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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
Mercifully grant, O God, that Your Holy Spirit may in
all things direct and rule our hearts, for without Your
help we are unable to please You; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The word of the LORD came to me:  2 “What do you people

mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: ”‘The
fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’? 

3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no
longer quote this proverb in Israel.  4 For every living soul belongs
to me, the father as well as the son—both alike belong to me.
The soul who sins is the one who will die.

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, O house
of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  26

2

If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin,
he will die for it; because of the sin he has committed he will die. 
27 But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he has
committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life.  28

Because he considers all the offenses he has committed and
turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die.  29 Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my
ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are
unjust? 

30 “Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one
according to his ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent!
Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your
downfall.  31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have
committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you
die, O house of Israel?  32 For I take no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!

Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-11
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if

any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion,  2 then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and
purpose.  3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but
in humility consider others better than yourselves.  4 Each of you
should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others.

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with

God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

3



Verse of the Day

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 21:28-32
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He

went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the
vineyard.’ 29 ”‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his
mind and went. 30 “Then the father went to the other son and said
the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 31

“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they
answered. Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God
ahead of you.  32 For John came to you to show you the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors
and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not
repent and believe him.

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” CW 382

1.  My hope is built on nothing less
     Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
     I dare to make no other claim
     But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
     On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
     All other ground is sinking sand.

4.  When he shall come with trumpet sound,
     Oh, may I then in him be found,
     Clothed in his righteousness alone,
     Faultless to stand before his throne.
     On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
     All other ground is sinking sand.

Today’s message: based on Matthew 21:28-32

“Which Son Are You?”
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Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer:

Lord of power and grace, Your eyes are on Your
children and Your ears are open to their prayers.  Hear us, as we
come to You in faith.  Confident of Your attention and action, we
bring our prayers of thanks and praise.  Answer us in the way that
leads to our spiritual strengthening.

We thank You for transplanting us from the wilderness of
this world into the vineyard of Your heavenly kingdom.  Help us to
produce honor and praise for Your name.  Give us wisdom to tell
others the truth about sin and grace in a way that opens the door
to the Gospel.  Help us to use the gifts You gave us to extend
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Your kingdom.  Wash us clean of impure thoughts and selfish
attitudes.  Send Your Holy Spirit to give us the power to
accomplish Your purposes.

Bless us as we come to Your table in communion. 
Cleanse us, strengthen us and bind us closer to one another.  As
we receive Your body and blood in, with and under the bread and
wine, remind us of Your sacrifice for our sins.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.

(Silent prayer)

In Jesus’ name we join in praying - “Our  Father  in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen.”

Pastor:  

Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love
he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the
Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us
when we are weak.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Distribution:

(During the distribution, the following communion hymn will
be played softly. Please read and ponder the words of the hymn
as you wait to receive communion or after you have returned from
the Lord’s table.)

Communion Hymn: 

     “Here, O My Lord, I See you Face to Face” CW 315

1.  Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face;

     Here would I touch and handle things unseen,

     Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,

     And all my weariness upon you lean.

2.  This is the hour of banquet and of song;

     Here is the heav'nly table spread anew.

     Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong

     The brief bright hour of fellowship with you.

3.   I have no help but yours nor do I need

     Another arm but yours to lean upon.

     It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed;

     My strength is in your might, your might alone.
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4.  Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness;

     Mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood.

     Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:

     Your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God.

5.  Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear.

     The feast, though not the love, is past and gone.

     The bread and wine remove, but you are here,

     Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

6.  Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,

     Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,

     Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,

     The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Ending prayer:

Pastor: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your
loving kindness You sent your Son to share our
humanity. We thank You that through Him You have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We
also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

MEMORIAL RECEIVED In loving memory of Sherry Voigt $425
has been donated to Messiah Lutheran Church. May God comfort
all of us with the sure and certain hope of the resurrection on the
Last Day. We thank you for your gifts given in love.

PRIVATE COMMUNION SCHEDULE If you’re not comfortable
taking communion in our service today, we are holding small (10
or less) communion groups on Monday, October 19th.   Every
half hour from 10:30 to 11:30, and then at 6:30, we’ll host a short
communion service. If you are interested, call the church office
(465-6013) to schedule a slot for you and your family.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Due to family circumstances and
health, we are currently in need of volunteers to serve the Lord
here at Messiah on our Elders committee, early service usher and
communion set up teams. If you are interested in serving, please
contact Pastor at 465-6013 or pastorsauer@messiahgb.org.
Thanks!

OUR SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY continues at 9:00am. Come join
us in person or online. If you would like copies of the lessons
emailed to you, please email to pastorsauer@messiahgb.org. 

AMMO CAN DONATIONS For the next few weeks we’ll receive
donations for our Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) in our
ammo can located on the information desk as you enter church.
The amount raised will help support chaplains who serve our
military members as well as materials service members can use to
strengthen their faith. Thank you for your gifts!

ADULT INFORMATION CLASS PLANNING We’re starting to
plan our next 12 session class that will study the basic teachings
of the Bible. Dates and times will be chosen by the participants.
This is a great chance to review the foundation of your faith or to
make yourself eligible for membership here at Messiah. All
materials will be provided, so if you are interested, please let one
of the pastors know, or email Pastor Sauer at
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org.
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Activities next week:

Monday 10:30-11:30: Private Communion sessions
6:30: Private Communion session

Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class
Thursday 6:30: Worship service
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service

9:00: Bible class - “Church and State”

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday 6:30 - 22
   Sunday 7:45 - 32
                     10:15 - 49                   Total: 103
                           
Offerings $ 7,364.65

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #5 Pete Jindra’s team

          10:15: Team #10 Ken Rosenthal’s team
Cleaning: Kaiser, Kaminski, Konkol, Kraschnewski, D. Krause

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team

         10:15: Team #2 Doug Voigt’s team
Cleaning: Hurkley, Frelich, Merholz, Pribeck
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