030.00, and for the use of Herren Hall for our  
 Fundraising Dinner in the year 2016.  We are extremely grateful for SHUMC, and love  
 Bill Moore! 
     Blessings, 
     William Herndon 
     Director/Campus Pastor 

KRISTINA WHITE  -  Children’s ministry 

Date @ The H-burg Rd Campus @The Source Campus 

      

March 5 Both Both 

March 12 Kristina Shawnne 

March 19 Shawnne Kristina 

March 26 Kristina Shawnne 

      

April 2 Shawnne Kristina 

April 9 Kristina Shawnne 

April 16 Shawnne Kristina 

April 23 Kristina Shawnne 

April 30 Kristina Shawnne 

      

May 7 Kristina Shawnne 

May 14 Kristina Shawnne 

May 21 Shawnne Kristina 

May 28 Kristina Shawnne 
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  The UMW LEADERSHIP TEAM will meet on Thursday, April 6th, at 1:30 p.m. in the Reception Room. 
 
  The FAITH SUSANNAH WESLEY CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, April 12 at 9:30 a.m. in the Reception Room  
  at the church.  Our program will be Lois Dixon talking about the Churches of Lexington. 
 
  The SARAH BAGBY CIRCLE will meet at noon on Wednesday, April 12th, in the Fireside Room.  Bring your sack  

  lunch and enjoy the fellowship.  The program, which begins at 12:30 p.m., will be presented by Dr. Bill Moore. 
 
  The PAT HERREN CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  We look forward to  
  having as our speaker Rev. Lori Casey who will be talking about her work as Chaplin at Central Baptist Hospital in Lexington.  Our  
  mission food will be cracker and peanut butter in a plastic jar.  Please plan to attend.  Everyone is welcome! 
  
  The NEW LIFE CIRCLE will meet  Thursday, April 6 at 5:30 in the Hazel Finney Reception Room.  We will be discussing the  
  Hope Center Reception to be held April 30, the May Dinner and our July 6 Retreat.  There will also be an opportunity to sign up  
  for our annual fundraiser, the Gotta Dance Recital on June 2 and June 3.  Many thanks to all who provided items for the Methodist  
  Home, our Social Action focus for March.  To learn more about how to get involved with our group, please contact Teresa  
  Eikenbary (492-9198) or Nancy Ratliff (223-1940). 
 
  The MEADE SHOTWELL CIRCLE  will meet on Monday, April 10, at 7:00 p.m. in the Bonus Room.  Please see future 
  bulletins for program information. 
 
 
 

ATTENTION:  ALL FLOWER AND PLANT LOVERS 
 

UMW AND EAGLES FLOWER SALE 
(Formerly the Sarah Bagby Circle Flower Sale) 

ORDERS for SPRING 2017 
 

  Spring is here and it is time to start thinking about your summer gardening needs!  We will be taking orders in the Education Foyer  
  on April 2, 9, 23 and 30.  Order forms may be found in your Sunday bulletin on those dates, or at the Welcome Center.  Plants/ 
  flowers will be on display on those dates to purchase, preview and order.  Hanging baskets, whole or half flats and single pots will  
  be offered.  Herbs, peppers and tomato plants are also available.  Order forms may also be placed in the offering plate or in the  
  basket at the Welcome Center. 
 

LAST DATE TO PLACE YOUR ORDER WILL BE APRIL 30 
 

       Pick up dates will be one week later this year  -  we don’t want your plants to get “nipped” by the cold weather.  Pick up dates 
   will be Thursday, May 11 (1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.) and Friday, May 12 (9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
       If you have questions please call Mary Ellen Lutz (269-6167), Pat Childers (554-6708) or Jeanne Lanz (421-1934). 
   Proceeds from last year went to: 
 CHURCH     OUTREACH 
 Youth Trip—Guatemala    Mission in Belize   Room In the Inn 
 Children’s Fund     Children’s Methodist Home Wesley Foundation 
 Children’s Advent Program   Adopt-A-Family   Backpack Ministry 
 Altar Flowers     Habitat for Humanity  Common Good 
 Communion Fund    Nathaniel Mission 
 Second Campus 

TRANSITION 
  After more than two years of being with us at Southern Hills, Christ United Methodist Church is making plans to move to a new  
  location at the end of July.  It has been a joy to have these brothers and sisters in Christ living and growing at our church, and we  
  wish them well in this next chapter of ministry! 
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THE NEW SOURCE COMMUNITY OPENS 
IN SOUTH LEXINGTON! 

  It is with great joy that we announce that the new Source Community, a second campus of  
  Southern Hills, opened their doors for worship for the first time on March 12 at 3330 
  Partner Place, Suite 130 in Keithshire Place Center.  An energized crowd of people of all  
  ages flowed into the new space for the Sunday morning service at 10:30 A.M.  The beauty 
  fully appointed space in south Lexington has over 7,400 square feet, and offers, a spacious  
  Welcome Center,  a Sanctuary that seats 165 people with lights, sound and video, 
  Children’s Ministry rooms and nursery, adult education rooms, kitchen,  handicap 
  accessible bathrooms, and offices.  Much hard work went in to bringing the Source to this  
  milestone. The Source lead team, headed by Rev. Jill Ruhl, has done a great job making this  
  dream a reality, with an organizing assist from children and youth staff, and a host of 
  passionate volunteers.  Source Studies (Sunday school) classes began on March 19.  We are  
  grateful to all the persons who contributed financially to this start-up.  Between church  
  members, friends, and the Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church, the costs 
  to begin this new campus have been fully addressed. The public launch will be two weeks  
  after Easter on April 30.  Please spread the word that God is doing a new thing, and 
  everyone is invited! 


