
 The month of February usually fills our minds and hearts with thoughts of love (and flowers, and 
cards, and chocolate candy, etc.) because of Valentine’s Day. As Christians, regardless of the month, we can 
take a great deal of comfort in the words of Scripture reassuring us that God Is Love. 1st John 4:15-16 tells 
us, “If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we know 

and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.” 

 The interesting thing about Valentine’s Day this year is that it is also Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 
the Lenten season. This combination of celebrations may at first seem odd to some, but I believe it is a per-
fect example of what true, sacrificial love is all about! God has shown time and time again that we are not 
only loved, but that our Lord indeed IS Love personified! Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, has done every-
thing possible, including giving His own body and blood, to prove that His life-giving, divine love is the 
greatest gift we could ever receive!  
 Even though I know this and believe it with all my heart, a question still worked its way through my 
mind and I remembered a gospel song called “If That Isn’t Love.” Then I went on to ponder this thought, 
“What if God Wasn’t Love?” What if God was some sort of self-centered, self-absorbed, Creator whose love 
was distant, conditional, and reserved only for the very best, most “religious” of us all?  
 Michael Caputo, in his “WHAT IF GOD...? Thought-Provoking Reflections About God” explains, “If this 

were the case, can we even possibly conceive how horrific human existence would be?  Such a sadistic god 

would create only for his own pleasure; existence would be a stage conceived to only satisfy His every whim; 

he would have no reason to create humans for any higher purpose, and he would have no desire to share 

eternity with anyone. If such a god had created humans, it would have been to simply get sadistic satisfac-

tion from controlling them and abusing them.”  
  If this were the case, I’m not sure if this planet would even be in existence at this point! I’m not sure I 
would want it to be! However, this is NOT the case (Thanks be to God!) and Caputo goes on to give us the 
Good News that we know to be the truth, “We humans are blessed to be a part of an existence conceived and 

orchestrated by a Being who is totally motivated by love. The Bible assures us that God is love (I John 

4:8,16); that He is a God who delights in and ‘exercises loving kindness’ (Jeremiah 9:24); and who is 

‘plenteous in mercy’ (Psalm 86:5). Everything about His essence is goodness and other-centeredness, and no 

selfishness is to be found in Him.  

         From the beginning, He made everything in the universe with love, with the ultimate aim that it would 

all be ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31). That ‘very good’ creation was to be a special world for His last physical crea-

tion; a special gift of love for His children, made in His very image: man and woman. The earth is ‘full of the 

goodness of the Lord’ (Psalm 33:5), yet it is only a token of the future world God is planning to give to spiritu-

ally transformed humans that will, by far, surpass anything imaginable in beauty and glory.  

         Lastly, humans were not simply created to exist for a period of time, experience life, suffer and then die. 

He created humans as His supreme masterpiece with whom He wants to share all things (Romans 8:16-17).  

 To accomplish this great aim, He sent His Son to die a most excruciating death, as supreme evidence 

that He wants humans with Him in His Kingdom forever.  As the Apostle John reminds us, “God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever-

lasting life” (John 3:16).   

  Let there be no doubt, therefore, that our God IS Love and Only Love, and that His aims are Good and 

Only Good, at All Times. Let all of creation be fully reassured and exult in this awesome truth!”  

 Great news, huh?! Well, if you’re anything like me and every so often troublesome questions go ram-
bling about your mind, place your trust in God alone and put those questions to rest. “What if God wasn’t 
Love?” IMPOSSIBLE!  
 As we enter into this Lenten season and you’re looking for something to fast, fast your doubts and 

fears! Allow the power of the Holy Spirit to focus your hearts and minds to be reminded anew of the reason 
and purpose Jesus came in the first place. Let us feast on the amazing truth of God’s Love to help guide our 
journey from the triumphal entry and the palms, to the upper room and the last supper, to the passion and 
the cross, to the tomb and burial, and finally, to that WONDERFUL RESURRECTION MORNING and 
the ASSURANCE of ETERNAL LIFE through JESUS CHRIST! GOD IS LOVE! 

 
Blessings to All! PB  
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WHAT IF GOD WASN’T LOVE? by Pastor Brian 



  

Continued prayers:  All persons connected to our church family who are con-
fined to their home or nursing homes, our TV Audience, Veterans, public serv-
ants, police/fire/medical personnel, our Preschool and Scouting families, our na-
tion, Christ’s Church universal, the United Methodist Church, our congregation, 
pastor and staff, Churches of the Sugar Creek Cluster:  Darlington, Linden, New 
Market, Mace, Waveland, New Ross, Waynetown, First, Trinity, Christ and Mt 
Zion 

Prayer concerns:  Ola Mae Mikesell, Ellen Read, Rhonda Smith, Brent Ashby, 
Kaleb Switzer, Velma Cann, Don Carpenter, Rural Mission, Bill Dickson, Becky 
Degitz, Steve Ashby, Barbara Odle, Our missionaries:  Chris & Anna Pratt, Cru 
in Orlando, FL; Nathan & Katye Clark, LOAF Ministries, in Les Cayes, Haiti 

PRAYER MAKES A DIFFERENCE!   
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Our   
Mission  

Statement: 
 

Go make 
Disciples 
of Jesus 

Christ for 
the trans-
formation 

of the 
world 

Food for the 

FISH Pantry 

Current Needs:  

 

Boxed meals 

Soup & Crackers 

Soaps 

Canned Veggies & 

Fruits 

 

 Donations can be 

left at any of the 

FISH Food con-

tainers or grocery 

carts throughout 

the church.   

Thank you for 

your generosity! 

As many of you know, we have six teenagers that received Christ as 
their personal Savior in the last few months. To honor their commit-
ment, and so that they can make a public profession of their faith, 
we are having a Worship and Baptism service on Sunday, February 
11, 6 pm in the Sanctuary. We would like to invite all of our congre-
gation to attend! We would also like to open the door for any person 
in our local body who has received Jesus that has not made a public 
profession in the form of baptism to contact Joshua so that they can 
be baptized during our Baptism Service. Come, celebrate the new 
life found in Jesus! 
 
We would like to celebrate that two of our students came to Christ 
in January: Regina Dodds and Eli Reeves. 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

BAPTISM SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

Every month we will give an update on our Mission giving for the year.  In 2017 
we gave $69,744.77 towards  missions.  Thanks to the work of our Missions 
committee, we will continue to give through our Endowment and your generosi-
ty.  So far for January 2018 we have already given $4,609.77.  Here is a list of 
who we have supported with these funds:     
  
Montgomery County Free Clinic FISH Financial   

Trinity Life Ministries   The Hub Ministries  

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  South Carolina Mission 

Rural Mission    Food Back Packs  

Africa University   New Day Charities   

Half Way Home   LOAF Ministries 

Life Light Ministries   Elysee Keesee 

UM Children’s Home   Pam’s Promise   

Vol for Mental Health   FISH Food 

Heifer     Cru 
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Sunday, February 4th from 5:30pm-7:00pm, our  brand new class for 
3rd-5th graders called BRIDGE, will have a kick-off with a Super Bowl 
Sunday special event at the Campbell’s house. We will enjoy eating, 
playing games, having fun, friendly competitions, and of course watch-
ing the game and voting on the best commercial!!! If you are interested, 
please rsvp to rrcambel23@gmail.com by January 28th.   

Bridge is a place where knowledge, faith, and action span the great di-
vide of unbelief and complacency. Bridge is an acronym (B-Building Re-
lationships R-Reading His Word  I- Influencing Others  D- Discipling  G
- Growing in Grace  E- Empowering). Bridge will run every Sunday 
evening from 5:30pm-7:00pm and will be held on the 2nd floor in room 
202. 

Scout Sunday,  

February 11,  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Tickets are: 

$5 (ages 4-12) 

$7 (over 12) 

Family of 4 or 

more $5 each 

 

Proceeds benefit 

Troop 315 

Philmont High 

Adventure Trip 

PRAYER  

SERVICES 

 

Join us every 

Wednesday from 

12-2 pm  

& Friday’s from  

7-9 pm for  

Prayer & Worship 

services in the 

Chapel.   

 

Everyone  

is invited! 

FAMILY STRONG! YOU BELONG! 
 
Our 2018 children’s ministry motto, is “Family Strong! You Belong!” This year we 
will be celebrating and connecting families. We are blessed with a vast variety of 
family units such as:  grandparents raising their grandchildren, single parents, two 
parent families, blended families, struggling families, busy families, thriving fami-
lies, etc. Our children’s ministry, here at First United Methodist Church, desires to 
continually connect families to God, each other, our church, and our community. So 
here’s to 2018  #familystrong!  
 
EVERY SUNDAY from 10:10am-11:10am we host a kid’s Club called, Kingdom 

Kids. Children are learning about using every gift, including their heart, eyes, ears, 

hands, feet, and belongings, for the glory of God. They are understanding that there 

is joy in serving others as Jesus did. Don’t miss out!   

                                                                                   

 
Here is important Kingdom Kid’s Club information: 
• Infant-2 years old-Nursery (1st floor-room 103) Cathy Kelsey 
• 3 year old-2nd grade (2nd floor-room 206) Marilyn Myers, Alexis Maxwell 
• 3rd-5th grade (2nd floor-room 202) Rachel Campbell 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS- While children are in 
Kingdom Kid’s Club, you can enjoy food, coffee, and fellowship in the church parlor 
located on the first floor.   
 
FREE CHILDCARE for infants-kindergarten, every Sunday for adults who attend 
the 9:00am-10:00am traditional service or the 11:10am-12:10pm contemporary ser-
vice. 

NEW CLASS FOR 3RD - 5TH GRADERS!   

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 



 RAINBOWS & RHYMES PRESCHOOL 
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We were so excited to see everyone after Christmas Break. It's always good to 
get back into a routine. We sure did miss these little ones. This month we are 
doing lots of snow activities. We will be making snowmen, penguins, polar bears, 
and playing in snow dough. We are also working on 
recognizing and writing our names along with shapes, 
counting, and colors. 
 
Let all you do be done in love. 
1 Corinthians 16:14 
 
Ms. Cindy 
Ms. Tracy 
 

Note from the Director 
Parents, thank-you so much for your support, cooperation and flexibility as we finish up our 
first semester. We are celebrating some needed changes and improvements such as our:  drop 
off and pick up procedure, which is working well and hopefully it is saving you time and offering 
convenience, a new security system, family friendly free activities and events, and our new 
playground, which exceeds all required safety features. This semester we will  be updating our 
church website, as well as the Rainbows and Rhymes Facebook page, conducting parent-teacher 
conferences for the three and four year olds, and hosting monthly, family friendly activities. My 
door is always open if you ever have questions, concerns, or just need prayer or a listening ear.  
 
Blessings to you all. Rachel 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR ALL OF OUR CLASSES 

• Remember. . .if Crawfordsville school system is on a two-hour delay, we are automatically 
cancelled. 

• Refer to your parents handbook for the days we are in session 
• Send a pair of extra clothes to be kept at school 
• Keep in mind that if the temperature is 45-50 degrees and sunny, we will take children out-

side for recess. 
• Check your student’s backpack daily 
• PARENT-TEACHER conferences for our 3-4 year-olds are being held the last two weeks of 

February and lasting through the first two weeks of March. Rachel will be contacting you. 

PRESCHOOL 2 YEAR OLD CLASSES 
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PRESCHOOL 3 AND 4 YEAR OLD CLASSES 

 

Meet our two new teachers! 
 

We want to welcome our new three year old teacher who will be working with Ms. Gwen 
two days a week.. Steffanie was with us last year and has decided to come back to teach 
in our three year old class. We are very blessed to have Steffanie on our preschool staff. 
 
 

Steffanie Brumett- 3-year-old class 

My name is Steffanie Brumett. This is my third year teaching 
preschool at First United Methodist Preschool. I am from Evans-
ville, IN, but I have also lived in Ohio and Wisconsin. I have 
three sons - Max (10), Marcus (8), and Monte (5) - and my hus-
band, Kyle, coaches basketball at Wabash College. I like to read, 
paint and bake when I have time. I have a degree in Business 
from the University of Southern Indiana, and I spent many 
years working with non-profit organizations before coming to 
Crawfordsville in 2014. I love teaching preschool, and I will be 
working with the three year olds on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 

 
Danielle Smith- 4-year-old-class 

Hello! My name is Danielle Smith and I am so excited to be a 
part of Rainbows and Rhymes! I have a great passion working 
with young students! I grew up in Greenwood, Indiana where I 
was baptized and graduated from Purdue University in 2016. 
My husband, step-daughter and I welcomed our daughter, Anna-
bel Lee, into the world this past July and as we have finally got 
her settled in and on a schedule, we are very excited for me to 
return to the classroom!  



 

40 Days in the Word															Spiritual	Renewal	

God says in His Word that Jesus came to bring us abundant life.  

Let’s join together in renewing our rela�onship with our Creator. He is calling us to a deeper rela�onship 

through Community Groups. There is truly more. Take the spiritual renewal challenge today! Pray and par-

�cipate. You will see that forty days of prayer and 40 Days in the Word really will make a difference! 

Please prayerfully consider taking part in this spiritual renewal campaign, which will kick off during Lent be-

ginning the week of February 11th and will go through the week of March 18th.  

We will focus on hearing God through His Word. Community groups, which will meet at various loca�ons, 

will be discussing 40 Days in the Word, a six-week study led by Pastor Rick Warren (Saddleback Church). The 

�mes and days of the week for the groups’ weekly mee�ngs are on the next page.  Cost for the book is $10.  

If interested in being a part of this renewal season, contact Doug Dunham at ddunham@cvfumc.org or 765-

225-6869.   

It is clear that we are being led to begin Community Groups to read, study and understand the Word of God. 

This will only strengthen our ability to go and make disciples for the transforma�on of the world. 

NEEDED:  

⇒ Commitment-Commit to a spiritual renewal season of life. Pray, and faithfully par�cipate in a communi-

ty group.  

“I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy 

Father, keep them in Your name, the name which you have given Me, that they may be one even 

as We are one.” John 17:11 

⇒ Prayer Warriors- Commit to faithfully pray for our church, community, and this renewal phase in the life 

of our church. Pray also for the hosts, facilitators and members of the community groups. 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS 
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Day/Time/

Location 

Begins Facilitator/Contact Info. Accommodates 

SUNDAY 

4:00–5:30pm 

668 South Golf Blvd 

Crawfordsville 

Begins 

Sunday 

February 11 

Randy & Donna Hendrickson 

765-376-4889 

randyhendrickson1961@gmail.com 

10 

TUESDAY 

6:30–8:00pm 

Place TBD 

Begins Tuesday 
February 20 

Steve Cann 

513-502-7076 

pastor-
steve316fish@embarqmail.com 

10 

WEDNESDAY 5:00pm—
6:30pm 

Children’s Ministry Office 
FUMC 

Begins Wednesday 
February 21 

Rachel Campbell 

765-307-0452 

rrcampbell23@gmail.com 

10 

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm—
8:00pm 

Parlor FUMC 

Begins Wednesday 
February 21 

Brian Campbell 

765-376-0116 

brian.campbell@inumc.org 

10 

THURSDAY 

10:00-11:30am 

Parlor FUMC 

Begins 

Thursday 

February 15 

Bev Bannon, Byron & Karen Thada 

765-376-2026 

bevbannon@gmail.com 

10 

THURSDAY 

Evening Time TBD 

Location TBD 

Begins 

Thursday 

February 15 

Stu Weliever 

765-366-5901 

stucarolyn@accelplus.net 

10 

FRIDAY 

7:30-9:00pm 

2411 West Delmar Drive 

Begins 

Friday 

February 16 

Monte & Suzanne Thompson 

765-376-3784 

monte@jmthompsonins.com 

10 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

First United  

Methodist Church 

seeks to make  

disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  We seek to 

relate people to 

Christ, connect 

people to the Body 

of Christ, and 

reach out in love 

and concern to the 

world. 

212 E Wabash Ave 

Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

765-362-4817 

 

Brian Campbell, Pastor  

brian.campbell@inumc.org  
 

Patty Bymaster, Assoc. Pastor 

patty.bymaster@inumc.org  
 

 

Rachel Campbell,   

Director of Children’s Ministry 

& Preschool 

rcampbell@cvfumc.org  
 

 

Joshua Nobles,   

Director of Youth & 

Contemporary Worship 

jnobles@cvfumc.org  

 

Sherrie Lacy, Admin Assistant  

slacy@cvfumc.org 
 

 

FIRST UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

IT’S WARMER IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Service Times 

 

9:00 a.m.  

Traditional Worship in 

the Sanctuary 

 &  

11:10 a.m.  

The Gathering in the 

Fellowship Hall 

  

10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School with clas-

ses for all ages! 

 

9:30-11:00 a.m. 

DATED MATERIAL 

 

 Here is a chance to GO make disciples for Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world on the warm, sunny sea islands 

of Charleston County.  Our 31st trip to work for Rural Mission 

will be June 8 – 17.  Our work entails building and/or repairing 

homes and witnessing to those at the work sites when possible.  

We have jobs for people of all skill levels. Team members must 

be 14 years old and accompanied by a parent or at least 16 years 

old to travel alone.  There is no upper age limit for this team!  

Our lodging facility accommodates a team of 40. 

 Registration will begin at our first team meeting in March 

(date to be announced). 

 If you are considering the trip or want more information, 

contact Cynda Mellish at clmellish@gmail.com or 376-2025 to be 

put on our contact list.  Any former team member will be happy 

to share about their experience! 


