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Our Advent Candle

Today we also light the second
candle of our Advent wreath, the
Bethlehem candle.  We remember
Christ’s manger and the love of God
that moved Him to come to this earth. 
The Bethlehem candle symbolizes love.

Messiah’s Communion Practice

Scripture teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s

Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one

another. Communing also declares publicly that we are

united in all our beliefs about Christ. Therefore, Messiah

practices membership communion. We ask that only

members of Messiah or another WELS or ELS church come

forward to receive the Sacrament and publicly declare their

agreement with our statement of faith.

Our Order of Worship

Page 26 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 21 - 12 - 28 - 23 v.3 & 4

Psalm: 24, page 73

Today’s message: based on Luke 3:1-6

“JOHN THE BAPTIST: HEART SURGEON”

I. He uses God’s scalpel

II. He uses God’s sutures

-2-



First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4

3  “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will
come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom
you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can
stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or
a launderer’s soap.  3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and
silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings
in righteousness,  4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem
will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in
former years.

Second Lesson: Philippians 1:3-11

3 I thank my God every time I remember you.  4 In all my
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  5 because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  6 being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I
have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending
and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace
with me.  8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the
affection of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more
and more in knowledge and depth of insight,  10 so that you
may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless until the day of Christ,  11 filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory
and praise of God.
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Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:1-6

  3  In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—  2 during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the desert.  3 He went into all the
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  4 As is written in the
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one
calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for him. 5 Every valley shall be filled in, every
mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become
straight, the rough ways smooth. 6 And all mankind will see
God’s salvation.’”

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

Almighty God, everlasting Father, we are grateful for
the great things You have done for us. We are most grateful
for bringing us into Your kingdom through Jesus Christ.
We thank You for Your messenger John the Baptist, who
reminds us even today that we need to be prepared to meet
You. Help us to be ready for His second coming by daily
repentance.

O Lord, send the Holy Spirit in ever greater measure
into our hearts to prepare us for the coming of Jesus. Help
us straighten Your path in our lives. Help us remove those
obstacles in our lives that prevent others from seeing Your
love in us. May our words and actions clearly show our
faith to others.  Cleanse our lives so that we can give You
the glory and honor that You so richly deserve.
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As we come to Your communion table today, come to
us physically in the bread and wine. Cleanse our
consciences of sin and guilt and strengthen our will to
live for You. Bind us closer to one another and help us to
love our neighbors as ourselves. We remember Your death
and payment for our sin. May we always be truly grateful
for this gift.

We now bring You our personal and private prayers.
(Silent prayer)

Dear Lord, comfort the lonely with Your presence. Lift
up the hearts of those suffering. Heal sickness and disease
according to Your plan for our lives. In Jesus’ name we join in
praying - “Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POINSETTIA SIGN UP We’ve purchased 15
poinsettia plants to grace our altar area this year. If you want
to donate one in memory of or in honor of someone special,
please do so on the sheet in the activity hall. Cost is $8 per
plant. Thanks! 

ELECTRONIC GIVING SIGN UP If you would prefer to
use online giving for your gifts to the Lord here at Messiah,
please sign up in the activity hall to opt out of receiving a box
of envelopes. Your counting committees thank you! 
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FAMILY CHRISTMAS Messiah’s Evangelism
Committee is holding a family Christmas event on December
11th from 11am to 2 pm. We will have a chili cookoff, cookie
decorating, hot chocolate & apple cider, a short movie in the
sanctuary (Lord willing, with our new video system), games
for the family, family photo opportunity and farm animals.

Volunteers are needed. Information is available on the
information center in back of church. Sign up in the activity
hall or online at bit.ly/messiahfamilychristmas

          SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE will be
held on Sunday, December 19th at 7:45 & 10:15 am. Practice
will be held on Saturday, December 18th from 9 - 10:00 am. If
you have any questions or to sign up your child to participate,
contact Pastor Schultz.

BALC CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS GIVING TREE The
Bay Area Life Center is looking to bless families and children
this Christmas. Check out the Giving Tree in the activity hall,
along with accompanying instructions. Deadline for gifts is
December 13th. If you would like to consider giving a
monetary donation towards this project, simply write “BALC”
in the memo line or on the outside of an envelope and place
it in the offering plate. Thank you for blessing those in need.

ART CONTEST  The Education Committee is looking
for your help to spruce up the education wing of our facility.
Contest details are available on the information center in the
narthex. Deadline to submit your design is January 1, 2022.

TEEN GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held with
other teens from area congregations at Immanuel in Shirley
(3741 Shirley Rd) on December 18th at 7:00pm. BBQ
sandwiches and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side
dish or dessert to share. Also bring a $10 gift for a gift
swapping game. To help them plan for food please sign up in
the activity hall.
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https://bit.ly/messiahfamilychristmas.


Our Response to God’s Gifts:

Thursday - 126   
Sun. early -    51   
Sun. late -    94

Total: 271
Offerings: $ 6,287.38

Technology upgrade budget: $37,880
Given to date: $33,103.70
Amount still needed: $  4,776.30

Activities next week:
Tuesday 9:00:   Retired Men’s Coffee

6:00: Meeting night
Wednesday   5:30 Catechism
Thursday 6:30: Worship service

7:30: Church council
Sunday 7:45: Worship service 

9:00: Sunday School
9:15: Adult Bible classes

         10:15: Worship service      

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:    7:45:  Team #5 Pete Jindra’s team
                     10:15:  Team #8 Steve Popke’s team
Cleaning: Popke, Prahl, Racine, V. Rolon, B. Rowell

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team

          10:15: Team #10 Jeff Rindfleisch’s team
Cleaning: D. Reese, K. Rosenthal, S. Schneider
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