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Pastor Sauer:    884-7801   pastorsauer@messiahgb.org  
Pastor Schultz:  784-4728   pastorschultz@messiahgb.org

Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

Response: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called
Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to His will.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Response: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in
the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

Pastor: Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is
right that we, who cannot do anything that is good
without You, may by Your help be enabled to live
according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

First Lesson: Joel 3:12-16
12 ‘Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of

Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the nations on every
side. 13 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the
grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow— so great
is their wickedness!‘  14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of
decision. 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no
longer shine. 16 The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from
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Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble. But the LORD will
be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel.

Second Lesson: Romans 8:26,27

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  27 And
he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with
God’s will.

Verse of the Day

Response: (sung)
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is

like a man who sowed good seed in his field.  25 But while
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away.  26 When the wheat sprouted
and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 

27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you
sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come
from?’ 28 ”‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked
him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 ”‘No,’ he
answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may
root up the wheat with them.  30 Let both grow together until the
harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the
wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
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36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples
came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in
the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is
the Son of Man.  38 The field is the world, and the good seed
stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of
the evil one,  39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The
harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at
the end of the age.  41 The Son of Man will send out his angels,
and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin
and all who do evil.  42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43 Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He
who has ears, let him hear.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Response:   Praise be to You, O Christ!

Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory  ” CW 523 

1.  God of grace and God of glory, 
     On your people pour your pow'r;
     Crown your ancient Church's story;
     Bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
     Grant us wisdom; grant us courage
     For the facing of this hour,
     For the facing of this hour.

2.  Lo, the hosts of evil round us
     Scorn the Christ, assail his ways.
     From our fears that long have bound us,
     Free our hearts to faith and praise.
     Grant us wisdom; grant us courage
     For the living of these days,
     For the living of these days.
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Today’s message: based on Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

“What Should We Do About The Weeds?”

Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Adult Confirmation (Sunday 9:30 service)
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Responsive Prayer:
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You with our

whole hearts.  We praise You for being gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and steadfast in love.  For teaching us Your
way, O Lord, and for enabling us to walk in Your truth, we give
You our sincere thanks.

Send us Your Holy Spirit that He may teach us how to
pray.  May the Holy Spirit intercede for us according to Your
will.  May we know the mind of the Holy Spirit.  Help us to trust
that what we ask of You according to Your will, we will receive. 
Keep us alert as the Last Day approaches, and continue to
be our Refuge and Stronghold in our daily battles with sin. 

Help us to be diligent in planting the seed of Your Word. 
Preserve us from the seeds of discord, and the weeds of
sinful selfish thoughts. Help us to be patient so that we do not
jeopardize the good by pulling out the bad too quickly.  Give us
wisdom as we tend to Your harvest, O Lord.

Bless us as we come to Your table in communion.  As You
give us Your body and blood, give us also Your forgiveness. 
Cleanse us, strengthen us and bind us closer to one another.  We
come, remembering Your sacrifice for us.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
(Silent prayer)

We ask all these things in the name of our Savior, and in
His name we also join in praying - “Our  Father  in heaven,
hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever.  Amen.”
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Pastor:  

Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love
he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the
Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us
when we are weak.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Distribution:

(During the distribution, the following communion hymn will
be played softly. Please read and ponder the words of the hymn
as you wait to receive communion or after you have returned from
the Lord’s table.)
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Communion Hymn: 
     “God Loved the World So that He Gave” CW 391

1.  God loved the world so that He gave
     His only Son the lost to save,
     That all who would in Him believe
     Should everlasting life receive.

2.  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
     Who was made flesh and suffered death;
     All then who trust in Him alone
     Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3.  God would not have the sinner die;
     His Son with saving grace is nigh;
     His Spirit in the Word declares
     How we in Christ are heaven's heirs.

4.  Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
     Forgives all sins which you have done;
     And, justified by Jesus' blood,
     Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5.   If you are sick, if death is near,
     This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
     Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
     That is the firmest ground of faith.

6.   Glory to God the Father, Son,
      And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
     To Thee, O blessed Trinity,
     Be praise now and eternally!

    
Ending prayer:
Pastor: Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips

which have praised You here may glorify You in the
world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of
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Your Son may long for His coming again, and that
all who have received in His true body and blood
the pledge of Your forgiveness may be restored to
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Response: Amen.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you
peace. 

Response: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PRIVATE COMMUNION SCHEDULE If you’re not comfortable
taking communion in our service today, we are holding small (10
or less) communion groups on Monday, August 3rd.   Every half
hour from 10:30 to noon, and then at 6:30, we’ll host a short
communion service. If you are interested, call the church office to
schedule a slot for you and your family.

LAWN MOWING SCHEDULE If you would like to volunteer to
cut the lawn, please call church (465-6013) for an open week.
Thanks.

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS NEEDED  If you would like to
volunteer to serve the Lord in this way, please contact one of
your pastors. Training will be provided.
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Activities next week:

Monday 10:30-12 noon: Private Communion sessions
6:30: Private Communion session

Tuesday 6:00: Meeting night
Wednesday 6:30: Basic Information class (online)
Thursday 6:30: Worship service
Sunday 7:45 & 9:30  Worship service

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday 6:30 - 17
   Sunday 7:45 - 64
                 9:30 - 26                            Total:107
                                
Offerings $ 4,229.58

CHRIS DRIESBACH IS COMING BACK! Chris Driesbach will
be here on August 13th and 16th to present his praises to our Lord
in song. We invite you to put this special date on your calendars,
and come and listen to a fellow Christian witness how the Lord
has saved him. A free will offering will be taken after each
service. Masks are required for the Sunday 9:30am service that
day.

 BEAN BAG TOSS TOURNAMENT is being organized by the
Evangelism committee for our community outreach efforts on
Sunday, August 30th. Are you interested in helping out? Want to
enter a team? Sign up at bit.ly/messiahbagtoss
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Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team # 3 John Anderegg’s   team

    9:30: Team # 8 Steve Popke’s   team
Cleaning:   Dessart, Francois, G. Van Beaver and K. Haro

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #5 Pete Jindra’s   team

    9:30: Team #10 Ken Rosenthal’s   team
Cleaning: Pearson, Holmes, Deviley, Fischer
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