
 The Easter season begins March 1 with Ash Wednesday. This is when we literally “mark” our 

spiritual journey with the imposition of ashes on our foreheads. It is an ancient practice that we will con-

tinue during Wednesday Night Life at 6 p.m. and at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 
 While March1 marks the beginning of what we call in the church the “season of Lent,” the 

Easter season is also the time to deal with our doubts. There is no better time than Easter to explode the 

doubts about faith and life with the remarkable story of resurrection. 
 
 There are many reasons why people doubt the Good News of Jesus Christ. Some doubt God’s 

love because they find themselves in a crisis. “God! I have just found out I have a terminal illness! Don’t 

you love me?” This doubt can cause us to become hopeless. Somehow, we make the jump to believe the 

lie that God does not care. One iota. 
 
 “God! Don’t you see the trouble I’m in? Do you care about me? My spouse is leaving me! 

Can’t you stop this from happening?” 
 
 Many folks simply do not believe they can be forgiven for their latest sin. “God! I still feel 

guilty. Why haven’t you forgiven me?” The writer of 1 John penned some words a long time ago that 

summarizes the entire Bible and the entire point of the Christian faith. It is found in 1 John 5:13. The 

New Living Translation reads: 
 
 “I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal 

life.” 
 
 There is a lot of mystery involved in faith. I would be the first to admit there is a lot of things I 

do not fully understand. Yet, I know with all my heart, the most important question has already been 

answered. The things written in God’s Word are written so that you may know absolutely, for sure, for 

certain, and with confidence that when you die you are going to heaven. 
 
 Does this mean we quit making mistakes? No. Does this mean we will avoid all trials? No. 

Does this mean people will stop disappointing us? No. Does this mean everyone will like us? No. Does 

this mean we will never sin? No. 
 
 What it does mean is this: you do not have to be perfect to go to Heaven, but you do have to 

put your faith in Christ.  Be thankful to God you cannot work your  way to heaven; if that were the 

case, none of us would make it. 
 
 Jesus said: “I am the way … no one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) Put 

your faith in him, not in your efforts, and you can know for sure that Heaven is your destination. The 

fact is, when Jesus Christ saved you 2,000 years ago, he solved your biggest problem. He has a solution 

for all the rest – but he is limited by your doubts. 
 
 If you want to see God work in your life, you must take some risks. Try that new approach. 

Get involved in a small group study (or Sunday School class). It takes more than Sunday morning to 

ward off those pesky doubts. Get involved. And then watch God work in your life. 
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REMOVE THE DOUBT THIS EASTER by Pastor Gary Lewis 



  

Please remember to pray for:   

• All connected to our church family who are confined to home or nursing home 

• Our TV Audience (9 am Worship) 

• Veterans, public servants, police/fire/medical personnel 

• The Rainbows & Rhymes Preschool families 

• Our Scouting ministry, 318, the parents and the students 

• Our nation, Christ’s Church universal, the United Methodist Church, our congrega-
tion, our pastor and staff   

• The Sugar Creek Cluster churches:  Darlington, Linden, New Market, Mace, Waveland, 
New Ross, Waynetown, First, Trinity, Christ and Mt Zion 
 
Prayer concerns:  Gerri Hester, Jim Wright, Keith Artz, Joni Hutchison, Sam Jackman, 
Kaleb Barker-Switzer, Dallas Meador, Judy Jones, Jo Anderson, Barbara Odle, Terrie 
Colosino, Pierce Green, Our missionaries:  Chris & Anna Pratt, Cru (formerly Campus 
Crusade for Christ) in Orlando, FL 

PRAYER MAKES A DIFFERENCE!   
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Our   
Mission  
Statement: 

 

To make 
Disciples of 
Jesus Christ 
for the 
transfor-
mation of 
the world    

Food for the Food for the Food for the Food for the 
FISH PantryFISH PantryFISH PantryFISH Pantry    

Current Needs:  
 

Canned meats 
Pasta & Sauces 
Applesauce  

Hygiene products  
 

 Donations can 
be left at any of 
the FISH Food 
containers or 
grocery carts 

throughout the 
church.   

 
Thank you for Thank you for Thank you for Thank you for 
your generosity!your generosity!your generosity!your generosity!    

 Over 30 church family members spent a recent Sunday afternoon discussing the 
mission of our children’s ministry and how we might accomplish it.  THANK YOU to those 
who shared your ideas with us. 
 Sunday, March 19 is the next children’s ministry event!  Before and after 
each service you will have the opportunity to see our goals translated into activities.  We are 
creating ministry teams for each activity.  We ask you to learn more about these activities 
and volunteer to be a part of this ministry.  We all have a responsibility to teach our next 
generation about Jesus (that’s why we are here, right?).  We have ways for everyone to par-
ticipate! 
 We have another group of applicants for our Director of Children’s Ministry posi-
tion.  We are excited to review applications and schedule interviews for March as we search 
for the person God has planned to help us. 
 Thank you for helping us “make young disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world”. 
 If you have questions, please contact any member of our Children’s Ministry Team:  
Kelly Needham, Peggy Herzog, Paige Livesay, Bev Bannon, or Cynda Mellish. 

THANK YOU’S 

Thank you to Pastor Gary, Pastor Patty and the Church family for your visits at the hospital and Well 
Brook.  Also your prayers, cards and phone calls.  May you be blessed for your kindness.  Joann 

Schlosser 

************************************************************************ 
Thank you for donating to our Graduation Saturday night and your continued partnership.  We have 

been immeasurably blessed by your staff and congregation.  Joe, Trinity Life Ministries 

************************************************************************ 
On behalf of the Montgomery County Youth Service Bureau, JUMP Program, I would like to thank you 
for allowing us to use your community room for our JUMP banquet.  The space worked out perfectly 
and everyone had a great time.  Thanks again for your support of our agency and your generosity!  Jill 

Hampton 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 



This is Paige Livesay, writing for our interim Director, 

Lyndsey Sparrow.  
 
Please join us as we pray for Lyndsey and her family, as 
they grieve the sudden loss of her father. Lyndsey has 
been an excellent interim director and we really appreci-
ate the interest and effort she has taken in our preschool 
program and its success. THANK YOU, LYNDSEY! WE 

LOVE YOU!!!  
 
Spring is around the corner (or summer, not sure what season we’re in anymore) 
and that means we are getting closer to getting our new playground! The teachers 
and kids are so excited to be able to get out and play on the “new playground”. 

Thank you so much to those that donated money to help pay for the playground.  
 
The kids have been working hard, learning letters, numbers, social skills and appro-
priate behaviors for kindergarten; like following directions, listening to a story be-
ing read by the teacher, how to interact with their peers and many other things 
that go along with being a student in a classroom. I am so proud of the progress 
they have made over the past several months, since the school year started. They 
are all unique and we enjoy each and every one of them. Parents, thank you for 

sharing them with us.   
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FOOD &  

FELLOWSHIP  

AT WNL 

 

March 1 

March 15 

 

5-6 pm 

 

Adults $4 

Children $3 
 

Everyone is  

invited! 

JESUS, SON OF GOD  by Pastor Patty 

I Am A Church 

Member 
 

Join one of the "I 
Am a Church Mem-
ber" small groups 

beginning Feb 27.   
 

WHEN:   
Monday 10 a.m. 

Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 
(mixed & women's 

group) 
Thursday, 9 a.m. 

(women's group), 7 

p.m. (mixed).  
 

It’s not too late to 
join!  Call the 

church office at 362
-4817 or sign up 

Sunday morning.   
 

 The theological debate over how to understand the relationship between 
the Old Testament Law and the new covenant in Christ has been going on for 
ages.  We understand that Jesus was not a law-breaker as many tried to prove 
him to be.  Jesus grew up with parents that were devout Jews that tried to obey 
the requirements of the Law of Moses.  As Luke 2:22 (NIV) states, “When the 
time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph 
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord”.  Jesus grew up in a faith-
ful household.  His whole family regularly attended the three pilgrim feasts in Je-
rusalem and by the age of twelve Jesus was found absorbed in discussion with the 
religious leaders.  This was during the Passover feast and his parent lost track of 
him.  He called the temple His Father’s house.  He was growing in wisdom and 
even said to his parents Luke 2:49 (NIV), “Why were you searching for me?” he 
asked.  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  But they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.  
 We love to read and re-read these stories especially when we are in the 
liturgical days of Lent.  As a human being, Jesus was to fulfill the duty that Israel 
had failed.  God’s only son was sacrificed in order to make eternal life possible 
for all.  Jesus, the Lamb of God, took away the sins of the world.  Before His exe-
cution, Jesus prayed to God, His Father.  We too, can struggle honestly before 
God with the responsibilities we are to carry.  If and when we find difficult the 
paths of obedience we are called to walk, it is time to pray.  God hears and cares.  
During the Lenten season, let us all pray for guidance for our church and our-
selves. 



 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT LENT 2017 
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So far in 2017, we have given $9,640.77 towards missions.  These include:    
 
 Montgomery County Free Clinic No Malaria  
 FISH Financial    Cru    
 FISH Food     Africa University 
 Trinity Life Ministries   New Day Charities 
 Discretionary Fund   Half Way Home  
 SC Mission Trip    Joy in the Harvest 
 Heifer     Achaius Ranch 
 Rural Mission    Human Relations Day 
 Food Back Packs    Life Light Ministries 
  

• Lent begins March 1. Pastor Patty Bymaster will be leading the Ash Wednesday service in the Sanctuary 
at 7:30 p.m. (Small groups meeting on Wednesday night can receive the imposition of ashes in their 

groups with Pastor Gary.) 
 
• Holy week begins Sunday, April 9 and ends Saturday, April 15. There will be a time for prayer and re-

flection with Holy Week themes Monday through Thursday evening in the chapel at 7:30. There will be 

a community Good Friday service at noon in the Sanctuary on Friday, April 14. 
 
• Lent is a period of fasting, moderation and self-denial as Christians celebrate the coming of Easter. In 

our culture, the Roman Catholic Church seems to get the most credit for recognizing Lent. But several 
Protestant denominations, including the United Methodist Church, see the spiritual benefit of a time of 
prayer and fasting prior to Easter. Lent begins this year on March 1 and concludes with Easter on Sun-

day, April 16. 
 
• It’s not uncommon for people to give up certain types of food or habit (such as eating chocolate) during 

Lent. For years, Lenten calendars and devotionals have been used to encourage the faithful to increase 

their walk with God. 
 
• Our Easter celebration this year will include the choir and pipe organ at the 9 a.m. worship service; Sun-

day School at 10 a.m. and The Gathering with our praise team at 11:10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 
• What’s the best way to celebrate Lent? Join a small group (or Sunday School class). The Christian faith 

requires a supportive environment for faith to prosper. That can only happen in the closeness of a small 

group. 

MISSIONS GIVING 



Dear Members of First United Methodist Church, 
 
This is probably one of the hardest letters I will ever have to write as I must inform you that I have been 
appointed by Bishop Trimble and the cabinet to serve as pastor of Bristol UMC in northern Indiana, effec-

tive July 1. 
 
I have been doing a lot of soul-searching in my recovery last year from surgery complications while in the 
hospital and receiving treatments at home. The birth of our granddaughter, Amelia Jay, has brought even 
into more focus how important family is to me. The move to Bristol will put my wife Jenny less than an 
hour away from her 92-year-old mother and older sister. We will live about one hour or so from Hunter-
town where our son-in-law’s retired parents reside. This should make family get-togethers more conven-

ient and visits with Amelia easier for all involved. 
 
Having served you as pastor for eight years, you must know what a difficult decision this was for Jenny and 
me as we have grown to love all of you and have come to truly cherish our ministry here. We have cer-

tainly been torn over this decision, and it was one that came only after much prayer and reflection. 
 
In our study of Nehemiah, and the remnant in Jerusalem, we find that a new leader rallied the city together 
to take on the many challenges of rebuilding the wall. My prayer is that your new pastor will come and fin-
ish the task. Sometimes, as I prayed to God about this, the timing seems all wrong with the pending hire of 
new staff members. Yet, my faith teaches me that often what doesn’t make sense to me makes perfect 

sense to God. 
 
The Staff-Parish Relations committee and District Superintendent John Groves are building a profile for the 
new pastor. Please pray for them, and for all of those involved with the renovation of our children’s and 

youth ministries, as we serve together these next four months.  
 
I love you,  
 
Pastor Gary Lewis 
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FROM PASTOR GARY 

Thanks to the 49 families who have 

contributed to the playground reno-

vation!  This shows how much we val-

ue our ministry to children.   Plans 

are underway for the construction 

to begin.  Contributions are still be-

ing accepted if you wish to help with 

this exciting project! 

PLAYGROUND UPDATE... 



 I AM A CHURCH MEMBER & EASTER SERMON SERIES 
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MEN’S SCHEDULE     WOMEN’S SCHEDULE 
Breakfast 7:30 am, Program 8:00 am   Breakfast 8:00 am, Program 8:30 am 

 
March 4 Waynetown Christian     Crossroads Community 
  Tracy Lashley      Mark Roberts 
 
March 11 Darlington Congregational    New Ross Christian 
  Ron Brown      Jean Chadwick 
 
March 18 Liberty Chapel      Mace United Methodist 
  Seth Stultz      Jody Burks 
 
March 25 St. Bernard Catholic     Browns Valley Christian 
  Rod Curran      Rodney Coffman 
 
April 1  Whitesville Christian     East Side Baptist 
  Josh Pack      Nate Chambers 
 
April 8  New Hope Christian      Crosspoint Fellowship  
  Jason Holt      Allen Sparks  
 

March 5, 2017       March 26, 2017 
I WILL BE A FUNCTIONING CHURCH MEMBER Jim Spencer, guest preacher 
I Am a Church Member – Part 1   I am a Church Member - Part 4 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31      
 
March 12, 2017      April 2, 2017 
I WILL BE A UNIFYING CHURCH MEMBER  I WILL PRAY FOR MY CHURCH 
I Am a Church Member – Part 2   I am a Church Member - Part 5 
Ephesians 4:1-3      1 Timothy 3:2-5 
 
March 19, 2017      April 9, 2017 
I WILL NOT LET MY CHURCH BE   I WILL TREASURE CHURCH 
 ABOUT MY PREFERENCES AND DESIRES    MEMBERSHIP AS A GIFT  
I Am a Church Member – Part 3   I Am a Church Member - Part 6 
Mark 9:35      Matthew 16:18 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

April 16, 2017 
THE EASTER MESSAGE TODAY 

Easter Sunday 2017 
Matthew 28:1-10 

2017 LENTEN BREAKFAST SCHEDULE 



Editor’s	Note:	Johnny	Booth	is	a	certi�ied	lay	servant	and	associate	lay	leader	at	First	United	Meth-

odist	Church	of	Crawfordsville.	He	has	been	appointed	to	serve	as	supply	pastor	at	Waynetown	United	Meth-

odist	Church	by	our	district	superintendent,	John	Groves.	He	and	Carla	reside	in	the	parsonage	at	

Waynetown.	

 

 God has been so good to Carla and me, as senior pastors here in Waynetown. We have been able to 

invite many people into our home and into church. We started a food pantry and it has done well. The 

needs of the poor are great and I fear may become greater and affecting more and more people. We have 

instituted a voucher program with the local grocery to help people acquire dairy and meat products. 

 

 The church was well-represented at the Waynetown Fish Fry, as many of our congregation turned 

out to help cook, serve and clean up. Our outreach to the community has been strong. I have presided at 

funerals for some of our residents and their passing will leave a hole in the fabric of our community. 

 

 We helped the Waynetown Merchants Association with the senior citizen Valentine’s Diner. It was 

free to all over age 65. Age does have some advantages! Carla and I have learned you can’t judge a church 

by the size of its congregation. It can only be done by its heart’s desire to be Christ-like. 

 

 As an example, we have started a free coffee ministry. The church, located at 123 E. Washington 

St., in Waynetown, is open 6 to 9 a.m., Monday through Friday, for free coffee and conversation. Stop in 

and have a cup. 

 

 From the little church on the prairie, God bless! – Pastors Johnny, Carla Booth 
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BLESSINGS AND GREETINGS FROM WAYNETOWN UMC by Pastor Johnny Booth 

 Hello, my name is Mike Bremberg and I am a part of Trinity Life Transformation Ministry.  I 
wanted to thank you for your church, for letting us have our graduations there.  I was also a volunteer 
at the Community Thanksgiving dinner there.  I think it’s awesome that you open up your building to 

others and I must say that you have a beautiful church.  Thank you! 
 A little about myself.  I had some life controlling issues that dominated my life and thankfully 
God brought me here to renew my mind and life to give me a hope and a future.  Through Phase I, I 
learned life application of God’s word, a personal relationship with Christ and was introduced to godly 

men and mentors that help me along my path.   
 Now I am in Phase II.  I work a regular job, go to church, classes and meet with my mentor.  I 
also have been give the opportunity to disciple the younger phase or rather one person in the phase 

before me.  
 Anyhow, God is doing good work in me and I am grateful for people like you to be an example. 
 
       Thank you, 
       Mike Bremberg 
 

I Peter 5:7 
Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you. 

TESTIMONY FROM TRINITY LIFE MINISTRIES 



NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

First United  

Methodist Church 

seeks to make  

disciples for Jesus 

Christ.  We seek to 

relate people to 

Christ, connect 

people to the Body 

of Christ, and 

reach out in love 

and concern to 

the world. 

212 E Wabash Ave 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

765-362-4817 

 
Gary Lewis, Sr Pastor  
gary.lewis@inumc.org 

 

Patty Bymaster, Asst. Pastor 
patty.bymaster@inumc.org  

 
 

Lyndsey Sparrow,  
Dir of Rainbows & Rhymes 

 
 

Sherrie Lacy, Admin Assistant  
slacy@cvfumc.org 

 
 

Marsha Smith, Choir Director 
Cindy McCormick, Organist 

Randy Neideffer, Maint 
 

FIRST UNITED 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

30th SOUTH CAROLINA MISSION TRIP 
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Service Times 

9:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary 

 &  
11:10 a.m.  

The Gathering in the 
Fellowship Hall 

  
10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School with 
classes for all ages! 

 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Take-Up-A-Cup in the 
Library & Narthex 

DATED MATERIAL 
 
 

June 9-19 we are South Carolina bound! 
 

Join us as we share light and hope with our brothers and sisters on the sea islands of 
Charleston, SC.  This is our 30th work mission trip to the low country where we 
build and repair homes to create safe living places and share the love of Christ with 
those for whom we work.  This is a multicultural, multi-generational experience guar-
anteed to have a lasting impact on your life.  Regardless of your skill ability or experi-
ence, we have a role for you on our team!  Youth 14 and 15 may attend with their 
parents; persons ages 16-89 may join us unchaperoned.  Team members 90 and over 
will be assigned a younger buddy to help carry suitcases and toolboxes.  We have 
room for about 30 team members! 
 
Call out meeting/registration begins Monday, April 3 at 7:00 in the church library. 
Questions? Interested in going but unable to attend April 3?   Please contact Cynda 
Mellish at clmellish@gmail.com or 376-2025 or Bev Bannon at 323-3903 
 
You are the light of the world….Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.   Matthew 5:14-16 


