
 As I am writing this March installment of Pastoral Ponderings, I am still basking in the presence 
of the Lord and the moving of the Holy Spirit. What a blessing it is when God shows up in such incredi-
ble ways! In spite of my personal health issues, the passing of our precious little dog, Rusty, and then the 
heartbreak of losing Rachel’s father, Stephen Ashby, a loved and beloved man of God who was a true 
example of what a Christian father and husband should be, the Lord has proven faithful through it all! I 
was blessed to have been a small part of our Sunday evening worship service from a couple of Sundays 
ago when we all gathered together to share in a time of praise and worship and celebration of Holy Bap-
tism for several of our youth and a couple of our new adult members as well (well, soon to be “official” 
members”)! 
 I can’t think of a better way to help lead us further into our Lenten journey than spending time 
together experiencing the blessings of God and listening with our hearts words of truth from the Lord 
each and every Sunday, in our Community Groups, and in all of the others activities we take part in as we 
minister together in service to the One who gave EVERYTHING up for us and our salvation!  
 Speaking of Jesus and the awesome Good News of His Gospel, just as I was praying about a 
better way to share my heart with you all, I heard the news of the passing of the Rev. Dr. Billy Graham, 
worldwide evangelist of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, preacher to literally millions (possibly billions) of 
people, including multiple Presidents, Kings, Queens, and common folk like me! Dr. Graham always said 
that he only had one message and that was the fact that we all have one thing in common: We All Need a 
Savior and Jesus Christ Is His Name!  
 With this truth in mind, I wanted to share the anointed words from a song written by one of my 
favorite Christian singer/songwriters, Dallas Holm. This song can really enable us to better focus on 
God’s message of love for us and the entire world and it is entitled, “He Knew Me Then.” I know it bless-
es me and I hope it blesses you as well. 

“He knew me then, He knows me now, and He died for me. 
He loved me then, and He loves me now, oh, how can it be? 
He saw my face; He knew the place that I would be today. 
He knew me then, He knows me now, and He loves me. 

 
Some people say that He died one day, but that was long ago. 

Well, I'm sure that He was a very good man, but me He did not know. 
Listen, my friend, what I say is true-that He knew me and He knew you. 

He knew you then, He knows you now, and He loves you. 
 

He knew you then, He knows you now, and He died for you. 
He loved you then and He loves you now, oh, I know it's true. 
He saw your face; He knew the place that you would be today. 

 
He knew you then, He knows you now, and He loves you. 

 
He knew us then, He knows us now, and He Loves Us Still Somehow!” 

 
 Amen! Thanks be to God! May we all allow this reality sink deep into our spirits and help renew 
and refresh us during the rest of this Lenten season. God knows us, God loves us, and Jesus humbled 
Himself to come and give Himself to us through His life, death, and glorious resurrection that we might 
have new life, eternal life, and relationship with our God forever and ever! May the same power of the 
Holy Spirit that raised Jesus from the grave, fill us to overflowing and may the upcoming Easter celebra-
tion become so real to us all that we come to an understanding that we don’t have to be a Billy Graham in 
order to share the Good News with everyone! 
 
Blessings for Your Journey!  
In Christ’s Love, PB  
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS by Pastor Brian 



  

Continued prayers:  All persons connected to our church family who are con ined to their 
home or nursing homes, our TV Audience, Veterans, public servants, police/ ire/medical person-
nel, our Preschool and Scouting families, our nation, Christ’s Church universal, the United Meth-
odist Church, our congregation, pastor and staff, Churches of the Sugar Creek Cluster:  Darling-
ton, Linden, New Market, Mace, Waveland, New Ross, Waynetown, First, Trinity, Christ and Mt 
Zion 
 
Prayer concerns:  Ray Kirtley, Frank McDorman, Judy Jones, Ruth Evans, Ola Mae Mikesell, 
Ellen Read, Rhonda Smith, Brent Ashby, Kaleb Switzer, Velma Cann, Don Carpenter, Rural Mis-
sion, Bill Dickson, Becky Degitz, Barbara Odle, Our missionaries:  Chris & Anna Pratt, Cru in Or-
lando, FL; Nathan & Katye Clark, LOAF Ministries, in Les Cayes, Haiti 
 
Our Sympathies to Rachel Campbell and family on the lose of her dad, Steve Ashby.  

PRAYER MAKES A DIFFERENCE!   
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Our   
Mission  

Statement: 
 

Go make 
Disciples 
of Jesus 

Christ for 
the trans-
formation 

of the 
world 

Food for the 
FISH Pantry 

Current Needs:  
 

Peanut Butter 
Cereal 
Soup 

Boxed Meals 
 

 Donations can be 
left at any of the 
FISH Food con-

tainers or grocery 
carts throughout 

the church.   

Thank you for 
your generosity! 

 Here we are moving into the Lenten season which began this year on Ash Wednes-
day, Feb. 14th.  Lent is a religious observance in the Christian Liturgical calendar that be-
gins on Ash Wednesday and ends six weeks later on Holy Thursday.  Lent is the time of spir-
itual preparation, to the Easter season, just as Advent is for Christmas. 

 As I have been in Florida surrounded by Palm trees, I cannot help but think of 
Palm Sunday which brings me to the Palm Branch meaning.  On Palm Sunday, people re-
member Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross, praise him for the gift of salvation, and look 
expectantly to his  second coming.  The palm branch is a symbol of victory, triumph, peace, 
and eternal life.  John 12:13 reads, “They took palm branches and went out to meet him 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of 
Israel!”  Jesus began his last week on earth by riding into Jerusalem on a donkey under a 
canopy of palm branches.  Some churches decorate with palm branches in memory of the 
greeting Jesus received from the pilgrims as he rode into Jerusalem.  As we are now in the 
Lenten season, let us lift up the palm branches praising our Lord Jesus Christ loud and 
clear. 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

PALM BRANCH MEANING by Pastor Patty 

Every month we will give an update on our Mission giving for the year.  Year 
to date we have given $8,663.54 towards missions.  Here is a list of who we 
have supported with these funds:     
  
Montgomery County Free Clinic FISH Financial   
Trinity Life Ministries   The Hub Ministries  
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  South Carolina Mission 
Rural Mission    Food Back Packs  
Africa University   New Day Charities   
Half Way Home   LOAF Ministries 
Life Light Ministries   Elysee Keesee 
UM Children’s Home   Pam’s Promise   
Vol for Mental Health   FISH Food 
Heifer     Cru 
UMCOR 
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Don’t  
forget to 
Spring  

Forward on 
March 11, 

2018 

March 4, 6-8 
pm at New 
Hope Chris-

tian 
Illusionist 

Sean Emory 
and the Pur-
due Campus 
House Wor-
ship Team 

Sunday Morning KID’S CLUB 

 Every Sunday morning from 10:10-11:00am children ages 3-5th 
grade meet upstairs for a story time, music, crafts, and games. We are 
discovering how that every part of us belongs to God. Parents can 
meet in the church parlor on the first floor, for refreshments and fel-
lowship.  
Sunday Evening BRIDGE (Jr. Youth Group) 
 Students in grades 3rd-5th are invited to attend a Jr. Youth 
Group, called Bridge, every Sunday evening from 5:30-7:00pm on the 
second floor in the education wing. We will be learning about Jesus 
and applying his teachings to our lives. Come experience Jesus’ life 
first hand! Travel to the places Jesus walked and lived. Discover key 
ways in which you too can follow Jesus. Celebrate with Jesus at a 
wedding party. Sail with Jesus on a stormy sea. Walk in the footsteps 
of Jesus from Bethleham to Jerusalem. After the Journey with Jesus 
sessions you will be well on your way to discovering the big picture of 
God’s love and His plan of salvation shown through His Son Jesus 
Christ! 

Bridge Schedule 
Journey with Jesus 

  March 4th- Preparing Room 
  March 11th- BOWLING 
  March 18th- Super Natural Sighting 
  March 25th- No Class 
  April 1st- No Class 
  April 8th- Teacher Upsets Crowd 
  April 15th- Storm Rocks Boat 
  April 22nd- Blind No More 
  April 29th- Big Return 
  May 6th- Dead Man Walking 
  May 13th- Life Change 
  May 20th- Seeing is Believing 
  May 27th- Special EVENT TBA 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 



 

Page 4                                                                 The Chimes 

SUMMER SCHOOL! 

 

Would your child benefit from a little more kindergarten readiness? What about more sociali-
zation, summer fun, and time with friends? Enroll your child now in preschool summer school!   
 
Preschool Summer School will be for children ages four-five. Children will continue to prepare for kin-
dergarten, go on local field trips, and practice and perfect their academic skills. 

 
STARTS ON JUNE 4th and ENDS ON JULY 30th 

 
CLASSES HELD EVERY MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY FROM 8:30am-1:30pm 

 
ONLY 12 SPACES AVAILABLE! 

16 Sessions for $280  
Students bring their own lunches. 

 
Contact Rachel Campbell, 362-4817 or rcampbell@cvfumc.org,  

if you are interested in enrolling your child.   

PRESCHOOL 2 YEAR OLD CLASSES 

PRESCHOOL 3-4 YEAR OLD CLASSES 

 “Let the games begin!” During the month 
of February we celebrated the winter Olym-
pics. We had ice skating using wax paper, snow 
ball throwing with cotton balls, colorful count-
ing bear downhill skiing, and  Olympic ring 
panting.   
 During the month of March, we will cele-
brate Dr. Seuss birthday with painting, rhym-
ing wall, and lots of nonsense games. We will 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day as well, with lots of 
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COME TO THE USBORNE BOOK FAIR! 

 
Women’s Breakfast Schedule 

8 am Breakfast  
8:30 – 9:45 am Program 

Child Care provided 
 

Mar 3 Holy Cross Lutheran 
Mar 10 Christ Lutheran  
Mar 17 Harvest Fellowship  
Mar 24 First United Pentecostal  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Men’s Breakfast Schedule 

7:30 am Breakfast 
8:00 am Program 

 
 
 

Mar 3  Whitesville Chris an  
Mar 10 Harvest Fellowship 
Mar 17 Smartsburg Chris an 
Mar 24 First United Methodist 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

First United  

Methodist Church 
seeks to make  

disciples for Jesus 
Christ.  We seek to 

relate people to 
Christ, connect 

people to the Body 
of Christ, and 

reach out in love 
and concern to the 

world. 

212 E Wabash Ave 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

765-362-4817 

 
Brian Campbell, Pastor  

brian.campbell@inumc.org  
 

Patty Bymaster, Assoc. Pastor 
patty.bymaster@inumc.org  

 
 

Rachel Campbell,   
Director of Children’s Ministry 

& Preschool 
rcampbell@cvfumc.org  

 
 

Joshua Nobles,   
Pastor of Youth & 

Contemporary Worship 
jnobles@cvfumc.org  

 
Sherrie Lacy, Admin Assistant  

slacy@cvfumc.org 
 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

SOUTH CAROLINA MISSION CALL-OUT 

The Chimes                       March 2018  

Service Times 

9:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship in 

the Sanctuary 
 &  

11:10 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship 
in the Fellowship Hall 

  

10:00 a.m.  
Sunday School with clas-

ses for all ages! 
 

9:30-11:00 a.m. 
Take-Up-A-Cup in the 

Library & Narthex 

DATED MATERIAL 

 

 Here is a chance to GO make disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world on the warm, sunny sea islands of 
Charleston County.  Our 31st trip to work for Rural Mission will be 
June 8 – 17.  Our work entails building and/or repairing homes and 
witnessing to those at the work sites when possible.  We have jobs for 
people of all skill levels. Team members must be 14 years old and ac-
companied by a parent or at least 16 years old to travel alone.  There 
is no upper age limit for this team!  Our lodging facility accommo-
dates a team of 40. 

Registration (first come, first served) will begin at our first 
team meeting on Monday, April 2 at 7:00.  A $25 registration fee 
is required. 

If you are considering the trip or want more information, contact 
Cynda Mellish at clmellish@gmail.com or 376-2025 to be put on our 
contact list.  Any former team member will also be happy to share 
about their experience! 


