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Messiah Ev Lutheran Church 
3186 Eaton Rd 

Green Bay, WI 54311 
(920) 465-6013 

 
Pastor Stephen Sauer 
Pastor Aaron Schultz 

  
  
  

COME, LORD JESUS! 
A Children’s Christmas Service 

December 19, 2021 
7:45 & 10:15 AM 

 
 
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us free from our 
old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  
 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 
Good morning and a blessed Advent and Christmas season to all of you! Welcome to this 
celebration of Jesus’ birth! We consider it a privilege to worship the Christ-child with you this 
morning. If you have any questions regarding our Sunday services, Bible classes or Sunday 
School, please speak with our pastors. We pray that the Lord would bring us together for worship 
again very soon. 
 
  

OUR FACILITIES 
Restrooms are located on the left side as you walk out of the main sanctuary. The members of 
Messiah believe that families should be allowed to worship together. If your young one needs 
some “time out,” we have a cry room with a speaker and window to let you see and hear the 
service—located to the left as you exit the sanctuary, as well as a sitting area to the right and 
through the double doors. Children’s bulletins with activities pertaining to the Scripture lessons for 
the day are available. If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher. 
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Pre-Service Music 
 
Welcome 
  
Hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  

 CW 38:1-3,6,7,15 
  
1. "From heav'n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev'ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 
  
2. "To you this night is born a child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child of lowly birth 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
  
3. "This is the Christ, our God most high, 
Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 
He will himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free. 
  

  
Minister: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 
  
Congregation: And also with you. 
 
Psalm 96 
M: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
C: Proclaim his salvation day after day. 
M: Declare his glory among the nations, 
C: His marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
M: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 
C: Tremble before him, all the earth. 
M: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
C: Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
M: Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 
C: Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy. 
M: He will judge the world in righteousness 
C: And the peoples in his truth. 
  
  
Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
  Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us free from our 

old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  
C: Amen. 
 

6. How glad we'll be to find it so! 
Then with the shepherds let us go 
To see what God for us has done 
In sending us his own dear Son. 
  
7. Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 
And see what in the manger lies. 
Who is this child, so young and fair? 
It is the Christchild lying there. 
  
15. Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto us his Son has given! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 
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Sermon  “When Jesus Came…” 
  
  
Hymn “Once in Royal David’s City” 
  CW 50 
  
1. Once in royal David's city  
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby  
In a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child. 
  
2. He came down to earth from heaven  
Who is God and Lord of all,  
And his shelter was a stable,  
And his cradle was a stall;  
With the poor and mean and lowly  
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
 
 
 

Part One: Jesus Was Promised to Come  

Hannah Schultz: Today we have gathered to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Over two thousand 
years have passed since Jesus was born. But long before Jesus was born, God promised the world 
that he would send someone to be our Savior from sin. In fact, the very first promise of the Savior’s 
birth came shortly after God created the world. 

The first two people God created were Adam and Eve. God created them holy and gave them a 
beautiful home to live in, the Garden of Eden. He gave Adam and Eve the opportunity to show their 
appreciation for all his blessings in one simple way. He told them that they could eat the fruit from 
all the trees in the garden except one. This simple act of worship was their way to say thank you to 
God for all his blessings. 

Sadly, Adam and Eve disobeyed God. Satan came to them, disguised as a serpent, and convinced 
them to disobey God. Their disobedience brought sin into their lives, into the world, and to the entire 
human race. Every one of us has disobeyed God’s will, and every one of us deserves God’s 
punishment because of sin. 

 

Callie Rolon: Even though Adam and Eve deserved God’s eternal punishment, God promised that 
he would not leave them in their sin. In Genesis, the first book of the Bible, God told them that he 
would send one of their own descendants who would crush the power of the devil and pay for their 
sin. Listen to God’s first promise of a Savior in Genesis 3:15. 
  

[God said], “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

  
  

3. But our eyes at last shall see him  
Through his own redeeming love,  
For that child, so dear and gentle,  
Is our Lord in heav'n above,  
As he leads his children on  
To the place where he is gone. 
  
4. Not in that poor, lowly stable  
With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see him, but in heaven,  
Set at God's right hand on high.  
Then like stars his children crowned,  
All in white, his praise will sound. 
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Hymn  “The People that in Darkness Sat” 
  CW 90 
  
1. The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shone on them who long 
In shades of death have been,  
In shades of death have been. 
  
 

3. His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 

  
  
Levi Schultz: Thousands of years passed between the first promise of a Savior and the birth of 
Jesus. During that time, God sent his prophets to tell his people about the coming Savior. The 
prophet Jeremiah predicted that the Savior would be a descendant of David, the great king of Israel. 
Jeremiah wrote, 
  

“‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will raise up to David a righteous 
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be 
called: The LORD Our Righteousness.’”  

  
Callie Zehren: God revealed more details about the Savior through the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 
prophesied that the promised Savior would actually be God himself. 

  

“To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  

  
Whitney Thyes: Isaiah also prophesied that the Savior would miraculously be born of a virgin. 
  
Arabella Rolon: “The Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 
 
The prophet Micah even predicted that Jesus would be born in the little village of Bethlehem. Micah 
wrote, 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of 
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times.” 

  
  
  

  

2. To us a child of hope is born, 
To us a son is giv'n, 
And on his shoulders ever rests 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n,  
All pow'r in earth and heav'n. 
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Hymn:  “Behold A Branch Is Growing” 
 CW 47: 1-3, 5 
  
1  Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race 
And bears one little flow’r In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 
  
2  Isaiah had foretold it In words of promise sure, 
And Mary’s arms enfold it, A virgin meek and pure. 
Through God’s eternal will This child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still. 
  
3  The shepherds heard the story Proclaimed by angels bright, 
How Christ, the Lord of glory, Was born on earth this night. 
To Bethlehem they sped And in the manger found him, 
As angel heralds said. 
  
5  O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woes, 
O Savior, King of glory, Who conquered all our foes, 
Bring us at last, we pray, To the bright courts of heaven 
And to the endless day. 

  
   

Part Two: Jesus’ Coming Was Announced 
  
Cayden Zehren: After generations of waiting and watching, God’s people saw his promise fulfilled. 
Jesus came into our world at the right time, just as God had promised. Before Jesus was born, God 
sent an angel to his mother, Mary. The angel told Mary that she would have the special privilege of 
being the mother of the Savior. Listen as the angel tells Mary this miraculous news in Luke chapter 
1. 
  

“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 

  
Colton Zehren: ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ 
 
Cayden Zehren: Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, 

   
‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and 
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.’ 

‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ 

The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’ 

‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to me as you have said.’ Then the 
angel left her.”  
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Children:  “Away in a Manger” (CW 68)  
  
1  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
  

 
3  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with you there. 

  
   

Eli LaPlant: God also sent an angel to prepare Joseph, Mary’s fiancé, for the birth of Jesus. When 
Joseph first learned that Mary was expecting a baby, he thought that she had been unfaithful. But 
the angel told Joseph that Mary’s baby was the Son of God and the promised Savior. Matthew tells 
us this story in the first chapter of his gospel. 
 

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through 
the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’—which means, 
‘God with us.’ 

Whitney Thyes: When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”  

  
  
Hymn: “A Great and Mighty Wonder” (CW 36) 
 
1 A great and mighty wonder, 
A glorious mystery: 
A virgin bears an infant 
Who veils his deity. 
 
Refrain: 
Repeat the hymn again: 
"To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth to men." 
 

2 The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. [Refrain] 
 
3 While thus they sing your monarch, 
Those bright angelic bands, 
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 
And oceans, clap your hands. [Refrain] 
 

2  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
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4 Since all he comes to ransom, 
By all be he adored, 
The infant born in Bethl'em, 
The Savior and the Lord. [Refrain] 
 

5 All idols then shall perish 
And Satan's lying cease, 
And Christ shall raise his scepter, 
Decreeing endless peace. [Refrain] 

 
  
  

Part Three: Jesus Came as Promised 
  
Karla Swagel:  On Christmas night we celebrate one of God’s greatest miracles. God the Father 
sent his Son into this world. The Son of God became a human being like us so that he could be our 
Savior.  

Even though Jesus is true God, he was not welcomed into this world like royalty. A government 
census required that Mary and Joseph leave their home and travel to Bethlehem, their families’ city 
of origin, just before the birth of Jesus. When they arrived, they did not have a home in which to 
stay. Jesus was born in a stable or a cave. His crib was a manger, normally used as an animal 
feeding box. What a lowly entrance into this world for the King of kings! 

  
Let’s listen to this familiar story of Jesus’ birth in chapter 2 of Luke’s gospel. 
  
  

LUKE 2 RECITATIONS 

Grades 3-7: “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. 
  
Congregation: So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went 
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
 
Aubry Thyes: While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to 
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.”  
 
Grades 3-7: “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  
 
Congregation: But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.’ 
  
Aubry Thyes: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
 
Grades Pre-K-2:  ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests. 
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Congregation: “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.’  
  
Aubry Thyes: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, 
  
Grades Pre-K – 2: “And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” 
  
Congregation: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” 
  
  
  

Hymn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
 The children will join in singing the refrain 
 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 

1. While shepherds kept their watching 
Over silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light [Refrain] 

 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our savior’s birth [Refrain] 
 

3. Down in a lowly manger 
Our humble Christ was born 
And god send us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn [Refrain]

 

Karla Swagel: The birth of Jesus was the beginning of God’s plan to save the human race from sin. 
The Son of God and Son of Mary grew up to live a sinless life in our place. Jesus’ birth and life 
would lead to his death on a cross, where as our substitute he endured God’s punishment for our 
sins. Finally, Jesus rose from the dead to prove that his death has paid for our sins. Through faith 
in Jesus Christ, you and I receive the blessings that he came to win for us—the forgiveness of our 
sins, peace with God, and the certain hope of eternal life in heaven. 
 

 
  

Hymn:  “Joy to the World” 
  CW 62 
  
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 

Prayer 
M: O God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your one and only Son, 

Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold him when he will come to be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
  
Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.”  

  
Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
  

C: Amen.  
 

Hymn  Silent Night! Holy Night (CW 60) 

Congregation sings verse 1 in German, and three verses in English. 

  

1. Stille Nacht! Heil'ge Nacht!  
Alles schläft; einsam wacht  
Nur das traute hoch heilige Paar.  
Holder Knab' im lockigen Haar,  
Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh!  
Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh! 
  
1  Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2  Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
3  Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 
  

BULLETIN COVERS - Thank you to the 3RD-7th grade students for designing our Christmas worship 
service folders. They look great! 

All material in this service folder has been reprinted by permission. Onelicense.net License # A-
712597 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Evan Gartzke, piano 

  Nolan Merholz, piano 

  Stella Merholz, piano 

  Callie Zehren, piano 

  Cayden Zehren, baritone 

  Colton Zehren, xylophone 

   
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 THANK YOU to all the children, parents, Sunday School teachers, directors and accompanists 
who assisted in making today’s worship service happen. Thank you to all who served and assisted 
with Christmas for kids and the children’s Christmas celebration this morning. We thank God for you 
and your service to the church! 

 
ART CONTEST  The Education Committee is looking for your help to spruce up the education 

wing of our facility. We are looking for Biblical designs to display on a feature wall and additional wall 
art on canvas. Contest details are available on the information center in the narthex. Deadline to 
submit your design is January 1, 2022. 
 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS Thank you to all our volunteers for last Saturday’s outreach event. Derf 
Reese was the winner of our chili cookoff and gift card. Check out pictures from the event on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

 
CONNECT GROUPS are forming now for winter. Do you have a hobby or interest that you 

would like to share with others? A book of the Bible or a topic that you would like to study? Consider 
leading a group. Contact the church office for more info – 920-465-6013. 

 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL There will be no Sunday School on December 26th and January 2nd. 

We will hold one Bible Study in the Sanctuary. Sunday School will resume January 9th. 
 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO MESSIAH Do you have friends or neighbors or family you’d like 

to invite to Messiah this Christmas? We have several avenues available to you to invite them. 
Postcard and business card invites and yard signs are available as you leave this morning. Please 
also like and share our advertised Facebook post on Facebook. Every invitation is like a gospel seed. 
Over time we pray that God will bless our invitations so that more and more hear the good news of 
Jesus. 
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Our Response to God’s Gifts: 
 
Thursday -  42 
Sun. early -  63 
Sun. late - 108 
  Total:   213 
 
Offerings: $ 14,739.57 
 
Technology upgrade budget: $37,880 
 Given to date:  $36,940.70 
 Amount still needed: $     939.30 
 
ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK: 
 
Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class 
Friday   4:30: Christmas Eve Vespers  
   6:30: Christmas Eve Vespers  
Saturday 9:00: Christmas Day Worship service 
Sunday  7:45:  Worship service 
   9:15  Bible classes 
          10:15: Worship service 
 
 
 
Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house 
Usher team:   7:45:  Team #9 Chris Dolch’s team 
                    10:15:  Team #2 Doug Voigt’s team 
Cleaning:   Skuball, K. Simonis, M. Simonis, Schumann, Stedl 
 
Serving next week in the Lord’s house  
Usher team:   7:45:  Team #3 Tait Waege’s  team 
                    10:15:  Team #4 Rob Zeratsky’s  team 
Cleaning:   Skuball, K. Simonis, M. Simonis, Schumann, Stedl 
 

 


