
 I have to admit it, even though I now 
have a few weeks under my belt as your new 
Senior Pastor here at FUMC, I’m still feeling a 
little weird about how different my world 
looks! The truth is, I am a little weird and 
maybe some of you have found that out al-
ready! In  case you haven’t, I’m a grown man 
who collects rhinos, has an Elvis bobble head 
prominently displayed on my office shelf, and 
a hidden stash of kids toys and other “props” 
I have found to use for children’s messages 
(and would probably still really enjoy even if I 
didn’t use them just for the children’s enjoy-

ment!). 
 The good news about this little tidbit of truth can be found in the above writ-
ing that begins, “Blessed are the weird people…for they force us to see the world differ-
ently.” Jesus happens to love those who fit this description, maybe because He does 

too! He came to help the entire world see in a new and different way!  
 Actually, we Christ-followers are described in a similar, yet more intriguing 
way in 1 Peter 2:9, when it explains, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the praises of Him who has 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…”  
 Just stop for a moment and reflect on what this verse is telling us: We are 
Chosen, Royal Priests, who are part of a World-Wide, Holy Nation. We are designed by 
God to be Peculiar People (“Aliens and Strangers” according to 1 Peter 2:11) who have 
been called to come out of the dark, so that we might walk in His Light and Praise His 

Name so that others might know Him! 
 Now, some of you may still be weird like me (you know who you are), but 
we are ALL Peculiar People! Peculiar, as used in the phrase "peculiar people" in 
1 Peter 2:9 , is derived from the Latin word, peculium, which means “private property” 
and denotes, as rendered in the Revised Version ("a people for God's own possession"), 
a special possession or property. The Church is the "property" of God, his "purchased 

possession" (Ephesians 1:14 ; RSV, "God's own possession"). (www.biblestudytools.com) 
  Scripture tells us we were “bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20) and that 
price was paid by Jesus’ own body and blood! Isn’t He worthy of our praise, our love, 
and our willingness to be “peculiar” for the sake of His call to give our all to see oth-

ers come to know Jesus too?!  
 
 Weird, Peculiar and Crazy in Love with Jesus! PB 
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS with Pastor Brian 



  

Please remember to pray for:   

• All connected to our church family who are confined to home or nursing home 

• Our TV Audience (9 am Worship) 

• Veterans, public servants, police/fire/medical personnel 

• The Rainbows & Rhymes Preschool families 

• Our Scouting ministry, 318, the parents and the students 

• Our nation, Christ’s Church universal, the United Methodist Church, our congregation, our 
pastor and staff   

• The Sugar Creek Cluster churches:  Darlington, Linden, New Market, Mace, Waveland, New 
Ross, Waynetown, First, Trinity, Christ and Mt Zion 
 
Prayer concerns:  Becky Degitz, Steve Ashby, Douglas Dollar, Chuck Smith, John Doyel, Judy 
Jones, Bill Dickson, Rob O’Dell, Evan W Bonebrake (military), Keith Artz, Sam Jackman, Kaleb 
Barker-Switzer, Jo Anderson, Barbara Odle, Our missionaries:  Chris & Anna Pratt, Cru 
(formerly Campus Crusade for Christ) in Orlando, FL; Nathan & Katye Clark, LOAF Ministries, in 

Les Cayes, Haiti 
 
Our Sympathies to Kerry Dunham and family on the passing of her father, Rob O’Dell 

PRAYER MAKES A DIFFERENCE!   
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Our   
Mission  
Statement: 

 

To make 
Disciples of 
Jesus Christ 
for the 
transfor-
mation of 
the world    

Food for the Food for the Food for the Food for the 
FISH PantryFISH PantryFISH PantryFISH Pantry    

Current Needs:  
 

Rice 
Canned fruit 
Canned meats 

Cereal 
 

 Donations can 
be left at any of 
the FISH Food 
containers or 
grocery carts 

throughout the 
church.   

 
Thank you for Thank you for Thank you for Thank you for 
your generosity!your generosity!your generosity!your generosity!    

So far in 2017, we have given $42,020.28 towards missions.  These in-

clude:    
  
No Malaria  Human Relations Day  FISH Financial & Food 
Africa University VBS    Trinity Life Ministries 
New Day Charities Discretionary Fund  Half Way Home  
SC Mission Trip  Joy in the Harvest  Life Light Ministries  
Achaius Ranch  Rural Mission   Cru    
Food Back Packs Heifer    LOAF Ministries 
UMCOR  Families Needing Backpacks Elysse Keesee 
Rainbows & Rhymes Scholarships Braden Smith Mission trip  
Montgomery County Free Clinic 

Every 4 years, United Methodist Women from around 

the country gather for a National Conference.  In 

2018, it will be held in Columbus, OH on May 18-20.  It 

would be wonderful if we could send a car load or 

tow of ladies from our church to attend this inspiring 

gathering of UMW.  Are you interested?  Please con-

tact Karen Thada.  Early registration rates are availa-

ble for a limited time.   

MISSIONS UPDATE 

UMW 
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Our Mission for August is the Half Way Home.  The Half Way Home serves women trying to 

overcome addiction.  Since opening  July 1, 2016 they have successfully graduated 22 wom-

en.  The following is an example of how a life has been touched by this ministry. 
 
Just yesterday, we had one of our graduates stop by the building for a visit.  She has main-

tained full-time employment since graduation from our program on Jan 1, 2017.  She has her 

own apartment.  She has purchased a vehicle and she is purchasing additional furnishings for 

her home.  (We had helped her with donations of some necessary items when she left.)  She is 

happy, healthy, and excited about her life.  I took her into the dining room where three of our 

current program participants were eathing breakfast.  She did not know these women and I 

introduced her.  She told them, “Stay with this program and finish it.  You will think you are 

ready to go before the six months is up - but you need to stay the entire time because there is 

so much to learn.  You may not like the rules, but these women have made this program and 

these rules to help you.  I learned so much and these women are awesome!”   
 
If you would like to give to this organization, please write your check to FUMC with “Half 

Way Home” in the memo line.   

PRESCHOOL 
Registration  
2017-2018 

 
Registration is 
going on.  Pass 
the word!   

 
Call 362-4817 
for more in-
formation 

 
The Church of-
fice will be 

closed on Mon-
day, September 
4th for Labor 

Day 

 SUMMER IS A TIME FOR GOODWILL & ENCOURAGEMENT  

by Pastor Patty  

 
 I enjoy summer for its sunny days, rain that nourishes the new plants, or even 
the cloudy days that slows our pace down a little.  We get to enjoy outdoor activities, 
days that stay light longer, vacations which might include swimming, boating, or seeing 
old friends and families during a planned reunion.  One of the things that many still enjoy 
in the summer is the local 4-H Fair. As I have driven through Crawfordsville lately, I can-
not help but notice the green 4-H signs in all the stores promoting our local 4-H Clubs.  
4-H is a youth organization whose mission is to engage youth to reach their fullest po-
tential while focusing on head, heart, hands, and health.  These words state the 4-H 
Pledge:  I pledge my Head to clearer thinking, my Heart to greater loyalty, my Hands to 
larger service, and my Health to better living for my club, my community, my country 
and my world.  Seeking goodwill and encouraging others is used and important to many 
organizations. 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11a states, “Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up.”   The church in Thessalonica was very young, having been established only 
two or three years before this letter from Paul was written to them.  He wrote the let-
ter to encourage the young believers. He wanted to assure them of his love, to praise 
them for their faithfulness, and to remind them of hope.  But, let us imagine our church 
where everyone is a cheerleader.  They believe you can do it. They help you do it.  
They help when you stumble, and they are excited when you succeed. That is the kind 
of church we are called to be.  I believe that’s the kind of church we are becoming.  We 
may not be there yet, but we are heading in the right direction. The Bible tells us to 
come alongside of, to stand with.  You encourage as you come alongside someone and 
help carry their load, you help them keep going.  Let us think about these words as we 
say our Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.  We are to be alert to those around us that are needing encouragement.  Let 
us show good will guiding people in need.  Encouragers are God’s jumper cables for the 
church. It jumps starts others, it gives them energy and power.  It gets them going.  Let’s 
keep striving together to make good disciples and becoming an even stronger Church 
sharing our many resources of encouragement. 

AUGUST MISSION SUPPORT 



 HELLO CRAWFORDSVILLE FUMC!!  
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 Anna Parsons and I are so excited to begin our journey here with y’all.  Ever since I accepted the 
job here at FUMC, we have been chomping at the bits to get out here!  We want to extend our most sin-
cere thanks for all of your help in the move.  Your generosity, kindness, and love have been felt from 
North Carolina all the way to Indiana.   
 I want to take this opportunity to tell you a little about both of us.  I have served a gamut of 
churches ranging from Charismatic through Methodist since I was in High School.  My first official job as a 
church organist was when I was 15 years old, so i’ve been at this for about 14 years.  Speaking of music, I 
studied Organ and Orchestral Conducting at the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, from 
which I have a Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance.  I also have a post-graduate certificate in Injury 
Preventative Piano Technique from Salem College.  Now that I have given you all the fancy credentials, let 
me give you the real stuff: there are three things I love: Jesus, my wife, and telling everybody about the 
power of the Gospel to save and transform.  That pretty much sums up all things Joshua. 
 As for my beautiful wife, Anna Parsons, outside of Jesus, she is my most precious treasure on this 
earth.  (As an aside: she won’t answer to Anna, that’s not her first name, it’s Anna Parsons.  It’s an old 
southern double first name, but don’t worry, she doesn’t get offended if you say Anna!)  She graduated 
from the University of North Carolina School of the Arts prestigious High School Program, received her 
B.A. in Theater and Vocal Performance from High Point University, a Master’s of Music in Vocal Perfor-
mance from East Carolina University, and a Professional Artist’s Certificate from AMDA (American Musical 
and Dramatic Academy).  She’s sung in Don Giovanni, Die Zauberflöte, Hänsel und Gretel, Lizzie Bor-
den, and Cosí Fan Tutte.  Not only has she performed in Opera, but she also sings Musical Theater, Stand-
ards, and Contemporary Christian.  Of course, if you want to hear her, just pop on down to The Gather-
ing. 
 My new friends, I am so excited to serve with you here in Crawfordsville.  In that vein, please come 
by the church and introduce yourself; better yet, let’s share a meal or coffee.  I relish the opportunity to 
get to know you and your families.  So please, don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Love Always, 
Joshua 

Sunday,	August	6th,	will	be	Joshua	&	Anna	Parsons	Nobles	�irst	Sunday	with	us.		Joshua	is	our	new	

Director	of	Youth	and	Contemporary	Worship.		Please	join	us	in	the	parlor	during	the	Sunday	

school	hour	for	a	reception	to	welcome	Joshua	&	Anna	Parsons.		Everyone	is	invited!			

WELCOME, JOSHUA & ANNA PARSONS  

YOUTH GROUP KICK OFF 

Sunday,	August	13,	6	pm	is	our	Youth	Group	Kick	off!		This	is	will	be	a	great	chance	to	meet	our	

new	Director	of	Youth,	Joshua	Nobles,	AND	have	some	fun!		Invite	your	friends!		Parents	are	invit-

ed	as	well.		Stay	tuned	for	more	information.			



There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under 

heaven—Ecclesiastes 3:1 
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SUNDAY	MORNING	CHILDREN’S	MINISTRYSUNDAY	MORNING	CHILDREN’S	MINISTRYSUNDAY	MORNING	CHILDREN’S	MINISTRYSUNDAY	MORNING	CHILDREN’S	MINISTRY				

KINGDOM	KIDSKINGDOM	KIDSKINGDOM	KIDSKINGDOM	KIDS	

Beginning	Sunday,	August	27,	our	morning	children’s	Sunday	school	will	have	a	new	format.	

We	will	run	it	similar	to	Bible	school.	Children	will	be	learning	through	interactive	stations.	

Please	see	the	/lyer	for	all	the	details.	WE	NEED	YOU!	Please	pass	out	the	colored	/lyers	that	

are	inserted.	Hang	them	in	public	places	2with	permission	of	course3.	Give	them	to	family	

members.	ADVERTISE!	Also,	if	you	are	good	at	crafts,	stories,	games,	etc.	please	agree	to	serve	

in	our	children’s	Sunday	school	for	three	months	a	year.	That’s	right,	three	months.	It	will	not	

be	a	life	sentence.		:3		

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

MANY	CHANGES...MANY	CHANGES...MANY	CHANGES...MANY	CHANGES...	

Change	can	oftentimes,	be	uncomfortable	and	unsettling.	Change	can	also	be	refreshing	and	

greatly	needed!		God	is	moving	in	mighty	ways	here	at	Crawfordsville	UMC!	I	praise	him	that	

Brian	and	I	get	the	awesome	privilege	to	take	part	in	his	future	plans,	for	our	church	and	com-

munity!	Children’s	ministry	is	undergoing	some	major	renovations,	modi/ications,	and	uni/ica-

tions.	But	one	thing	will	remain	the	same,	and	that	is	our	love	and	commitment	to	Jesus	Christ	

and	the	spreading	of	His	love	and	gospel!	“And	I	tell	you	that	you	are	Peter,	and	on	this	rock,	I	

will	build	my	church,	and	the	gates	of	Hades	will	not	overcome	it.”	–	Matthew	16:18	

Much	help	is	needed	as	we	prepare	for	the	open-

ing	of	preschool	and	children’s	ministry.	We	are	

collecting,	combining,	organizing,	and	storing	

supplies	and	resources	from	our	previous	pro-

gramming.	This	has	mushroomed	into	a	monu-

mental	task	that	will	only	be	accomplished	with	

lots	of	help!	Thanks	to	so	many	of	you	who	have	

already	donated	many	hours	to	this	clean-up	pro-

ject.	Please	call	Rachel	2765-307-04523	to	sched-

ule	a	time	to	serve.		

	

Thanks	for	your	help.	

Children’s	Ministry	Team	

We	have	hired	four	teachers	who	have	been	

through	an	interview	process	that	included	

each	one	giving	their	testimony	of	their	faith	

in	Jesus	Christ.	We	are	

strong,	united	and	

looking	forward	to	our	

best	year	yet!	

	

	

HELP IS NEEDED 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

First United  

Methodist Church 

seeks to make  

disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  We seek to 

relate people to 

Christ, connect 

people to the Body 

of Christ, and 

reach out in love 

and concern to 

the world. 

212 E Wabash Ave 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

 
 

 
Brian Campbell, Pastor  

brian.campbell@inumc.org  
 

Patty Bymaster, Asst. Pastor 
patty.bymaster@inumc.org  

 
 

Rachel Campbell,   
Director of Children’s Ministry & 

Preschool 
rcampbell@cvfumc.org  

 
 

Joshua Nobles,   
Director of Youth & Contemporary 

Worship 
jnobles@cvfumc.org  

 
Sherrie Lacy, Admin Assistant  

slacy@cvfumc.org 
 
 

Marsha Smith, Choir Director 
Cindy McCormick, Organist 

Randy Neideffer, Maintenance 
Ray Baumgartner, Custodian 
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END OF SUMMER BASH, AUGUST 20 
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Service Times 

9:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary 

 &  
11:10 a.m.  

The Gathering in the 
Fellowship Hall 

  
10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School with 
classes for all ages! 

 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Take-Up-A-Cup in the 
Library & Narthex 

DATED MATERIAL 
 
 

Our	annual	Back	to	School	Bash	has	a	new	name!		

It	is	now	the	End	of	Summer	Bash!			So	mark	your	

calendars	for	August	20th	at	11:30	am	and	plan	on	

joining	us!		We	will	have	a	combined	service	that	

day	then	head	to	Lake	Holiday	for	some	fun	and	

fellowship.		Main	course,	

drinks	and	tableware	will	be	

provided.		Bring	a	side	to	

share,	chairs	and	any	out-

door	games.		Can’t	wait	to	

see	you	all	there!			


