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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more
ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more
than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the
abundance of Your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us
those good things for which we are not worthy to
ask, except through the merits and mediation of
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: 1 Kings 19:9-18
9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 
And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing

here, Elijah?” 
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God

Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken
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down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I
am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the
presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and
shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in
the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD
was not in the earthquake.  12 After the earthquake came a fire,
but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle
whisper.  13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face
and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God

Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I
am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go
to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael
king over Aram.  16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over
Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to
succeed you as prophet.  17 Jehu will put to death any who escape
the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape
the sword of Jehu.  18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all
whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose
mouths have not kissed him.”

Second Lesson: Romans 9:1-5
I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience

confirms it in the Holy Spirit—  2 I have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I could wish that I myself
were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers,
those of my own race,  4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the
adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  5

Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human
ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.
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Verse of the Day

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 14:22-33
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 
23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,  24 but
the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted
by the waves because the wind was against it. 

25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them,
walking on the lake.  26 When the disciples saw him walking on the
lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in
fear. 

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I.
Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the
water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and

came toward Jesus.  30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.
“You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.  33

Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly
you are the Son of God.”

Hymn: “ Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” CW 439

1.  Lord, take my hand and lead me, Upon life’s way;
     Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day.
     Without your grace and favor I go astray;
     So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.
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3.  Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come,
     I know that you will strengthen My steps toward home, 
     And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend!
     So take my hand and lead me Unto the end

Today’s message: based on Matthew 14:22-23

“DON’T BE AFRAID OF THE WAVES!”
I. His eyes are always on us

II. He won’t let go of us

Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Responsive Prayer:

We give thanks to You, O Lord our God; with our whole
heart we glorify Your name. In the midst of the storms of this life,
You alone give us peace and hope, joy and contentment. Your
forgiveness and presence are our most cherished gifts from You.

O Lord, build up our faith. We so often become
discouraged and doubt Your powerful presence. Like Elijah and
Peter, we often become weary and weak at heart as we see sin’s
effect on this world. We wonder if You are really in control as we
see devastated relationships, selfish decisions and anger and
hatred in life.  Reassure us of Your presence and remind us of
Your promises. Restore in us the joy of our salvation and give us
the zeal to spread Your message of eternal peace between us
and our heavenly Father.

Send us Your Holy Spirit to keep our eyes focused on
Jesus. When the waves of trouble begin to engulf us and we feel
ourselves sinking, take our hands of faith, raise us above our
doubts and replace our fears with courage. 

Bless us as we come to Your table in communion.  As You
give us Your body and blood, give us also Your forgiveness. 
Cleanse us, strengthen us and bind us closer to one another.  W e
come, remembering Your sacrifice for us.

We now bring our personal prayers before Your throne.
(Silent prayer)

Give comfort to the lonely, the sick and those in any
distress. In Jesus’ name we also join in praying - “Our  Father  in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your
will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
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against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen.”

Pastor:  

Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love
he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the
Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us
when we are weak.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Distribution:
(During the distribution, the following communion hymn will

be played softly. Please read and ponder the words of the hymn
as you wait to receive communion or after you have returned from
the Lord’s table.)

Communion Hymn: 
     “Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink” CW 405

1.  Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
     Though pressed by many a foe,
     That will not tremble on the brink
     Of poverty or woe,

2.  That will not murmur nor complain
     Beneath the chast'ning rod,
     But in the hour of grief or pain
     Can lean upon its God,

3.  A faith that shines more bright and clear
     When tempests rage without,
     That, when in danger, knows no fear,
     In darkness feels no doubt,

4 . That bears unmoved the world's dread frown
     Nor heeds its scornful smile,
     That sin's wild ocean cannot drown
     Nor Satan's arts beguile,

5.  A faith that keeps the narrow way
     Till life's last spark is fled
     And with a pure and heav'nly ray
     Lights up the dying bed.

6.  Lord, give us such a faith as this,
     And then, whate'er may come,
     We'll taste e'en now the hallowed bliss
     Of an eternal home.
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Ending prayer:
Pastor: Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips

which have praised You here may glorify You in the
world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of
Your Son may long for His coming again, and that
all who have received in His true body and blood
the pledge of Your forgiveness may be restored to
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRIVATE COMMUNION SCHEDULE If you’re not comfortable
taking communion in our service today, we are holding small (10
or less) communion groups on Monday, August 24th .   Every half
hour from 10:30 to noon, and then at 6:30, we’ll host a short
communion service. If you are interested, call the church office to
schedule a slot for you and your family.

MEDITATIONS AVAILABLE The next edition of our personal
devotional booklet “Meditations” has arrived. You can pick one up
at church, or if you want us to mail you a copy, please contact the
church office at 465-6013. 
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Activities next week:

Monday 10:30-11:30 noon: Private Communion sessions
6:30: Private Communion session

Wednesday 6:30: Basic information class (online)
Thursday 6:30: Worship service
Sunday 7:45 & 9:30  Worship service

AIDES NEEDED AT ST MARK St. Mark Lutheran School is
looking for aides in our student services room from 8-3, or in our
lower grades from 8-3. We are also looking to hire workers for
before school care (7:00-7:45am) and after school care (3:00-
5:00pm). Please email Principal Biebert at
zachary.biebert@stmarkpartners.org for more information.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS NEEDED Consider helping out
families in need by donating non-perishable food items to St Paul
Food Pantry. Food or monetary donations are welcome
during the week from 8 am to 4 pm at St. Paul’s church office
(514 S Clay St).  Thank you for considering giving to families in
need, and for serving your Savior.

SCRIP IS STILL AVAILABLE If you are interested in
purchasing SCRIP cards there is an order form available in the
activity hall as well as the church office.  Please include your
payment at the time you place your order and your order will be
available for pick up the following week.  Please contact Amy
Rukamp in the church office @ 465-6013 or
secretary@messiahgb.org with any questions.

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS NEEDED  If you would like to
volunteer to serve the Lord in this way, please contact one of
your pastors. Training will be provided.
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Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday 6:30 - 19
   Sunday 7:45 - 32
                 9:30 - 38                             Total: 89
                                
Offerings $ 9,980.44

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team # 9 Chris Dolch’s  team

    9:30: Team # 4 Rob Zeratsky’s  team
Cleaning:   B. Borley, T. Klein, A. Borley, B. Vetch

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #1 Gary DeKeyser’s  team

    9:30: Team #6 Greg Dessart’s  team
Cleaning: R. Allcox, A. Schultz, K. Rosenthal, K. Swagel
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