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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

Our Order of Worship
Page 38 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 366 - 37 - 49
Psalm: 111, page 106

Today’s message: based on Luke 2:41-52

“HOW CAN I GROW?”
I. Listen and ask
II. Be obedient

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26

18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy
wearing a linen ephod.  19 Each year his mother made him a
little robe and took it to him when she went up with her
husband to offer the annual sacrifice.  20 Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give you children
by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and
gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home. 

26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in
favor with the LORD and with men.
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Second Lesson: Hebrews 2:10-18
10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the
author of their salvation perfect through suffering.  11 Both the
one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of
the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them
brothers.  12 He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.” 13

And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here
am I, and the children God has given me.” 14 Since the children
have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of
death—that is, the devil—  15 and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by their fear of death.  16 For surely it is not
angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants.  17 For this
reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins
of the people.  18 Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:41-52
41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of

the Passover.  42 When he was twelve years old, they went up
to the Feast, according to the custom.  43 After the Feast was
over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.  44

Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day.
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and
friends.  45 When they did not find him, they went back to
Jerusalem to look for him.  46 After three days they found him in
the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions.  47 Everyone who heard him was
amazed at his understanding and his answers.  48 When his
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to
him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I
have been anxiously searching for you.” 
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49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you
know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  50 But they did not
understand what he was saying to them. 

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in
her heart.  52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and men.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

O Lord our God, we praise You with our whole heart.
You have sent redemption to all people in the form of the
Babe of Bethlehem. You have revealed Your steadfast love
by sending a Savior. When the time was right, You sent
Your Son. Our hearts are filled with joy and gladness that by
Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ we can now call You
our Father. We are so grateful for the peace that He has
brought us with God and within ourselves.

We thank You for sending Jesus Christ as the only
answer to all our questions and problems. Strengthen us in
the firm conviction that He alone brings us to heaven.
Forgive us for the times we waver and doubt this truth. Help us
to grow in our faith as we listen to You. Send the Holy Spirit
in ever greater measure into our hearts.  Heal us and restore
our hearts so that we might live for You. 

Direct us, who know this infant Christ as our Savior.
Sanctify us, and govern us by Your Holy Spirit. Use us to
bring Christ to the world’s attention so that many others
may experience Your divine goodness.   

We now bring to You our private requests. 

Silent prayer
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Basking in the joy of celebrating our Savior coming to
this earth, we join in His name to pray - “Our  Father  in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

2022 ENVELOPES are ready for pickup in the activity

hall. Please throw your old ones away and use the new ones

beginning next Sunday. Thank you!

VIDEO OPERATORS NEEDED As we integrate our

monitors into our worship services, we are in need of

volunteers (13 years and older) to operate them. If you are

interested in volunteering (or just want to find out how easy it

is) please talk with either pastor and we’ll get you up to speed.

Also, please note that the monitors won’t be used if we don’t

have an operator to advance the slides Thank you! 

. 

ART CONTEST  The Education Committee is looking

for your help to spruce up the education wing of our facility. We

are looking for biblical designs to display on a feature wall and

additional wall art on canvas. Contest details are available on

the information center in the narthex.

SYNOD YEARBOOKS On the back shelf here at church

there are copies of last year’s Synod yearbooks free for the

taking. First come, first served!
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Our Response to God’s Gifts:

Thursday - 45
Sun. early - 148
Sun. late - 129

Total: 322
Offerings: $ 7,432.91

Technology upgrade budget: $37,880
Given to date: $37,090.70 
Amount still needed: $     689.30

FACEMASKS?  If you are more comfortable wearing a

face mask in worship, please do so! We’re happy you are here

and want to worship with us.

Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house

Usher team:   7:45: Team #3 Tait Waege’s team

          10:15: Team #4 Rob Zeratsky’s team

Cleaning:   K. Taicher, D. Taicher, M. Sperbeck, Terrien,

Thomas

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK:
Friday 6:30: New Year’s Eve worship service w/

Communion
Sunday 7:45: Worship service w/ Communion

9:00: NO Sunday school
9:15 Bible class

         10:15: Worship service w/ Communion

-6-



Serving next week in the Lord’s house 

Usher team    7:45:  Team #5 Pete Jindra’s team

                    10:15:  Team #6 Greg Dessart’steam

Cleaning: Thorgersen, VanBeaver, Vandermeuse, Vanidestine  
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