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Hymns: 610 - 615
Psalm: 73, page 94

Today’s message: based on Philippians 4:10-20

“THANKS, LORD!”

First Lesson: Philippians 4:10–20

10I rejoice greatly in the Lord now that you have revived
your concern for me once again. Actually, you were concerned,
but you had no opportunity to show it. 11I am not saying this
because I lack anything; in fact, I have learned to be content in
any circumstances in which I find myself. 12I know what it is to
live in humble circumstances, and I know what it is to have
more than enough. I have learned the secret of being content
in any and every situation, while being full or hungry, while
having plenty or not enough. 13I can do all things through
Christ, who strengthens me. 14Nevertheless, you did well by
becoming partners with me in my affliction. 

15You Philippians know that in the beginning of your
experience with the gospel, when I left Macedonia, not one
church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving,
except you alone. 16Even while I was in Thessalonica, you sent
help more than once for my needs. 17Not that I am seeking a
gift, but I am seeking the fruit that adds to your account. 18I
have been paid in full, and I have more than enough. I am fully
supplied since I’ve received from Epaphroditus the things that
came from you, a sweet-smelling fragrance, an acceptable
sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 19And my God will fully supply
your every need, according to his glorious riches in Christ
Jesus. 20Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever!
Amen. 
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Gospel Lesson: Luke 17:11–19

11On another occasion, as Jesus was on his way to

Jerusalem, he was passing along the border between Samaria

and Galilee. 12When he entered a certain village, ten lepers

met him. Standing at a distance, 13they called out loudly,

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 
14When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the

priests.” As they went away they were cleansed. 
15One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned

back, glorifying God with a loud voice. 16He fell on his face at

Jesus’ feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 17Jesus

responded, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other

nine? 18Was no one found to return and give glory to God

except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go

your way. Your faith has saved you.” 
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On this Thanksgiving Day, how proper it is to thank the
One who has given us all that we have!  Dr. Martin Luther
listed these blessings so very well when he wrote the
following explanation of the First Article of the Apostle’s
Creed.

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

What does this mean?

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and

that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my

members, my mind and all my abilities.

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and

daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, property

and home, spouse and children, land, cattle and all I own, and

all that I need to keep my body and life.  God also preserves

me by defending me against all danger, guarding and

protecting me from all evil.  All this God does only because he

is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I

have earned or deserved it.  For all this I ought to thank and

praise, to serve and obey him.

This is most certainly true.
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