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Messiah’s Communion Practice

Scripture teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one
another. Communing also declares publicly that we are united
in all our beliefs about Christ. Therefore, Messiah practices
membership communion. We ask that only members of
Messiah or another WELS or ELS church come forward to
receive the Sacrament and publicly declare their agreement
with our statement of faith.

Our Order of Worship
Page 26 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 391- 528 - 386 - 316
Psalm: 73, page 94

Today’s message: based on Philippians 3:8-14

“FAITH’S PASSION FOR CHRIST”
I. Comes from Him

II. Moves us to strive to be like Him

First Lesson: Isaiah 43:16-21
    16 This is what the LORD says— he who made a way through
the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the
chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed
out like a wick: 18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the
past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in
the wasteland. 20 The wild animals honor me, the jackals and
the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in
the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21 the
people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.
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Second Lesson: Philippians 3:8-14
8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the

surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that
I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes
from God and is by faith.  10 I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 and so, somehow,
to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

   12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already
been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which
Christ Jesus took hold of me.  13 Brothers, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 20:9-19
9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a

vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away for a long
time.  10 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they
would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the
tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  11 He sent
another servant, but that one also they beat and treated
shamefully and sent away empty-handed.  12 He sent still a
third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will
send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’ 

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over.
‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance
will be ours.’  15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him. 

2

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?  16 He
will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to
others.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “May this never be!” 
17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the

meaning of that which is written: 
”‘The stone the builders rejected 

has become the capstone’?  18 Everyone who falls on that
stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it
falls will be crushed.” 

19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to
arrest him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this
parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we come before You
this morning with our hearts filled with thanks and praise. We
know You hear our prayers and answer them in the way
that is best for our souls.  You have constantly been our
strength and shield as we battle sin. For Your support and
guidance, we sincerely thank You.

We know, O Lord, that we are far from being perfect.
Yet we press on toward the goal of heaven which Jesus has
won for us. Help us avoid the pitfalls and potholes of
temptation. Continue to cover us with the perfection of Jesus
Christ, Who has done all things perfectly and credited them to
us by the faith You have given us. Reassure us of our
forgiveness and move us to live for You.  May we
consistently grow to be more like You - loving, kind and humble
in all things. Trusting in You, we walk into the future
knowing You will be there with us. 

As we approach Your table here in Your house, bless us
with the body and blood of Jesus along with the bread and
wine we receive. Cleanse us of every sin and give us the
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strength to live for You.  Bind us closer together as members
of Your family, and help us love one another as You have
loved us. 

We now come with our most private and personal
prayers.

(Silent prayer)

Be with the lonely. Heal the hurting. Grant peace to our
world and watch over those suffering in any way. In our
Savior’s name we now pray -“Our  Father  in heaven,
hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever.  Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

ALTAR FLOWERS are placed in loving memory of John
Anderegg’s first anniversary in heaven by his wife Mary Ann.
We look forward to a joyful reunion on the Last Day.

MEMORIAL GIFT of $125 was received from the family
of Leonard Paplham. We thank you for your generosity.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE will be hosted by Messiah
on Monday, April 4th starting at 12 noon. If you care to help
your neighbors in this way, please place this on your calendar. 

YOUTH RALLY FUNDRAISER Everyone is invited to
participate in a cheesecake fundraiser to help the teens of
Messiah get to the Youth Rally in Knoxville, TN this summer. If
you do not want to purchase a cheesecake, drop a donation
into the offering plate or online marked “Youth Rally.” Forms for
the cheesecake fundraiser are located in the activity hall. Cost
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of the cheesecake is $40 or $45 depending on flavors chosen
(Berry, Oreo, Salted Caramel or NY Style). Deadline to submit
a form is April 10th. Thank you for supporting our teens!

FAMILY EASTER EVENT Messiah is holding a family
Easter event on Saturday, April 9th from 9 to 11 am. Our
evangelism team asks that you consider working this event by
serving with a team of people on crafts, egg hunt, etc. Sign up
online at bit.ly/messiahfamilyeaster or in the Activity Hall.
Thank you for serving!

THRIVENT MEMBERS NEEDED Are you a Thrivent
member? If so, you are allowed to donate up to $500 a year to
charitable activities at church through a program called
Thrivent Action Teams. Please contact the office to work with
our Evangelism team in assisting with our outreach efforts, like
our Family Easter Event. Your help is greatly appreciated!

DISTRICT DELEGATE NEEDED This summer our
Northern Wisconsin District of the WELS will hold a 3 day
convention June 14-16. Each congregation is asked to send a
male delegate to this convention. If you are over 18 and would
like to volunteer to serve in this way, please contact Pastor
Sauer at your earliest convenience. Thank you! 

VIDEO OPERATORS NEEDED As we integrate our
monitors into our worship services, we are in need of
volunteers (13 years and older) to operate them. If you are
interested in volunteering (or just want to find out how easy it
is) please talk with either pastor and we’ll get you up to speed.
Also, please note that the monitors won’t be used if we don’t
have an operator to advance the slides. Thank you.

CONNECT GROUPS Do you have a passion or interest
you’d like to share with others? Or a book or topic of the Bible
you’d like to study? Consider leading a small group. Interest
forms are available in back of church for groups that meet from
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Our Response to God’s Gifts:
Wednesday-   51 
Sun. early -   87
Sun. late - 105

Total: 243
Offerings: $ 5,814.73

May to July. Our motto is “Believe. Be Loved. Belong.”

Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house
Usher team:   7:45:  Team # 1 Gary DeKeyser’s team
                    10:15:  Team # 2 Doug Voigt’s team
Cleaning: T. Wessel. Andres, P. Wessel, Dantoin, R. Wessel ,
Ploor

Serving next week in the Lord’s house 
Usher team:   7:45:  Team #3 Tait Waege’s team
                    10:15:  Team #4 Rob Zeratsky’s team
Cleaning: Bartel’s, Boehler, Boltz, Bomski, Bougie

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK:
Monday 12:00 - 5:00 Red Cross Blood drive

6:30: Adult information class
Tuesday 9:00: Retired men’s coffee hour

9:30: Pastors’ circuit meeting
Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class

6:30: Worship service 
Saturday 9:00: Family Easter event
Sunday 7:45: Worship service 

9:00: Sunday School
9:15: Bible study

         10:15: Worship service
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