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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and
defend your Church; and because it cannot
continue in safety without Your help, protect and
govern it always by Your goodness; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Ezekiel 33:7-11
7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of

Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 
8 When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’
and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that
wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for
his blood.  9 But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his
ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will
have saved yourself. 
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10 “Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what you are
saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are
wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’  11 Say to
them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from
their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you
die, O house of Israel?’

Second Lesson: Romans 13:1-10
13 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities,

for there is no authority except that which God has established.
The authorities that exist have been established by God.  2

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves.  3 For rulers hold no terror for those who
do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will
commend you.  4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for
nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer.  5 Therefore, it is necessary to
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible
punishment but also because of conscience. 

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s
servants, who give their full time to governing.  7 Give everyone
what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to
love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the
law.  9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not
murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other
commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  10 Love does no harm to its
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
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Verse of the Day

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 18:15-20
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault,

just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won
your brother over.  16 But if he will not listen, take one or two
others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.’  17 If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the
church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. 

19 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about
anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven.  20 For where two or three come together in my name,
there am I with them.”

Hymn: “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” CW 304

1.  Jesus sinners does receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
     Who in sin's delusions live  And from God and heaven              
     wander.
     Here is hope for all who grieve--Jesus sinners does receive.

7.  Jesus sinners does receive.  Even I have been forgiven.
     And when I this earth must leave,  I shall find an open               
     heaven. 
     Dying, still to him I cleave–  Jesus sinners does receive.

Today’s message: based on Romans 13:1-10

“The Christian Citizen”
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Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, how good it is to sing Your

praises.  How delightful to worship You with our fellow redeemed. 
You revive our hopes in a world filled with the broken promises of
man.  Your Word is truth, and Your promises are sure.  Accept
our praise and thanksgiving for using Your power among us.

Open our eyes to Your goodness and to the needs of
others.  Open our ears to hear Your voice above the noise and
confusion of our times.  Give us vision to see the world ripe for
Your harvest.  Help us bring in the souls You have chosen to be
saved. May Your Holy Spirit plant the gift of faith in all people, so
that they too might enjoy eternal life.
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Blessed Savior, encourage us to submit to all God-given
authorities. Make Your constant dwelling within our lives. Give us
joy in paying taxes, respect, and honor to those who serve the
public’s needs. Help us to constantly trust that You are in
complete control of our world. Give us many opportunities to
demonstrate Your merciful love in this loveless world. Allow our
lives to be clear witnesses of our Gracious Savior.

Bless us as we come to Your table in communion.  As You
give us Your body and blood, give us also Your forgiveness. 
Cleanse us, strengthen us and bind us closer to one another.  W e
come, remembering Your sacrifice for us.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
(Silent prayer)

In Jesus’ name we also join in praying - “Our  Father  in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen.”

Pastor:  
Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love

he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the
Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us
when we are weak.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Distribution:
(During the distribution, the following communion hymn will

be played softly. Please read and ponder the words of the hymn
as you wait to receive communion or after you have returned from
the Lord’s table.)

Communion Hymn: 
     “God Loved the World So that He Gave” CW 391

1.  God loved the world so that he gave
     His only Son the lost to save
     That all who would in him believe
     Should everlasting life receive.

2.  Christ is the solid rock of faith,
     Who was made flesh and suffered death.
     All who confide in him alone
     Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3.  God would not have the sinner die--
     His Son with saving grace is nigh.
     His Spirit in the Word does teach
     How we the blessed goal may reach.
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4.  Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
     Forgives the sins that you have done.
     You're justified by Jesus' blood;
     Baptized, you are a child of God.

5.  When you are sick, when death draws near,
     This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
     Christ Jesus saves my soul from death--
     This is the anchor of my faith!

6.  Glory to God the Father, Son,
     And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
     To you, O blessed Trinity,
     Be praise now and eternally!

Ending prayer:
Pastor: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your

loving kindness You sent your Son to share our
humanity. We thank You that through Him You have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We
also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRIVATE COMMUNION SCHEDULE If you’re not comfortable
taking communion in our service today, we are holding small (10
or less) communion groups on Monday, September 21th.   Every
half hour from 10:30 to 11:30, and then at 6:30, we’ll host a short
communion service. If you are interested, call the church office
(465-6013) to schedule a slot for you and your family.

IT’S CARE PACKAGE TIME! Once again, we’ll be collecting
goodies to send to our students away at school and our military
members in the states to let them know we miss them and care
about them. Please bring your donations to church and place
them on the counter in the kitchen. We’ll be packing and sending
them out on October 15th, so please have your donations here by
that date. Thank you so much.

OUR SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY will start next week, September
27th at 9:00am. We’ll study “Church and State”, and see what God
has to say about earthy government and Christ’s kingdom. Plans
are to have this class livestreamed on Sundays. If you would like
copies of the lessons emailed to you, please send an email to
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE Messiah will hold an outdoor
worship service on Sunday, October 11 at 10:15 am. We
encourage you to bring your lawn chair and invite a friend! In the
case of inclement weather, we will move indoors.

PUMPKIN PATCH Our Evangelism Committee is purchasing
pumpkins, to be available on Sunday, October 11th. Please take a
pumpkin as a gift to friends and neighbors without a church
home. Pumpkins will have a bible passage and invitation to
worship. Any pumpkins remaining are available on a first come,
first served basis following our outdoor worship service.
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Activities next week:

Monday 10:30-11:30: Private Communion sessions
6:30: Private Communion session

Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class
Thursday 6:30: Worship service
Friday 5:30: Lemmens-Liebeck rehearsal
Saturday 1:00: Lemmens-Liebeck wedding
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15  Worship service

9:00: Bible class - “Church and State”

CRAYON PROFESSIONALS NEEDED As part of our pumpkin 
patch, we have postcard sized pumpkins that need to be colored
and returned to church. Pick them up today on the information
center as you leave.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Resources and materials are available
online beginning today. Email pastorschultz@messiahgb.org or
call the church office to sign up for printed copies of the student
lessons to use at home. We will either mail them to you or you
can pick them up in the office. (Student lessons cannot be posted
online due to copyright laws.)

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL Parents and kids alike are invited
to join us on October 4th at 9:15 am in the Activity Hall. We’ll study
the Bible lesson of God calling Moses and the burning bush.
Families can sit together at their own table. See you on the 4th!
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Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday 6:30 -  22
   Sunday 7:45 -  38
                     10:15 - 38                       Total: 98
                           
Offerings $ 3,888.21

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team

10:15: Team #2 Doug Voight’s team
Cleaning: Hunt, Bloch, Habeck, Hafeman, Iwinski

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #9 Chris Dolch’s  team

10:15: Team #2 Doug Voight’s team
Cleaning: Iverson, Holub, Janssen, Jarman, Jeanquart
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