
MESSIAH  EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Celebrating the Messiah for 25 years”

Fifth Sunday after Easter
   

Volume 27                         May 10, 2020                  Number 24

Church office:    465-6013   office@messiahgb.org
Pastor Sauer:    884-7801   pastorsauer@messiahgb.org  
Pastor Schultz:  784-4728   pastorschultz@messiahgb.org

Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

“Livestream”
Simplified Order of Service

Opening:

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, no matter where we
are on the face of the earth. He has created us to
love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

-1-

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.

Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Response: (sung or said)
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people
in to a single will. Make us love what You command
and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for
the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.
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First Lesson: Acts 17:1–12 

When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they
came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2

As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3

explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from
the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he
said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and
Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a
few prominent women. 

5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad
characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a
riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul
and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they
did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers
before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused
trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has
welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8

When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were
thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post
bond and let them go. 

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas
away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish
synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character
than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did
also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek
men.

Second Lesson:  1 Peter 2:4–10

 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but
chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
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through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone,

and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those

who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders rejected
 has become the capstone,”

8 and, 
“A stone that causes men to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is
also what they were destined for. 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.

Hymn: “Christ Be My Leader ” CW 367

1  Christ be my leader by night as by day,
Safe through the darkness, for he is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future his care;
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

2  Christ be my teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth.
Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand.
Doubt cannot daunt me-in Jesus I stand!

3  Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for he is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation-with Jesus I reign!
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Gospel Lesson: John 14:1–12

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in
me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You
know the way to the place where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are
going, so how can we know the way?” 

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew
me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be
enough for us.” 

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the
Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own.
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles
themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will
do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than
these, because I am going to the Father.

Sermon: based on John 14:1-12

“The Way Home”

Confession of faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer:

Lord’s Prayer:  “Our Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your
name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.”

Ending prayer:
Pastor: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the

Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong
in Your grace and truth during these trying times.
Protect and comfort us in all temptation, and
bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FINANCIAL INFORMATION We thank our Lord that He has
moved our government to approve a grant to our church so we
can continue to proclaim the Gospel to our community. 
Financially, this gives us a needed buffer as offerings have
dropped over the last few weeks. Please continue to remember
the Lord's work in your budgets as we all move forward. We
sincerely treasure the gifts given for His work. Thanks!

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS We’re starting a new
Foundations of Faith Bible information class. Whether you’re
looking to review Bible teachings or would like to become a
member at Messiah, this is the class for you. The class will meet
online on Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm beginning May13th. Contact
either of the pastors to get started.

LAWN MOWING SCHEDULE With spring finally coming, our
church lawn will need a haircut now and then. If you would like to
volunteer to cut the lawn, please call church (465-6013) for an
open week. We'll make arrangements to open the garage for you
and to give you instructions on the lawn mower if needed.
Thanks.

“MEDITATIONS” IS HERE! The next edition of our daily
devotional book has arrived at church. We'll set out the box by
the front door under our canopy for you to pick up from
8:30-12:00 noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays until they are
gone.  If you can't make it those days and you want us to
reserve a copy for you, please call the office (465-6013) and
we'll call back to set a time for pickup. Or, we can have it mailed
it to you! Simply let us know and we'll have NPH mail you a copy
direct. There will also be a limited number (30) of "Forward in
Christ" at church as well. A new "Forward in Christ" came this
week, so we have that issue as well. 
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WHAT ABOUT CONFIRMATION? With the ban on
gatherings larger than 10, we've had to postpone our public
confirmation service here at Messiah. As soon as we can, we will
host a confirmation celebration worship service here at Messiah.
For now, we'll just wait patiently.

AND, WHAT ABOUT OUR FIRST 25TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION SERVICE?  Originally, we had planned on our
first of three celebration worship service on May 31st. Since we
most probably won't be able to gather as an entire congregation
(again, even if we can gather 50 together at one time) we are
cancelling that first celebration. We'll focus our energy on our
final two celebration services, one in October and the big one in
November. 

CONNECT WITH US The evangelism committee is rolling out
a new online worship registration tool. Check it out at
messiahgb.org. The goal is to connect with members and online
worship guests alike. Let us know what you think.

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO DEVOTIONS Check out our
Sunday School page on the website. A video devotion will be
added. Lord willing, it will bring a bit of normalcy to our families
as parents share and teach the Sunday School lesson to their
children. We truly miss see them and you!

SERMON-BASED BIBLE STUDY will meet at 6:30 pm this
week. Instructions on how to join, Bible study and leader guide
are all available online at messiahgb.org/worship. Contact Pastor
Schultz with questions.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH RESOURCES Join the “Messiah
Spiritual Resources Group” on Facebook. Share spiritual
resources you find over the coming weeks that are helpful to you
and your family for the benefit and growth of others.
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