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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

Opening Hymn: “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” CW 184

1. O Holy Spirit, enter in
And in our hearts your work begin,
Your dwelling place now make us.
Sun of the soul, O Light divine,
Around and in us brightly shine,
To joy and gladness wake us
That we May be Truly living,
To you giving Prayer unceasing
And in love be still increasing.

1

mailto:office@messiahgb.org
mailto:office@messiahgb.org
mailto:pastorsauer@messiahgb.org
mailto:pastorschultz@messiahgb.org,
mailto:pastorschultz@messiahgb.org,


3. O mighty Rock, O Source of life,
Let your dear Word, in doubt and strife,
In us be strongly burning
That we be faithful unto death
And live in love and holy faith,
From you true wisdom learning.
Your grace And peace On us shower;
By your power Christ confessing,
Let us see our Savior's blessing.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him
and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called Your
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: (sung)
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Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

M: Let us pray.
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day
with Your sevenfold gift of grace. Rekindle in our
hearts the holy fire of Your love that in a true and
living faith we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Father, one God, now and forever.

C: (sung) Amen.

First Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me
out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a
valley; it was full of bones.  2 He led me back and forth
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of
the valley, bones that were very dry.  3 He asked me, “Son of
man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to

them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!  5 This is what
the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath
enter you, and you will come to life.  6 I will attach tendons to
you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin;
I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the
bones came together, bone to bone.  8 I looked, and tendons
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and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but
there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy,
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD
says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into
these slain, that they may live.’”  10 So I prophesied as he
commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life
and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up
and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’  12 Therefore prophesy
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O
my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up
from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  13 Then
you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open
your graves and bring you up from them.  14 I will put my
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own
land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I
have done it, declares the LORD.’”

Second Lesson: Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place.  2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where
they were sitting.  3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  4 All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews
from every nation under heaven.  6 When they heard this
sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because
each one heard them speaking in his own language.  7

Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are
speaking Galileans?  8 Then how is it that each of us hears
them in his own native language?  9 Parthians, Medes and
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
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Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from
Rome  11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and
Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own tongues!”  12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one
another, “What does this mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have
had too much wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice
and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who
live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully
to what I say.  15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose.
It’s only nine in the morning!  16 No, this is what was spoken
by the prophet Joel: 

17 ”‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on
all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out
my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show
wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned
to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the
great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Verse of the Day

Response: (sung)
   Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson: John 14:25-27

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you.  26 But the
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
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name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you.  27 Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be af raid.

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: (sung) Praise be to You, O Christ.

Hymn: “O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God” CW 186

1. O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God,
Revealer of God's holy Word,
You come to us from God's great throne,
From God the Father and the Son,
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God.

3. O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God,
Increase our faith in our dear Lord;
Teach us to know the Father's love
And his dear Son, who reigns above,
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God.

4. O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God,
Lead us to love your sacred Word;
The holy flame of love impart,
That kindness may inspire each heart,
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God.

Today’s message: based on Ezekiel 37:1-14

“The God Who Makes Alive”

Confession of faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Presentation of Offerings

Prayer: 
Dear Holy Spirit, we praise You as the Lord and the

Giver of life. As You were present at the beginning of the
world to shed life on all created things, You have given us
life by the baptism of water with the Word. As You gave a
new life of understanding to the disciples in Your Pentecost
baptism of fire, You have made the light of faith shine in
our hearts to know Jesus as our Lord.

We understand that we cannot by our own thinking or
choosing believe in Jesus Christ our Lord or come to Him on
our own. I believe the Holy Spirit has called me by the
gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and
kept me in the one true faith. Stand by us in the weakness
of our sinful flesh. Grant us a right understanding of the
truths that Jesus taught. Give us strength to endure with
patience whatever afflictions God may send into our lives.
Help us, intercede for us, train us that we may pray to
the Father with boldness and confidence. 

In these gray and last days of the world, strengthen
our feeble hands, steady our weak knees, encourage our
fearful hearts. Remind us of Your Word and promises: “Be
strong; do not fear. Your Lord will come again. He will
come to save you.”
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Lord Jesus, as You are the Good Shepherd, You
know that Your lambs and sheep need under-shepherds.
Thank You for using Martin Luther College and
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to answer that need for
our churches. Bless all the graduates with the zeal to teach
and preach while caring for the souls of those they will be
called to serve. Lord of the church, we ask that You send
out more workers into the ripe harvest fields. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
Silent prayer

We rejoice in the gift of faith the Holy Spirit has given
us. We join in the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us - “Our 
Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.”

Hymn: “Rise, O Light of Gentile Nations” CW 577

1. Rise, O Light of Gentile nations, 
Jesus , bright and Morning Star;
Let your Word, the gladsome tidings, 
Ring out loudly near and far, 
Bringing freedom to the captives, 
Peace and comfort to the slave, 
That the heathen, free from bondage, 
May proclaim your pow’r to save.
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4. Savior, shine in all your glory
On the nations near and far;
From the highways and the by-ways
Call them forth, O Morning Star.
Guide them whom your grace has chosen
Out of Satan’s dreadful thrall
To the mansions of your Father
There is room for sinners all.

Ending prayer:

M: O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit
on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

 

9


