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Messiah’s Communion Practice

Scripture teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one
another. Communing also declares publicly that we are united
in all our beliefs about Christ. Therefore, Messiah practices
membership communion. We ask that only members of
Messiah or another WELS or ELS church come forward to
receive the Sacrament and publicly declare their agreement
with our statement of faith.

Our Order of Worship
Page 26 in Christian Worship 

Hymns: 250 - 385 - 309 - 331
Psalm: 32, page 78

Today’s message: based on Matthew 13:24-30

“Where Have All the Weeds Come From?”

First Lesson: 2 Samuel 11:26- 12:10, 13-15

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she
mourned for him.  27 After the time of mourning was over, David
had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and
bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the
LORD. 

12 The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him,
he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and
the other poor.  2 The rich man had a very large number of
sheep and cattle,  3 but the poor man had nothing except one
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little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with
him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and
even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 

4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man
refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare
a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took
the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it
for the one who had come to him.” 

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to
Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this
deserves to die!  6 He must pay for that lamb four times over,
because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over
Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.  8 I gave your
master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms.
I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had
been too little, I would have given you even more.  9 Why did
you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his
eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and
took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of
the Ammonites.  10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife
of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the
LORD.” 

Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are
not going to die.  14 But because by doing this you have made
the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to
you will die.” 

15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child
that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and he became ill.

Second Lesson: Galatians 2:11-21

11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face,
because he was clearly in the wrong.  12 Before certain men
came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when
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they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from
the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to
the circumcision group.  13 The other Jews joined him in his
hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led
astray. 

14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of
the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew,
yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then,
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’  16 know
that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in
Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the
law, because by observing the law no one will be justified. 

17 “If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes
evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that
Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!  18 If I rebuild what I
destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker.  19 For through the
law I died to the law so that I might live for God.  20 I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.  21 I do not set aside the
grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the
law, Christ died for nothing!”

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:24-30

24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted
and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t
you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds
come from?’

28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull

them up?’
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29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the
weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow
together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters:
First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned;
then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

Lord God, heavenly Father, God of justice, mercy and
forgiveness, we come before Your heavenly throne. You have
made us worthy of heaven. You planned our salvation. You
fulfilled that plan. You gave us faith to believe in Jesus. All
praise, honor and glory are given to You alone.

On this Independence Day weekend, we praise You for
giving us the gift of religious freedom. May we treasure the
ability to worship You publicly. May we use our freedom of
speech to tell others the truth about sin and grace. May we
use our freedoms to protect those who cannot speak for
themselves. May we show the world our faith by how we help
and protect one another. Heal our country’s divisions with
the power of Your Word.

As we approach Your communion table, we ask You to
bless us with forgiveness of our sins and unity in our hearts.
Come to us with Your body and blood in the bread and
wine. Join us even closer as fellow members of Your family,
rejoicing that You are our Savior. 

Knowing You will answer in the way that is best for our
souls, we bring You our most personal prayers in silence.

(Silent prayer)

Watch over those who are traveling. Keep them safe
and give them refreshing moments as they remain connected
to Your Word. We join in the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us -
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“Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

THANK YOU to Pastor Larry Nast, our guest speaker
today as Pastor Sauer recovers from illness. 

MESSIAH’S LADIES CRAFT GROUP will meet on
Tuesday , July 5th for lunch.  If you are interested and would
like more details , please contact Gail Kowalski at 920-863-
3831.

INSTALLATION OF NEW PASTOR We are invited to
attend the ordination/installation of  WLS graduate David Ticks
as Friedens Lutheran Church in Bonduel’s new pastor on
Sunday July 10th at 3:30 PM. Pastor Tim Glende from St. Peter
in Freedom will be the preacher.

FATHER SON CAMPING The Education Committee
invites you to join us for a camping adventure this summer,
August 26-28 at Twin Bridges Park Campground in Marinette
County. This is a great opportunity for Christian fellowship as
well as enjoyment of God's creation with hiking, biking,
swimming, and fishing. Please contact Karl Krueger
(920-359-1385) so that we can coordinate in reserving a block
of sites - whether you can attend one or both days.

UPDATED JULY CALENDAR is available at the
information center.
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Our Response to God’s Gifts:
Thursday-  32
Sun. early -  63  
Sun. late -  83

Total: 178
Offerings: $ 10,319.28

  Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house
Usher team:   7:45:  Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team
                       9:30:  Team #8 Steve Popke’s team

Serving next week in the Lord’s house 
Usher team 7:45:  Team #9 Chris Dolch’s team
                     9:30:  Team #10 Jeff Rindfleisch’s team

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK:
Tuesday 9:00: Retired Men’s coffee

         12:00: Ladies Group off site
Thursday 6:30: Worship service 
Sunday 7:45: Worship service 

9:30 Worship service
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