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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

Opening Hymn: “Let All Things Now Living” CW 260

1. Let all things now living  
A song of thanksgiving
To God the creator triumphantly raise,
Who fashioned and made us, 

 Protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us;
His light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night.
Till shadows have vanished 
And darkness is banished, 
As forward we travel from light into light.
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2. His law he enforces;
The stars in their courses
And sun in its orbit obediently shine.
The hills and the mountains, 
The rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.
We, too, should be voicing 
Our love and rejoicing.
With glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living
Unite in thanksgiving;
“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!”

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: God invites us to come into His presence and worship
Him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let
us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive
us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my
thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I
deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us
and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.
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M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use
all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

C: (sung) Lord, have mercy.
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can

separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every
evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: Christ, have mercy
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world

and for those who offer here their worship and praise,
hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us

by your power and keep us in your tender care:
C: Amen

M: Let us pray.
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people
into a single will. Make us love what You command
and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for
the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: (sung) Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 8:26-40
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the

road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.”  27 So he started out, and on his way he met an
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had
gone to Jerusalem to worship,  28 and on his way home was
sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 
29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
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30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man
reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you
are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to
me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He
was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before
the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his
humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the
prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”  35 Then
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him
the good news about Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some
water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why
shouldn’t I be baptized?”  38 And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the
water and Philip baptized him.  39 When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away,
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way
rejoicing.  40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and
traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he
reached Caesarea.

Second Lesson: 1 John 3:18-24
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but

with actions and in truth.  19 This then is how we know that
we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in
his presence  20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God
is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
confidence before God  22 and receive from him anything we
ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases
him.  23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of
his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he
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commanded us.  24 Those who obey his commands live in
him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives
in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

Verse of the Day

Response: (sung)
   Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

These words are words are written that we may      
      believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson: John 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He

cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because of the word I
have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, and I will remain in
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be given you.  8 This is to my Father’s glory,
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: (sung) Praise be to You, O Christ.
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Hymn: “This Is My Will” CW 497

1. “This is my will,  my one command,
That love should dwell among you all.
This is my will, that you should love
As I have shown that I love you.

2. “No greater love can any have
Than that one die to save his friends.
You are my friend if you obey
What I command that you should do.

4. “You chose not me, but I chose you, 
That you should go and bear much fruit.
I chose you out that you in me
Should bear much fruit that will abide.

Today’s message: based on Act 8:26-40

“God’s Word At Work”

Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Presentation of Offerings

Prayer: 

O Lord God, our Maker, Redeemer and Sanctifier, we
come before You with hearts filled with thanks and praise.
We thank You for making us redeemed children of God
through baptism.  You conquered sin and death in our
place when You died on the cross and rose from the grave.
We praise You for the victory that is now ours.

We are grateful that You revealed Yourself to this
world as Savior and Lord.  We thank You that You gave us
witnesses to tell us this wonderful truth.  We thank You
that our parents and grandparents passed on this wonderful
news to us.  This morning we rejoice that five more young
adults will confess You as Savior and Lord. Keep them, and
us, in the saving faith.  Do not allow the treasures and
pleasures of this world to lead us away from You.  Make us
faithful readers and hearers of Your Word.  May we
treasure the gift of Holy Communion by taking it often, as
You have commanded us to do.

O Lord, in Communion You bless us with Your body
and blood.  In, with and under the bread and wine Your
body and blood washes away our sins and strengthens
our faith. We treasure the relationships we celebrate at this
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Supper - with the Lord and with one another. We come to
the Lord’s table with repentant hearts and unity of faith
with our fellow members.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.

Silent prayer
In the name of the One whose work forgives our

every sin and makes us at one with God, we join in the
prayer He taught us - “Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed
be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen.”

The Rite of Confirmation - Sunday 10:15am
(following confirmation, the service continues - )

M: The Lord be with you.
C: (spoken) And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In love He has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing.

He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things
under his feet for the benefit of the Church.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ.  To Him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks
and honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.
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C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my
salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

Words of Institution:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: (sung) Amen  
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God , you take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world; grant us your peace.  Amen.

Distribution:
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Communion Hymn: 
   “God Loved the World So that He Gave” CW391
 
1. God loved the world so that he gave

His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2. Christ is the solid rock of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death.
All who confide in him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
Forgives the sins that you have done.
You're justified by Jesus' blood;
Baptized, you are a child of God.

5.  When you are sick, when death draws near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death--
This is the anchor of my faith!

(After the distribution, please rise and sing -)

C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise, Tell ev’ryone
what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear
his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people
forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia!
Alleluia!

Ending prayer:

M: Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips
which have praised You here may glorify You in the
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world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of
Your Son may long for His coming again, and that all
who have received in His true body and blood the
pledge of Your forgiveness may be restored to live a
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever

C: (sung) Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

Closing Hymn:“Our Lord and God...” CW 599

1. Our Lord and God, oh, bless this day
And hear us, we implore you;
None of your children turn away
Who now appear before you.
We come before your face
And pray: let your rich grace
Descend from heav'n above
In all your wondrous love,
And keep us by your Spirit.

3. And when they leave their childhood home,
When Satan comes alluring,
May their baptismal grace become
A refuge reassuring.
God's covenant is sure;
His promises endure.
They ne'er shall be undone
Who trust in God alone --
God is their mighty Father!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMORIAL GIFTS have been received  in loving
memory  of John Anderegg in the amount of $440. Thank
you!

            RETIRED MEN’S COFFEE HOUR A small group of
retired men have been meeting occasionally for coffee and
fellowship.  Our next gathering is planned for Tuesday, May
4th at 9:00am in the activity hall.  You are welcome to join us!

ALTAR CARE COMMITTEE If you are interested in
helping take care of the altar area (changing paraments,
banners, decorating for festivals, etc.) we’re setting up a
committee to do just that! Just let Pastor Sauer know of your
interest. Thank you.

ROSES will once again be available after services on
Mother’s Day, May 9th in the activity hall. Your donation for
these roses will benefit our Bay Area Life Center.

GUEST SPEAKER NEXT WEEK On Thursday, May
6th and then on Mother’s Day, May 9th Pastor James Mattek,
from WLCFS Christian Family Solutions , will present God’s
Word to us. He will also lead our Bible class that Sunday,
starting at 9:15am. Come join us!

 TEEN GROUP ADVENTURE OUTING Teens, are
you looking to have fun this summer with your friends from
church? We invite you to join us for a trip to Wildman
Adventure on the Peshtigo & Menominee Rivers. Sign up for
a one day or a 3 day/2 night trip – July 6-8. Adventures
include – raft the Menominee & Peshtigo rivers, Zipline,
Paintball and the Alpine High Ropes Course. Cost is
significantly reduced. Sign up at - messiahgb.org – Look
for the tab “Teen Adventure Outing.” 

12

Activities next week:
Monday       10:30: Private communion

6:30:   Private communion
Tuesday 6:00:   Meeting night
Wednesday 7:00:   Adult information class
Thursday 6:30:   Worship 
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service 

9:15:   Adult Bible class and Sunday School

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday   6:30 - 44
   Sunday      7:45 - 87
                     9:30 - 44 Total: 175
                           
Offerings $9,128.87

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #3 Tait Waege’s  team

          10:15: Team #6 Greg Dessart’s  team
Cleaning: J. Dekeyser, M. Krause, Hurkley,

Moldenhauer, Gallistel
Serving next week in the Lord’s house:

Usher team:   7:45: Team #5 Pete Jindra’s  team
          10:15: Team #8 Steve Popke’s team

Cleaning: F. Schultz, Kowaleski, Bitter, Deterville, Zellner
 

13


