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Our Advent Candle

The season of Advent is a time of
anticipation.  We look forward to
celebrating the coming of the Light -
Jesus Christ- into this world. 

 Today we light the Prophecy candle. 
This first candle on our Advent wreath
recalls the Old Testament promises of
the coming Messiah and symbolizes
hope.

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.
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Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.

Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us
by Your strength and save us from the threatening
dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 63:16b, 17; 64:1-8

You, O LORD, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your
name. 17 Why, O LORD, do you make us wander from your ways

2

and harden our hearts so we do not revere you? Return for the
sake of your servants, the tribes that are your inheritance. 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the
mountains would tremble before you! 2 As when fire sets twigs
ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name
known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before
you! 3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect,
you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 4 Since
ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye
has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who
wait for him. 5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right,
who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against
them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? 6 All of us
have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts
are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind
our sins sweep us away. 7 No one calls on your name or strives to
lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and made
us waste away because of our sins.  8 Yet, O LORD, you are our
Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of
your hand.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.  

4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in
Christ Jesus.  5 For in him you have been enriched in every
way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—  6 because
our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  7 Therefore you
do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord
Jesus Christ to be revealed.  8 He will keep you strong to the end,
so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, is faithful.

Verse of the Day
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Gospel Lesson:  Mark 13:32-37

32 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  33 Be on guard! Be
alert! You do not know when that time will come.  34 It’s like a man
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge,
each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep
watch. 35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when
the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening,
or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.  36 If he
comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  37 What I say to
you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”

Hymn: “Speak, O Lord ” CW 735

1.  Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
To receive the food of your Holy Word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in you likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
All you purposes for you glory.

3.  Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
 Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built
And you fill the earth with your glory.

Today’s message: based on Mark 13:32-37

“ARE YOU READY?”
I. He’s coming back

II. Watch for Him
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Confession of faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer:

O Lord, our Father and Redeemer, from everlasting You
are God. With joy and thanksgiving we acknowledge that we are
indebted to You for our existence. Without You we cannot live,
and apart from You life has no meaning. Humbly, we ask You to
listen to our prayers.

For permitting us to enter another church year, we give
You thanks. For finding us and leading us like a shepherd
through Your Word, we praise You. For keeping Your promise
and sending this world a Savior, we raise Your name high.

Dear Savior Jesus Christ, we often stray from Your paths
like lost sheep. We often fall asleep and forget that You are
coming soon. How often our faith seems to fade away as the
difficulties of this world impact our lives. Keep us close to You.
Keep us awake to Your second coming so that we will be ready to
welcome You. May we keep watch for Your coming glory.

As we begin another year in Your kingdom of grace, send
us Your Holy Spirit in ever increasing power. Grow in us the
knowledge of what Jesus has accomplished, and the appreciation
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of what He has given to us. Enrich our lives with Your insight and
love, and bless all those in our lives. Give them Your comfort and
peace, knowing that the Lord is coming soon.

Trusting You will answer our prayers in the way that is best
for our souls, we come with our personal requests.

(Silent prayer)

In Jesus’ name we join in the prayer He taught us - “Our 
Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us
today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.”

Ending prayer:
Pastor: O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out the Holy

Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in
Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THANK YOU! to all who donated food stuffs for St. Paul’s food

pantry. We will take your gifts to St. Paul on Monday, November
30th. Your generosity is truly an offering of thanks to our Lord. If
you would still like to donate, please take your donations to St.
Paul Lutheran Church during their office hours 8-3:00 during the
work week.   

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS CONTINUES Next week on Sunday
at 9:00am we’ll start our study of “Fruit of the Spirit”. We’ll
investigate the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives us with our faith -
things like love, joy, peace, patience and others. If  you are
viewing from home, contact Pastor Sauer and he’ll send you a
weekly email with the lessons to be covered. Or, you can stop by
church and pick up a hard copy. Everyone’s welcome!

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Due to family circumstances and
health, we are currently in need of volunteers to serve the Lord
here at Messiah on our Elders committee, early service usher and
communion set up teams. If you are interested in serving, please
contact Pastor at 465-6013 or pastorsauer@messiahgb.org.
Thanks!

POINSETTIA SIGN UP We have ordered 15 plants to decorate
our altar with for the Christmas.  The cost of the plants is $8.00
and you are able to take them home following the Christmas Day
service.  You may sign up either by stopping in the church office
or by calling 465-6013.

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL Parents and kids alike are invited
to join us on December 6, 13 and 20 at 9:15 am in the Activity
Hall. We’ll study the Bible lesson for the day and do an activity.
Families are able to sit together at their own table. Hope to see
you there!

DAILY BIBLE READING JOURNAL for a three-year reading
plan will be available to the congregation in mid-December. There
is no cost to the journal. For more information and to sign up for a
copy, visit the link on the home page of our website. Contact us if
you have any questions. God bless your growth in God’s Word! 
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Activities next week:
Tuesday 6:00: Meeting night
Wednesday 5:30: Catechism

7:00: Online Bible class
Thursday 6:30:  Worship service with communion
Sunday       7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service with communion

9:00: Sunday Bible class - “Fruit of the Spirit”

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday 6:30 - 17
   Sunday   7:45 - 44
                 9:30 - 39 Total: 100
                           
Offerings $7,645.80

ONLINE MID-WEEK BIBLE CLASS will take place on
Wednesday nights at 7 pm in December (2, 9 & 16). We will be
studying the weekly sermon text and will use Zoom. A link to join
is available on the front page of our website - messiahgb.org. If
you have any questions, contact Pastor Schultz.

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS NEEDED  If you would like to
volunteer to serve the Lord in this way, please contact one of
your pastors. Training will be provided.
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Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team

    10:15: Team #2 Doug Voigt’s team
Cleaning: B. Mahlik, Mendez, Micksch, Mortensen

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #9 Chris Dolch’s team

  10:15: Team #4 Rob Zeratsky’s team
Cleaning: Micoliczyk, P. Mleziva, W. Mleziva, H. Woyak

 

9


