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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

Our Order of Worship
Page 38 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 153 - 165 ( v.1-2 & 5-8) - 159
Psalm: 16, please see insert

Today’s message: based on John 20:19-31

“My Lord and My God!”

First Lesson: Acts 5:12, 17-32
12 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and

wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet
together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 

17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were
members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with
jealousy.  18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the
public jail.  19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened
the doors of the jail and brought them out.  20 “Go, stand in the
temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of
this new life.” 

21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had
been told, and began to teach the people. 
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When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called
together the Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of
Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles.  22 But on arriving at
the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back
and reported,  23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the
guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we
found no one inside.”  24 On hearing this report, the captain of
the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled,
wondering what would come of this. 

25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in
jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.”  26 At
that, the captain went with his officers and brought the
apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the
people would stone them. 

27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear
before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest.  28

“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said.
“Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are
determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God
rather than men!  30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from
the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  31

God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior
that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.
 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Second Lesson: Revelation 1:4-18
4 John,  To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and
who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne,  5

and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood,  6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve
his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and
ever! Amen.  7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every
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eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the
peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it be!
Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who
is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and
kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on
the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus.  10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and
I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,  11 which said:
“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me.
And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands,  13 and
among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,”
dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden
sash around his chest.  14 His head and hair were white like
wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  15

His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice
was like the sound of rushing waters.  16 In his right hand he
held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-
edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its
brilliance. 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am
the First and the Last.  18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and
behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of
death and Hades.

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31-31
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!”  20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
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21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has
sent me, I am sending you.”  22 And with that he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.” 

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not
with the disciples when Jesus came.  25 So the other disciples
told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into
his side, I will not believe it.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  27

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you

have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” 

30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  31 But these
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

Lord God, heavenly Father, the earthshaking news of
Your Son’s resurrection gives us a new song to sing. We
rejoice in our living Savior. We are certain that our sins are
paid and eternal life is ours. Keep us believing in this truth
so that we will spend eternity with You.
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Dear Savior, come to us and cause us to remember that
You are alive and risen from the dead. Wash away the doubt
that so often infects our thoughts. Open our mouths to state
the truth that You are risen, You are risen indeed. May our
witness of Your resurrection bring hope and peace to our
neighbors. Strengthen our faith by the power of Your Word.

O Holy Spirit, living God, make Your presence felt in our
nation and in our congregation.  Fan into flame our zeal for
Your mission of salvation. As we live for You, may we also
live for others. Use us to comfort others with the Gospel.
Use us to help those who are hurting, reassure those who
doubt, and encourage those who are struggling. We are Your
witnesses, dear Savior.
 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
                                     Silent prayer

In Jesus’ name we also pray - “Our  Father  in heaven,
hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever.  Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

BAY AREA LIFE CENTER - WHAT’S NEW?
Summer Clothes The center is looking for new or gently used
children’s clothing newborn -5/5T. Most need is girls sizes 24
mo/2T- 5/5T and boys 0-6 months and 3T-5/5T. Donations
need to be clean, current styles as well as free from rips and
stains and can be dropped off in the bin in the church entrance.
 Volunteers Needed The ministry team of the BALC is seeking
volunteers to be friendly faces welcoming guests to the center
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on Wednesdays and Fridays from 2-5PM. We encourage
teams of two volunteers per day. You can sign up as a team or
we can match you with another volunteer. To express interest
in learning more about this opportunity, please go to
bayarealifecenter.com and click on the "How Can I
Help>Volunteer" tab. Thank you for considering serving in this
ministry to those in need in our community!

FATHER SON CAMPING The Education Committee
invites you to join us for a camping adventure this summer,
August 26-28 at Twin Bridges Park Campground in Marinette
County. This is a great opportunity for Christian fellowship as
well as enjoyment of God's creation with hiking, biking,
swimming, and fishing. Please contact Karl Krueger
(920-359-1385) so that we can coordinate in reserving a block
of sites - whether you can attend one or both days.

CONNECT GROUPS Do you have a passion or interest
you’d like to share with others? Or a book or topic of the Bible
you’d like to study? Consider leading a small group. Interest
forms are available in back of church for groups that meet from
May to July. Our motto is “Believe. Be Loved. Belong.”

ART CONTEST Check out the finalists of the Art
Contest in the activity hall and cast your vote. The winning
canvas will be displayed in the Education Wing. Deadline to
vote is May 15.

 COMING UP! Confirmation Sunday is coming next
week on May 1st in our 10:15am service. Come help us
welcome our newest confirmed members as they publicly
declare their faith in the Lord. 
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Our Response to God’s Gifts:
Maundy Thursday- 117
Good Friday- 103
Sunday 7:45 - 129
Sunday 9:15- 196
Sunday 10:45 -          97

Total:   642
Offerings: $8,515.92

Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house
Usher team:   7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’s team

          10:15: Team #8 Steve Popke’s team
Cleaning: Buresh, Waege, Danielske

Serving next week in the Lord’s house 
Usher team:   7:45:  Team # 9 Chris Dolch’s team
                    10:15:  Team #10 Jeff Rindfleisch’s team
Cleaning: D. Schmidt, G.DeKeyser, N. DeKeyser, Cortes, 

Van Pay

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK:

Tuesday 2:00 Ladies craft group
Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class

6:30: Budget Sub-committee
Thursday 6:30 Worship w/Communion
Sunday 7:45: Worship service w/Communion

9:00: Sunday School
9:15 Bible class

         10:15: Worship service w/Communion
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