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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
Lord God, You call us to work in your kingdom and
leave no one standing idle. Help us to order our
lives by Your wisdom and to serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 55:6-9
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is

near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his
thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on
him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  8 “For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”  declares
the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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Second Lesson: Philippians 1:18b-27
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice,  19 for I know that through your

prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has
happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.  20 I eagerly
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have
sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in
my body, whether by life or by death.  21 For to me, to live is Christ
and to die is gain.  22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will
mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!
 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ,
which is better by far;  24 but it is more necessary for you that I
remain in the body.  25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain,
and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the
faith,  26 so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ
Jesus will overflow on account of me. 

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of
the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only
hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in
one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.

Verse of the Day

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 20:1-16
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out

early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard.  2 He
agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his
vineyard. 

3 “About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in
the marketplace doing nothing.  4 He told them, ‘You also go and
work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’  5 So
they went. 

“He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and
did the same thing.  6 About the eleventh hour he went out and
found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you
been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

7 ”‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

3



“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his

foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning
with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

9 “The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came
and each received a denarius.  10 So when those came who were
hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them
also received a denarius.  11 When they received it, they began to
grumble against the landowner.  12 ‘These men who were hired
last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat
of the day.’ 

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair
to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?  14 Take your pay
and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I
gave you.  15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Hymn: “Lord of the Living Harvest” CW 559

1. Lord of the living harvest  That ripens o'er the plain,
    Where angels soon will gather  Their sheaves of golden grain,
    Accept our hands to labor, Our hearts to trust and love,
    And be with us to hasten  Your kingdom from above.

2  As lab'rers in your vineyard, Lord, give us work to do,
    Content to bear the burden  Of weary days for you,
    To ask no other wages  When you will call us home
    Than to have shared the labor  That makes your kingdom          
    come.

3. Be with us, God the Father;  Be with us, God the Son
    And God the Holy Spirit, Most blessed Three in One.
    Make us your faithful servants  You rightly to adore,
    And fill us with your blessing  Both now and evermore.
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Today’s message: based on Matthew 20:1-16

“WHAT’S FAIR?”
I. What we think

II. What God gives

Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer:
Lord God, heavenly Father, to You we lift up our souls and

voices.  You have constantly shown us Your love in all areas of
our lives.  We praise You most for Your gift of forgiveness and
paradise.  For all Your blessings, we praise You from the bottom
of our hearts.
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You have always been just with us, O Lord.  Help us to
always see our sins and repent of them.  May we never fall for the
false idea that You are not just in dealing with us.  We don't
deserve the least of Your mercies, but in love You give us the
best.  How can we ever comprehend the depth of Your love and
mercy?  Give us eyes that clearly see our sins and our Savior.
Give us thankful hearts that trust completely in You.

In response to Your grace and love, help us to show others
the same kind of self-sacrificing love.  Burn out of our hearts the
selfishness that so often grows so rapidly.  Open our hands to
help our neighbors and our hearts to care for their souls.  Open
our mouths to speak the words of Jesus to them.  May we be
spiritual blessings to all those we encounter in our daily lives.
 

Bless our prayers as we come privately to You.  
(Silent prayer)

We hang on tightly to the fact that all our sins have been
paid for by the suffering and death of Jesus, and in His name we
join in praying - “Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your
name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.”

Pastor:  
Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love

he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the
Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us
when we are weak.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Distribution:
(During the distribution, the following communion hymn will

be played softly. Please read and ponder the words of the hymn
as you wait to receive communion or after you have returned from
the Lord’s table.)

Communion Hymn: 
     “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” CW 312

1.  Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared
     This feast for our salvation;
     It is your body and your blood,
     And at your invitation
     As weary souls, with sin oppressed,
     We come to you for needed rest,
     For comfort, and for pardon

2.  Although you did to heav'n ascend,
     Where angel hosts are dwelling,
     And in your presence they behold
     Your glory, all excelling,
     And though your people shall not see
     Your glory and your majesty
     Till dawns the judgment morning,
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4.  We eat this bread and drink this cup,
     Your precious Word believing
     That your true body and your blood
     Our lips are here receiving.
     This Word remains forever true,
     And there is naught you cannot do,
     For you, Lord, are almighty.

7.  Grant that we worthily receive
     Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
     And, truly grieving for our sins,
     May prove by our behavior
     That we are thankful for your grace
     And day by day may run our race,
     In holiness increasing.

8.  For your consoling supper, Lord,
     Be praised throughout all ages!
     Preserve it, for in ev'ry place
     The world against it rages.
     Grant that this sacrament may be
     A blessed comfort unto me
     When living and when dying.

Ending prayer:
Pastor: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your

loving kindness You sent your Son to share our
humanity. We thank You that through Him You have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We
also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.
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Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRIVATE COMMUNION SCHEDULE If you’re not comfortable
taking communion in our service today, we are holding small (10
or less) communion groups on Monday, October 5th.   Every half
hour from 10:30 to 11:30, and then at 6:30, we’ll host a short
communion service. If you are interested, call the church office
(465-6013) to schedule a slot for you and your family.

IT’S CARE PACKAGE TIME! Please bring your donations to
church and place them on the counter in the kitchen. We’ll be
packing and sending them out on October 15th, so please have
your donations here by that date. Thank you so much.

OUR SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY continues at 9:00am. Come
join us in person or online. If you would like copies of the lessons
emailed to you, please email to pastorsauer@messiahgb.org. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE Messiah will hold an outdoor
worship service on Sunday, October 11 at 10:15 am. We
encourage you to bring your lawn chair and invite a friend! In the
case of inclement weather, we will move indoors.

PUMPKIN PATCH Our Evangelism Committee is purchasing
pumpkins, to be available on Sunday, October 11th. Please take a
pumpkin as a gift to friends and neighbors without a church
home. Pumpkins will have a bible passage and invitation to
worship. Any pumpkins remaining are available on a first come,
first served basis following our outdoor worship service.
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Activities next week:

Monday 10:30-11:30: Private Communion sessions
6:30: Private Communion session

Tuesday 6:00: Meeting night
Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class
Thursday 6:30: Worship service

7:30: Council meeting
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service

9:00: Bible class - “Church and State”
9:15: Family Sunday School

SUNDAY SCHOOL Resources and materials are available
online beginning today. Email pastorschultz@messiahgb.org or
call the church office to sign up for printed copies of the student
lessons to use at home. We will either mail them to you or you
can pick them up in the office. (Student lessons cannot be posted
online due to copyright laws.

WORK DAY SCHEDULED Come join us as we prepare our
church and grounds for the coming months. We’ll start at 8:00am
on Saturday, October 17th and be finished before noon. Bring
your gloves, rakes and whatever tools you wish. See you here!
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Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday 6:30 - 29
   Sunday 7:45 - 40
                     10:15 -47                       Total: 116
                           
Offerings $ 10,214.96

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #7 Gary DeKeyser’s team

 10:15 Team #6 Greg Dessart’s team
Cleaning: Jindra, Holder, Jandrin, Klatt, Brault

 

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #3 John Anderegg’s team

10:15: Team #8 Steve Popke’s team
Cleaning: Flink, Krueger, Witte, Pople, Mabbitt
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