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Pastor Schultz:  784-4728   pastorschultz@messiahgb.org

Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of
believers with your never-failing mercy. Help us
avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us
in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Jeremiah 15:15-21
15 You understand, O LORD; remember me and care for me.

Avenge me on my persecutors. You are long-suffering—do not
take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 16

When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my
heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty. 17 I
never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry with
them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had
filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unending and my
wound grievous and incurable? Will you be to me like a deceptive
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brook, like a spring that fails? 19 Therefore this is what the LORD
says: “If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve me; if
you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be my
spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to
them. 20 I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of
bronze; they will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I
am with you to rescue and save you,”  declares the LORD. 21 “I
will save you from the hands of the wicked and redeem you from
the grasp of the cruel.”
 
Second Lesson: Romans 12:1-8

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  2 Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of
faith God has given you.  4 Just as each of us has one body with
many members, and these members do not all have the same
function,  5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others.  6 We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let
him use it in proportion to his faith.  7 If it is serving, let him serve;
if it is teaching, let him teach;  8 if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Verse of the Day
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Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 16:21-26
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that

he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!”
he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things
of God, but the things of men.” 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  25

For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me will find it.  26 What good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man
give in exchange for his soul?
 

Hymn: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” CW 452

1.  Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow his example pure,
     Flee the world which would deceive us And to sin our souls      
     allure.
     Ever in his footsteps treading, Body here, yet soul above,
     Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father's bidding.
     Faithful Lord, abide with me. Savior, lead; I follow thee.

4 . Let us gladly live with Jesus;  Since he's risen from the dead,
     Death and grave must soon release us. Jesus, thou art now     
     our head.  
     We are truly thine own members; Where thou livest, there live  
     we.
     Take and own us constantly, Faithful Friend, as thy dear           
     brethren.
    Jesus, here I live to thee,  Also there eternally.
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Today’s message: based on Romans 12:1-8

“The Living Sacrifice to God”

Confession of faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer:
O Lord, it is only because of Your mercy and power that

we see a new day.  We thank and praise You for the gift of life. 
We thank You for continuing to guide and guard us.  Best of all,
we thank You for making us Your children.  For Your Word, which
gives us blessings beyond compare, we thank You.

O Holy Spirit, continue to transform our minds as we
remain connected to Your Word.  Help us to organize our lives in
ways that serve You.  Keep us from the sin of selfishness.
Instead of using all that You have given to us to serve only
ourselves, move us to use our voices and talents to serve and
encourage others.  Give us joy as we see Your kingdom grow in
our midst.  Continue to remind us that we are all one body in
Christ.  Help us to use our gifts together, thankfully and joyfully.
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Dear Savior, may Your mercy towards us move us to show
mercy to others.  May we take their words and actions in the
kindest way possible.  Help us to be gracious and compassionate
in all our dealings.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.

(Silent prayer)

In Jesus’ name we join in the prayer He taught us - “Our 
Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us
today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.”

Ending prayer:
Pastor: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy

Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

OPEN FORUM/VOTERS’ MEETING NEXT WEEK Please mark
your calendars for our open forum and voters’ meeting next
Sunday, September 20th at 9:00am. Reports from our committees
will be presented. Please bring your questions, too!

OUR SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY will start on Sunday, September
27th at 9:00am. We’ll study “Church and State”, and see what God
has to say about earthy government and Christ’s kingdom. Plans
are to have this class livestreamed on Sundays. If you would like
copies of the lessons emailed to you, please send an email to
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE Messiah will hold an outdoor
worship service on Sunday, October 11 at 10:15 am. We
encourage you to bring your lawn chair and invite a friend! In the
case of inclement weather, we will move indoors.

PUMPKIN PATCH Our Evangelism Committee is purchasing
pumpkins, to be available on Sunday, October 11th. Please take a
pumpkin as a gift to friends and neighbors without a church
home. Pumpkins will have a bible passage and invitation to
worship. Any pumpkins remaining are available on a first come,
first served basis following our outdoor worship service.

CRAYON PROFESSIONALS NEEDED As part of our pumpkin 
patch, we have postcard sized pumpkins that need to be colored
and returned to church. Pick them up today on the information
center as you leave.

MEMORIAL RECEIVED $250 has been donated in memory of
Mary Ann Michler by her family. Thank you for your gift and may
God comfort us all with the fact of the resurrection on the Last
Day.
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Activities next week:

Thursday 6:30: Worship service with communion
Sunday         7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service with communion

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday   6:30 - 31
   Sunday      7:45 - 54
                     9:30 - 57 Total: 142
                           
Offerings $8,235.85

SUNDAY SCHOOL Resources and materials are available
online beginning today. Email pastorschultz@messiahgb.org or
call the church office to sign up for printed copies of the student
lessons to use at home. We will either mail them to you or you
can pick them up in the office. (Student lessons cannot be posted
online due to copyright laws.)

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL Parents and kids alike are invited
to join us on October 4th at 9:15 am in the Activity Hall. We’ll study
the Bible lesson of God calling Moses and the burning bush.
Families can sit together at their own table. See you on the 4th!

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS NEEDED  If you would like to
volunteer to serve the Lord in this way, please contact one of
your pastors. Training will be provided.
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Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #5 Pete Jindra’s  team

    9:30: Team #10 Ken Rosenthal’s team
Cleaning: Hunt, Bloch, Habeck, Hafeman, Iwinski

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team

    9:30: Team #2 Doug Voight’s team
Cleaning: G. Schmidt, J Cortes, L.Rapaich, G. Dekeyser 
                   and N. Dekeyser
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