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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you.

Response: And also with you.

Pastor: We have come into the presence of God, Who
created us to love and serve Him as His dear
children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve
only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called Your
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
O God, protector of all the faithful, You alone make
strong; You alone make holy. Show us Your mercy
and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through
our earthly lives that we do not lose the things You
have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 55:10,11

10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not
return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and
flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not
return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve
the purpose for which I sent it.
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Second Lesson: Romans 8:18-25

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing
with the glory that will be revealed in us.  19 The creation waits in
eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  20 For the
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into
the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the
pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23 Not only so, but
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is
no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  25 But if we
hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Verse of the Day

Response: (sung)
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the
lake.  2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a
boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore.  3 Then
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to
sow his seed.  4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 Some fell on rocky places,
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the
soil was shallow.  6 But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  7 Other
seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  
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8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  9 He who has ears, let
him hear.”

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  19 When
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was
sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.  20 The one
who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who
hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  21 But since he has
no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution
comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  22 The one who
received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears
the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth
choke it, making it unfruitful.  23 But the one who received the seed
that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and
understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or
thirty times what was sown.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Response:   Praise be to You, O Christ!

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” CW 382

1.  My hope is built on nothing less
     Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
     I dare to make no other claim
     But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
     On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
     All other ground is sinking sand.

4.  When he shall come with trumpet sound,
     Oh, may I then in him be found,
     Clothed in his righteousness alone,
     Faultless to stand before his throne.
     On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
     All other ground is sinking sand.
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Today’s message: based on Romans 8:18-25

“WAIT PATIENTLY!”
I. In spite of the suffering

II. Knowing glory will be ours

Confession of faith:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended
into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Responsive Prayer:

O Lord God, almighty Creator, You spoke and the universe came
into being. By Your will the earth was filled with life. The
blessings of nature are Your continuing gifts to all of us. Without
Your will, it would cease to be. For the joys of nature, we thank
You. 

As the rain and the snow water and nourish the earth, so does
Your Word nourish our souls. Your Word creates and sustains
our faith. Your voice in the Scriptures give us the strength to
endure as we face the slings and arrows of misfortune in our lives.
Keep us close to You by Your Word. Keep us from hardening our
hearts and letting our faith die. Give us the words to speak to
others who are struggling, so that they too might share in the hope
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we have. Eternal life is Your gift to us. Cause us to believe that
You have washed us clean of all our sins.

In these days of uncertainty, give us patience. Give us peace.
Give good health to all caregivers, no matter where they may work. 
Give us joy as we see Your hand healing and strengthening the
sick. Relieve our loneliness with Your presence, and through
our fellow believers. Help us to reach out to others, and give them
a shoulder to lean on and an ear to hear their sighs of sorrow.

 We now bring our private prayers before Your throne.
(Silent prayer)

With You all things are possible. Comfort us in this time of
struggle.  In Jesus’ name we also join in praying - “Our Father  in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now
and forever. Amen.”

Ending prayer:
Pastor: O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit

on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Response: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

TODAY’S FLOWERS are given in grateful thanks to God by Ray
and Bea Schultz for 65 years of marriage. What a blessing they
have been to so many! Thank you for sharing your joy with us.

BAPTISM In a private service Wednesday evening we welcomed
Jada Lynn Merryfield into God’s family by the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism. Her parents are Nolan and Jackie Merryfield, and her
godparents are Stephanie Tirus and Jason VanStraten. May God
bless her with a growing faith all the days of her life!

CHRIS DRIESBACH IS COMING BACK! Chris Driesbach will be
here on August 13th and 16th to present his praises to our Lord in
song. We invite you to put this special date on your calendars, and
come and listen to a fellow Christian witness how the Lord has
saved him. A free will offering will be taken after each service.

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS NEEDED   We'd like to continue
our Livestream efforts and perhaps even expand our online
presence here at Messiah. To do so, we need to expand our roster
of camera operators. If you would like to volunteer to serve the
Lord in this way, please contact one of your pastors. Training will
be provided.

 BEAN BAG TOSS TOURNAMENT is being organized by the
Evangelism committee for our community outreach efforts on
Sunday, August 30th. Are you interested in helping out? Contact
one of the committee members or the pastors. More information will
be coming soon.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED Do you have interest
and ability to be a Sunday School teacher? Every year we look for
a few new teachers to join our teaching teams. Contact Pastor
Schultz if interested. Thank you for considering this valuable
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Activities next week:
Thursday 6:30: Worship service w/Communion
Sunday 7:45 &  9:30  Worship service w/Communion

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday   6:30 - 27
   Sunday      7:45 - 52
                     9:30 - 58
                            Total: 137
Offerings- $8,772.71

service to the next generation in our congregation.

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team # 1 Gary DeKeyser's team

  9:30: Team #6 Greg Dessart’s team
Cleaning: Koss, Wilson, Eggert and A. Smith

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team # 3 John Anderegg’s   team

9:30: Team # 8 Steve Popke’s   team
Cleaning: Dessart, Francois, G. Van Beaver and K. Haro
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