
Gratitude and Thanksgiving Goes Togeth-

er Like Turkey and Dressing! 
 

 As we move into the month of Novem-
ber, many of us are very quickly transported into 
another world as we relive memories of family 
homecomings, food so delicious we can almost 
taste it, and simpler times of fun and fellowship. I 
am so very grateful for these memories and am 
looking forward to making many more in the very 

near future! 
 Gratitude, what a concept! According 
to Cicero, the great Roman orator and writer of 
prose, "Gratitude is not only the greatest of the vir-
tues but the parent of all others." Gratitude has 
been referred to by many Christian writers and 

teachers as the very “heart of the Gospel!” 
 Let’s take a look at the origins of this 
most important word: 'Gratitude' Fr < ML grati-
tudo < L gratus, pleasing: see grace. The word 
“gratitude” first showed up in the mid-fifteenth 
century. Adapted from the Latin word gratitudi-
nem, which means “thankfulness,” gratitude came  
to express deep, reciprocal appreciation for kind-
ness received. When Christians talk about how 
to become more like Jesus, a lot of disciplines 
come up, things like prayer, Bible reading, and 
community. What doesn’t come up enough—and 
might have a bigger impact than we imagine—is 
developing an attitude of gratitude. The Bible 
records several passages relating to gratitude that 
help illuminate the need to recognize the bless-
ings in our lives, and cultivate grateful and thank-

ful spirits: 
 
Psalm 23, So Much to Be Grateful For 
 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 
me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads 
me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 

anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.”  

It’s no surprise that this is one of the 
most recognized passages in all the scriptures. It’s 
beautiful, poetic, and comforting. It’s also a pow-
erful reflection on God’s goodness. Psalm 23 
identifies many wonderful elements of God’s care 
that we might normally take for granted—or fail 
to recognize. David recognizes elements like 
God’s provision (I shall not want), spiritual re-
newal (He restores my soul), His discipline (Your 
rod and staff, they comfort me), and His protec-
tion (You prepare me a table in the presence of 
my enemies).  

We’re often tempted to take credit for 
precious moments of comfort, care, tranquility, 
and victory in our lives, but it’s important to 
recognize the loving hand of God’s providence 
in our lives and be grateful. 

 
Psalm 50:23, A Sacrifice of Gratitude 

“The one who offers thanksgiving as his 
sacrifice glorifies Me; to one who orders his way right-
ly I will show the salvation of God!”  

Thanksgiving is one of the most im-
portant elements of worship. Not only are we 
recognizing God for His amazing attributes like 
sovereignty and patience, we are learning to rec-
ognize their presence in our lives. This not only 
glorifies God; it trains us to be more aware of 
God’s care in our lives. 

 
Psalm 100:1–5, Thanksgiving: The Gateway to 

God’s Courts 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 

earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His 
presence with singing! Know that the Lord, He is God! 
It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His 
people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates 
with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give 
thanks to Him; bless His name! For the Lord is good; 
His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithful-
ness to all generations.” 
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Please	remember	to	pray	for:			

• Our	church	family	who	are	con�ined	to	their	home	or	nursing	homes	

• Our	TV	Audience	(9	am	Worship)	

• Our	veterans,	public	servants,	police/�ire/medical	personnel	

• Our	Preschool	and	Scouting	families	

• Our	nation,	Christ’s	Church	universal,	the	United	Methodist	Church,	our	con-

gregation,	pastor	and	staff	

• The	Churches	of	the	Sugar	Creek	Cluster:		Darlington,	Linden,	New	Market,	

Mace,	Waveland,	New	Ross,	Waynetown,	First,	Trinity,	Christ	and	Mt	Zion	

	

Prayer	concerns:		Charlene	Hall,	Rhea	Doty,	Rhonda	Smith,	Velma	Cann,	Don	

Carpenter,	Rural	Mission,	Becky	Degitz,	Steve	Ashby,	Judy	Jones,	Bill	Dickson,	

Evan	W	Bonebrake,	Keith	Artz,	Kaleb	Barker-Switzer,	Jo	Anderson,	Barbara	Odle,	

Our	missionaries:		Chris	&	Anna	Pratt,	Cru	(formerly	Campus	Crusade	for	

Christ)	in	Orlando,	FL;	Nathan	&	Katye	Clark,	LOAF	Ministries,	in	Les	Cayes,	Haiti	

PRAYER MAKES A DIFFERENCE!   
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Our   
Mission  

Statement: 
 

To make 
Disciples of 
Jesus Christ 
for the 
transfor-
mation of 
the world    

Food for the Food for the Food for the Food for the 
FISH PantryFISH PantryFISH PantryFISH Pantry    

Current Needs:  
 

Canned Veggies 
Soups 

Shampoo 
Sides 

 
 Donations can 
be left at any of 
the FISH Food 
containers or 
grocery carts 

throughout the 
church.   

 
Thank you for Thank you for Thank you for Thank you for 
your generosity!your generosity!your generosity!your generosity!    

So far in 2017, we have given $57,096.40 towards missions.  These in-

clude:     
 
No Malaria  Human Relations Day  FISH Financial & Food 
Africa University VBS    Trinity Life Ministries 
Cru   New Day Charities  Discretionary Fund 
Half Way Home  SC Mission Trip   Joy in the Harvest  
Life Light Ministries Achaius Ranch   Rural Mission   
Heifer   Food Back Packs  LOAF Ministries   
UMCOR  Elysse Keesee   Midwest Mission Dist. 
Families Needing Backpacks  Rainbows & Rhymes Scholarships 
Braden Smith Mission trip  Montgomery County Free Clinic 

YOUTH	NEWSYOUTH	NEWSYOUTH	NEWSYOUTH	NEWS				

	

	 We know that the youth of the church are not 

our future, they are our now. So many times, we 

tend to put them in another room and coddle them; 

however, FUMC is not like other churches.  We 

have chosen to teach our youth the truth of God's 

Word, and we are seeing fruits from that labor. Re-

cently, our youth were asked to pray for each other, 

and, as you can see, they are laying hands on each other in prayer. What 

an awesome thing to see as God moves in our youth group! 

MISSIONS UPDATE 
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Join us every 

Wednesday from 

Noon - 1 pm for a 

�me of prayer for 

our children, youth, 

church and commu-

nity.  

Prayer �me is held 

in the chapel and is 

a come and go �me 

of silent prayer. A 

list of children and 

youth will be pro-

vided. 

CHURCH  

OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

The church office 
will be closed 
Thursday - Fri-
day, Nov 23-24 
for Thanksgiving. 

So Many Reasons to Give Thanks! 
 

-Thanks to everyone who helped to make our annual Family Fall Festival a suc-
cess! Many families in attendance enjoyed the fun, food, and fellowship. Dur-
ing the morning service, our preschool and Sunday school children sang “Our 
God is So Great!” and “King of the Universe,” as we wrapped up our church 
wide study, “God’s Love Is...”. Marilyn Myers was honored for her over 40 
years of ministry and service teaching Sunday school! We shared together in 
a delicious meal and everyone enjoyed many games, crafts, and activities. 
 

-Thanks to Marilyn Myers and Sue Ann Ford for teaching our preschool-2nd 
grade and Donna Hendrickson for helping with our 3rd-5th grade Kingdom 
Kids for this past quarter. We are looking for two volunteers for January-
March. We will be traveling through the Bible and learning about creation, No-
ah’s ark, and Moses and the Exodus.  If you are interested in helping or teach-
ing, please contact Rachel Campbell at 765-307-0452 or rrcamp-
bell23@gmail.com. 

-Thanks to the Wesley Thrift Shop and United Methodist Women for their 
generous donation to the preschool and our teachers. The money will be used 
for teacher professional development classes as well as the preschool healthy 
snack program and curriculum. 
 

-Thanks to the children’s ministry board, Bev Bannon, Peggy Herzog, Kelly 
Needham, Cynda Mellish, and Sandy Tidd. They have invested their time, tal-
ents, and experience in our preschool and Sunday morning ministry. I love and 
appreciate these ladies so much! 
 

-Thanks also to our staff members 
and congregation for being such a 
tremendous support during this 
transitional time in our church. 

 

Kingdom Kids Sunday School for children ages 3-5th grade is up and running! 

It runs every Sunday morning from 10:10-11:00am and is located on the sec-

ond floor. We have a story, craft, and music time. This month we will be learn-

ing miraculous stories about Jesus’ healing and provision, as we delve into our 

unit of study entitled,  “We Give Thanks, for He is Good!” 
 

Children’s Church is offered during the 9:00am service and the 11:10am wor-

ship services for children ages 3 through 2nd grade.  This is a time of kid-

friendly praise and worship, interactive stories, and unique crafts and games. 

We follow the same stories as the Sunday school session, adding other details 

and experiences.. 
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We have just finished our third month of preschool. Our 

children are learning and growing more and more every-

day. During the month of October classes enjoyed being 

outside for lessons and fun. They learned about trees, 

apples, fall, and fire safety. We went trick-or-treating 

to the downtown businesses in our child-friendly cos-

tumes. :)   

Classes will walk to the fire station in November to explore 

the station, trucks, and fire gear. Our four-year-old class 

will host a Thanksgiving lunch for their parents on 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  We still have openings for 2-year-olds. 

Please spread the news! 

GIVING THANKS by Pastor Patty 

 “Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.”  (NRSV) 

 
 Working in “Jesus name” implies that we live recognizing that he is our master, our boss, the 
one to whom we are ultimately accountable.  This leads into Paul’s reminder that we work for the 
Lord and not for human masters.  Yes, we are always to be accountable on our jobs and to our boss-
es, but the diligence we bring to our work comes from our recognition that in the end, God is our 
judge. 
 Colossians 3:17 is definitely one of my favorite scriptures.  Many times you may have heard it 
quoted, dissected, illustrated, and preached.  Paul says to do everything by the name, or the authority, 
of the Lord, then it is our spiritual duty to diligently search out whatever you are doing to find if that 
is enough. 
 Our friend Charlie Brown, asks his friend Linus, “Do you ever think much about the future?”  
Linus replies, “Oh yes, all the time.”  “What do you think you’d like to be when you grow up?”  Char-
lie asks.  Linus thinks a moment and replies, “Outrageously happy!”  I certainly like the answer Linus 
gave but nothing is secure.  The good times in life can be changed instantly by uncontrollable factors. 
 Linus gives the perfect answer and for those outrageously happy times we do give thanks.  But, 
we also are to give thanks through every good day or every not so good day.  The scripture is telling 
us to keep Christ in our hearts which would be by prayer, by gratitude, 
and love.  It is doing everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  Let us all continue to give thanks to our Father each day! 



Full of passion and exuberance, this is a beautiful picture of 
worship. The image of entering his gates with thanksgiving is power-
ful.  What if we thought of gratitude as the literal doorway into 
worship? 
 
Psalm 136:1–3, Responding to God’s Steadfast Love with 
Thanksgiving 
 “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love 
endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods, for His steadfast love 
endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His steadfast love 
endures forever”  

We need to pause and ask why God’s steadfast love is ref-
erenced so often in the Psalms (and throughout the rest of the Bible 
as well). Is it because it was important to David? Obviously. But even 
more importantly, the Lord wanted to ensure that this element of 
His character would really make its way into our hearts. Take a mo-
ment to consider the concept of eternity…it’s almost impossible for 
us to really fathom—and yet “forever” is the only way to really com-
municate the height, breadth, and depth of God’s love. 

 
Lamentations 3:22–24, God’s Never-Ending Mercies 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. 
‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in Him.’” 

Here we have the author of Lamentations (likely Jeremiah) 
reiterating the Psalms’ theme of God’s steadfast love. And then he 
adds a beautiful meditation on God’s mercy. Not only is God’s mer-
cy never ending, it’s renewable. We’re not living off yesterday’s pro-
vision. Knowing that God is extending fresh grace everyday should 
fill us with gratitude—and a reinvigorated conviction to walk in His 
ways. 

 
Luke 17:11–18, Expressing Thankfulness  

“On the way to Jerusalem He was passing along between Sa-
maria and Galilee. And as He entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, 
who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us.’ When He saw them He said to them, ‘Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went they were cleansed. Then one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with 
a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now 
he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, ‘Were not ten cleansed? 
Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?’ And He said to him, ‘Rise and go your way; your 
faith has made you well.’”  

We don’t know exactly why the nine didn’t return to show 
their gratitude, but it’s hard to blame them for forgetting to com-
municate their gratefulness when they realized they could go home 
whole and clean to be reunited with family. Gratefulness is a won-
derful feeling, but its real power is released through expression. 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits 
(Psalm 103:2).”  

 
2 Corinthians 9:10–15, The Link Between Generosity and Grati-
tude 

“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 

  
 
 

way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of 
this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also over-
flowing in many thanksgivings to God.  

By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of 
your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, 
and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, while 
they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God 
upon you. Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!”  

God desires to enrich us so that we can, not only meet our 
needs, but so we may overflow in generosity. When we give freely in 
Jesus’ name, the thankfulness of its recipients is given to God—and 
not to us. This passage is powerful because it calls us to see our-
selves as blessing’s conduits. We receive, in part, to give. In that 
giving, God is glorified! 

 
Colossians 3:15–17, Corporate Gratitude and Thankfulness 

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  

Developing thankfulness isn’t simply an endeavor for indi-
viduals. We are called to be cooperatively thankful as a church body. 
This passage includes instructions to the church at Colossae, and by 
volume, you can see how important gratitude is. In these three vers-
es, being thankful is mentioned three times. Multiple studies have 
shown the correlation between gratitude and increased wellbeing 
not only for the individual but for all people involved. One sign of a 
spiritually vital community is naturally occurring expressions of 

thanksgiving. 
 

Gratitude Sunday is Coming!  
A large body of recent studies have suggested that people 

who are more grateful have higher levels of subjective well-being. 
Grateful people are happier, less depressed, less stressed, and more 
satisfied with their lives and social relationships. I hope and pray that 
is true for all of us, but whether you feel content where your life is 
right now or even if you wish things were different, you can still ex-
ercise your faith by showing gratitude and thankfulness to God for all 
He has done and is planning to do in the future. 

As we all look forward to Thanksgiving celebrations, family 
gatherings, and the festivities of the season, may we allow gratitude 
and thanksgiving to God flow from our spirits until it goes together 
just as commonly as turkey and dressing! 

One way make this happen here at FUMC is by taking part 
in our annual Gratitude Sunday (Nov. 19th) and making your pledge 
to financially support our church. In doing so, you will be expressing 
your thanksgiving to God and at the same time, supporting the work, 
mission and ministries here at FUMC, helping to ensure our call to 
“Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World” will 
become more of a reality here in Crawfordsville and all throughout 
Montgomery County!  

 
Grateful to God and Thankful for All of You!  
 
PB     
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS continued... 
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Service Times 

9:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary 

 &  
11:10 a.m.  

The Gathering in the 
Fellowship Hall 

  
10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School with 
classes for all ages! 

 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Take-Up-A-Cup in the 
Library & Narthex 

DATED MATERIAL 
 
 

When I think of a King or Queen, I think of dignity. Due to the plethora of media in to-

day’s world, we get the chance to see snapshots of royalty in other countries. Imagine if 

we turned on the news and saw a special bulletin of Queen Elizabeth II dancing in her 

underwear to the praise of God. I don’t know about you, but that probably make me spit 

out my spoonful of Fruity Pebbles. Remember David, the greatest King of Israel before 

Jesus’ arrival? He did just that. As the Ark of the Lord was ushered into the city, we find 

David, in 2 Samuel 6, dancing in his underwear before the Lord. When his wife, Michal, 

saw him, she sharply rebuked him. David, being full of the Spirit, said to her, “I will 

make myself even more contemptible than this….” David understood that praising God 

comes at a price, and he gladly paid that price. My question to all of us is simply: Are we 

truly willing to become even more undignified than this in praise to our living King? Are 

we willing to pay that price? Jesus, like David, bled naked on a cross so that He could 

complete the greatest act of worship before God the Father. If Jesus and David can give 

up their dignity, can we not do the same before the Father? My challenge to our congre-

gation is simple, yet difficult; can we give up our dignity in order to worship God with 

our everything? 
 
Pray continually,  
Joshua 


