
MESSIAH  EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the WELS

New Year’s Eve

Volume 28            December 31, 2021             Number 59

-1-

Messiah’s Communion Practice

Scripture teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one
another. Communing also declares publicly that we are united
in all our beliefs about Christ. Therefore, Messiah practices
membership communion. We ask that only members of
Messiah or another WELS or ELS church come forward to
receive the Sacrament and publicly declare their agreement
with our statement of faith.

Our Order of Worship
Page 26 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 70 - 441 - 439 - 593
Psalm: 73, page 94

Today’s message: based on Exodus 33:14-15

“God Will Go With You”

First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-6
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim freedom for
the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,2 to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance
of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3  and provide for those
who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty
 instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be
called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the
display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins
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 and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the
ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.
5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your
fields and vineyards.
6 And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named
ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of nations,
and in their riches you will boast.

Second Lesson:  1 Peter 1:22-25

22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another
deeply, from the heart.[a] 23 For you have been born again,
not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God. 24 For, “All people are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;  the grass
withers and the flowers fall, 25 but the word of the Lord
endures forever. And this is the word that was preached to
you.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 13:6-9

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find
any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard,
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this
fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use
up the soil?’8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one
more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit
next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:
I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise Your name

for ever and ever. Every day I will praise You and extol Your
name. It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to
express our gratitude for the countless gifts of grace we have
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received from You. You have been faithful to your promises
and loving toward all You have made. 

You clothe your creation with beauty; You feed even the
birds and tell us that we are much more valuable than they.
You know what we need and You give us all good things.
Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money,
even life itself – all these come to us from Your generous hand.
We thank You for these blessings, and we ask that you
continue to grant them to us.

We thank You especially for Your Word and Holy
Supper, which strengthen our faith, shield us from temptation,
and equip us for service. Increase our commitments to these
precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. As You led your
people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live our
lives to Your glory and be prepared to die in your peace. We
ask the things in the name of Jesus. In His name we began
this year; in His name we bring it to a close. Amen.

We join in the Lord’s prayer - “Our  Father  in heaven,
hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.”
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