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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

Our Order of Worship
Page 38 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 239 - 399 - 328
Psalm: 146, page 120

Today’s message: based on Isaiah 35:4-7a

“ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER!”
I. When anxiety threatens to overwhelm us
II. With a picture of God’s gift of paradise
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First Lesson: Isaiah 35:4-7a

4 say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your
God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine
retribution he will come to save you.”  5 Then will the eyes of
the blind be opened and the ears of  the deaf unstopped. 6 Then
will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for
joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty
ground bubbling springs.

Second Lesson: James 1:17-27

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change
like shifting shadows.  18 He chose to give us birth through the
word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he
created. 

19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry,  20 for
man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God
desires.  21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is
so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which
can save you. 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says.  23 Anyone who listens to the word
but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face
in a mirror  24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like.  25 But the man who
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and
continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but
doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. 

26 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep
a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion
is worthless.  27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
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Gospel Lesson: Mark 7:31-37

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon,
down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the
Decapolis.  32 There some people brought to him a man who
was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place
his hand on the man. 

33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his
fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the
man’s tongue.  34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh
said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”).  35 At
this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened
and he began to speak plainly. 

36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more
he did so, the more they kept talking about it.  37 People were
overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,”
they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

Eternal, almighty God, heavenly Father, how good it is
to sing Your praises! What a joy it is to gather together with
our spiritual family. You lift our hearts in a world filled with the
broken promises of man. Your Word is truth, and Your
promises are guaranteed by Your power. We thank You for
adopting us as Your sons and daughters.

O Lord, help us to strengthen our brothers and sisters
who are struggling in this world. Help us to remind them of
Your power and love. Give us all eyes to see the marvelous
gift of paradise that You have prepared for us. Strengthen us
with the news that pain and disease, heartache and broken
dreams, sin and death are not part of our life to come. In the
peace that You give through Christ, we long for that day.
Move us to ponder and treasure the forgiveness of our sins
that Jesus won for us. Strengthen us through Your Gospel.

-3-



Dear Holy Spirit, move us to live lives that clearly speak
to the world that we are God’s children. Help us to identify
and eliminate words and actions that impede the Gospel.
Give us enthusiasm and energy to tell others about You. Help
us to welcome all who come to worship with us.  Bless us
with the peace that passes all understanding, the peace that
comes through Your Word. Bless us as we begin another
year of Your Word in Sunday School and Bible class. 

Now hear us, Lord, as we ask for Your strength in our
personal situations.

Silent prayer

In the name of Christ our Lord, who restores sight to the
blind, hearing to the deaf and speech to the mute, we join in
praying - “Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FLOWERS Today’s flowers are given with thanks by
Scott and Kristal Kiley to celebrate their 22nd wedding
anniversary. May God bless you with many more!

FACEMASKS?  If you are more comfortable wearing a
face mask in worship, please do so! We’re happy you are here
and want to worship with us. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS We have an open schedule for altar
flowers after September 19th. If you would like to donate
flowers to enhance our altar area, just sign up on the clipboard
in the entryway of church. Cost is $35 per Sunday. To pay, just
write “flowers” on the outside of your offering envelope. Thank
you!

OPEN FORUM/VOTERS MEETING On September 19th

between services starting at 9:00am we’ll host our open forum.
Reports from all committees will be presented and hopefully all
your questions will be answered. Everyone is welcome to
come, listen and ask questions. 

After the open forum, our voting members will gather to
conduct any business that comes before us. If more time is
needed, we’ll continue after our late service. We hope to see
you here!
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED The
Sunday School has split up several positions and is looking for
help with crafts, group leader or teacher. Consider shadowing
or simply observing before you commit to once or twice a
month, or as you are able. Interested? Contact Pastor Schultz.

MEMORY WORK PARTNERS We are looking for adults
of any age to listen memory work on Wednesday nights at 6:50
pm. This program encourages different generations of the
congregation to get to know each other when adults listen to
youth memory work. If interested, please contact Pastor
Schultz.

DARTBALL We’ve received an invitation from St. Paul
for anyone interested in playing dartball this fall on their team.
League play starts on September 27th. Games are from 7-9pm
and the cost is $4.00 per night. For further information call
Harlie Zahn at 920-737-5601.
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Our Response to God’s Gifts:

Thursday - 43
Sun. early - 71
Sun. late - 68

Total:   182
Offerings: $3,658.00 (incomplete)

Technology upgrade budget: $37,880
Given to date: $17,971
Amount still needed: $19,909

Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house
Usher team:   7:45: Team #1 Gary DeKeyser’s team

            9:30: Team #4 Rob Zeratsky’s team
Cleaning: Maccoux, Wochenske, Bielinski, Allcox, Grasse

Serving next week in the Lord’s house 
Usher team    7:45:  Team #3 Tait Waege’s team
                       9:30:  Team #6 Greg Dessart’s team
Cleaning        Iverson, Holder, Hurlbert, Klatt

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK:

Wednesday 5:30: NO Catechism class
Thursday 6:30: Worship service with Communion
Sunday 7:45: Worship service with Communion

9:00: Sunday School
9:00: Open Forum/Voters Meeting

         10:15: Worship service with Communion
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