
MESSIAH  EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Celebrating the Messiah for 25 years”

5th Sunday in Lent
   

Volume 27                    March 29, 2020                  Number 16

Church office:    465-6013   office@messiahgb.org
Pastor Sauer:    884-7801   pastorsauer@messiahgb.org  
Pastor Schultz:  785-3616   pastorschultz@messiahgb.org

Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so
that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

“Livestream”
Simplified Order of Service

Opening:
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love

of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.

Response: And also with you.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, no matter where
we are on the face of the earth. He has created
us to love and serve Him as His dear children.
But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
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Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.

Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will

Response: Amen

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (please say at home, among your family, together)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember
Jesus, who obeyed Your will and bore the cross for
our salvation that through His anguish, pain, and
death we may receive forgiveness of sins and
inherit eternal life; through Your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen
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First Lesson:  Ezekiel 37:1–14 

1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out
by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it 

was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and
I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that
were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones
live?” I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 4 Then he said
to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD

says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will
come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come
upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and
you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ” 7

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying,
there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together,
bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of
man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that
they may live.’ ” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their
feet—a vast army. 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these
bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD

says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you
up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then
you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your
graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you
and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you
will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it,
declares the LORD.’ ”

Second Lesson: Romans 8:11-19
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is

living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life
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to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 12

Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the
sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to
the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death
the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14 because those who are
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not
receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. 18 I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for
the sons of God to be revealed.

Gospel Lesson: John 11:17-27, 38-45

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb for four days. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from
Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary
stayed at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even
now God will give you whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I know he will
rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her,
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come
into the world.” ....

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a
cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the
stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of  the dead
man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four
days.” 40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed,
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you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone.
Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you
have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this
for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe
that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around
his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let
him go.” 45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit
Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.

HYMN: “How Firm a Foundation” CW 416

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 In ev’ry condition, in sickness, in health,
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth,
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea-
The Lord, the Almighty, your strength e’er shall be.

3 “Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

4 “When through the deep waters I call you to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow,
For I will be with you your troubles to bless
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.

5 “Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love,
And then, when gray hair shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still on my shoulders be borne.”
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Today’s message: based on John 11:17-27, 38-45

“THE POWER OF GOD’S VOICE”
I. It has raised us once

II. It will raise us once more

Confession of faith:
We join with all believers throughout the world in declaring

what we believe, and rejoice in what the Holy Spirit has created in
our hearts in the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER:

Come, let us join our hearts together in prayer to our almighty
God, Who knows our weaknesses, our needs and our future.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we declare that You are the
One who has given us life and everything we need for our
physical health and welfare. We praise You for Your greatest gift,
the gift of eternal life with You. How we ache for that life, full of joy
and empty of pain and suffering. Until You call us home, keep us
close to You through Your Word.
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Dear Savior, we do believe in You. But we are constantly
harried and bothered by the effects of this world’s sinfulness. We
also have our sinful natures bringing doubt and worry into our
minds. Strengthen our faith through the Holy Spirit so that we
might be calm in the face of difficulties, strong in the presence of
temptation, and comforting when others look to us for
reassurance. May we tell them of Your love for them, and show it
in our actions.

O Holy Spirit, so often we forget You are the One who is
active in our hearts. Remind us of Your presence. Focus our
hearts on Jesus. Through the Word enter the lives of all people,
and bring them the comfort of the Gospel.

(Requested prayers)

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our personal prayers.
Silent prayer

Bring healing to Your world. Keep our healthcare workers
safe, and bless their efforts to help many. In Jesus’ name we pray
- “Our Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.”

Ending prayer:

Pastor: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy
Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in
Your grace and truth during these trying times.
Protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow
on us Your saving peace, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.

Response: Amen.
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Pastor: The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

DELEGATE NEEDED to represent Messiah Lutheran Church at
our district convention June 9-10 at Fox Valley Lutheran High
School. If interested, please talk with one of the pastors for more
information.

SERMON-BASED BIBLE STUDY During our time away from
our regular Sunday morning Bible studies, consider sermon-
based Bible study. Work through it at home with your family, with
friends, or join our online group. We will meet on Tuesday night
at 6:30 pm. Instructions on how to join, Bible Study and Leader
guide are all available online at messiahgb.org/sunday-worship.
Contact Pastor Schultz with questions.

HAVE A NEED? WILLING TO SERVE? Due to the warnings to
those 60+ or in the high risk category, many have been forced to
stay inside. They are not able to get groceries or to the pharmacy
for prescriptions, etc. If you are able and willing to help others, or
if you yourself have a need or know someone in need, please
reach out to either pastor. We are working to connect those who
want to help with those in need. “Let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven.” (Matt 5:16)

SPIRITUAL GROWTH RESOURCES Join the “Messiah
Spiritual Resources Group” on Facebook. Share spiritual
resources you find over the coming weeks that are helpful to you
and your family for the benefit and growth of others.

-8-


