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Opening Hymn:
“How Can I Thank You, Lord” - CW 460

1. How can I thank you, Lord, 
For all your loving-kindness,
That you have patiently 
Borne with me in my blindness!
When dead in many sins  
And trespasses I lay,
I kindled, holy God,  
Your anger ev'ry day.

4. Grant that your Spirit's help 
To me be always given
Lest I should fall again  
And lose the way to heaven.
Grant that he give me strength 
In my infirmity;
May he renew my heart 
To serve you willingly.

M: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our
Lord walked the path of suffering which led Him to the cross
for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to
intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all
that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the
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struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s
forgiveness and the power of His Spirit to amend our lives
continue with us because of His love for us in Jesus our
Savior.

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of
giving peace and new life. In the absolution, we receive
forgiveness as from God Himself. This absolution we should
not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven
before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by
the command of our Lord. 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called
to love one another, to be servants to each other, as Jesus
became our servant. 

In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body
participate most intimately in His love. Remembering our
Lord’s Last Supper with His disciples, we eat the bread and
drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s
gift of His body and blood for forgiveness and participate in
that new covenant that makes us one with Him and one
another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great
banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord
returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God
and each other.

Confession and Absolution

M: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for His
forgiveness.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, 
I confess to you that I have not loved You with all
my heart. 
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In what I have done and left undone, 
I have pursued my ways instead of Your ways. 
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as
myself. 
For this I deserve Your punishment both now and
in eternity.
I am truly sorry for my sins.  I repent of them.
I beg for Your mercy, O Lord.

(Silence for meditation)

M: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered
and died for us.

C: Cleanse me from my sins.   Remove my guilt.
Grant me Your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has
sent His Son to die for all. For His sake, God forgives
our sins and calls us from darkness to His marvelous
light. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled
us to God and has promised us the power to forgive
and love each other. Relying on His promise,
therefore, be reconciled with one another. 

M and C: May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts,
in our words, and in our actions.
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M: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion You give us your true body and blood as
a remembrance of Your suffering and death on the
cross. Grant us so firmly to believe Your words and
promise that we may always partake of this
Sacrament to our eternal good, for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Harmony of the Gospels:

M: Here ends our Passion reading.
   
Verse of the Day - (spoken together)

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Hymn: “Twas On That Dark, That Doleful Night” CW - 136

1. 'Twas on that dark, that doleful night
When pow'rs of earth and hell arose
Against the Son, our God's delight,
And friends betrayed him to his foes.

5. Jesus, your feast we celebrate;
We show your death; we sing your name
Till you return and we shall eat
The marriage supper of the Lamb.

Sermon Text: based on Exodus 12:1-14

“The Sacrifice of the Lamb”
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Presentation of the Offering
(After the offering, please rise for the litany)

The Litany 

M: Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses nor the
offenses of our forebears. Spare us, good Lord; spare
your people, whom you have redeemed with your
precious blood.

C: Spare us, good Lord.
M: From all spiritual blindness; from pride, vainglory, and

hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all
lack of charity,

C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: From all deadly sin and from the deceits of the world,

the flesh, and the devil,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from

hardness of heart and contempt for your Word and
your will,

C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: By your bloody sweat and bitter grief, by your cross

and suffering, and by your precious death and burial,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: By your mighty resurrection, by your glorious

ascension, and by the coming of the Holy Spirit,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: In our times of trouble, in our times of prosperity, in

the hour of death, and on the day of judgment,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: Give us hearts to love and revere you, that we may

diligently live according to your commandments.
C: Hear us, good Lord.
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M: Strengthen those who stand firm in the faith,
encourage the fainthearted, raise up those who fall,
and finally give us the victory.

C: Hear us, good Lord.
M: Enlighten with your Spirit all who teach and all who

learn.
C: Hear us, good Lord.
M: Heal those who are sick in body or mind, and give

skill and compassion to all who care for them.
C: Hear us, good Lord.
M: Grant us true repentance, forgive our sins, and

strengthen us by your Holy Spirit to amend our lives
according to your Holy Word.  
In Jesus’ name  we also join in praying - “Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and forever.  Amen.” 

M: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time
with one accord to make our common supplication to
you, and you have promised through your beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in
his name, you will be with them. Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us,
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth and
in the ages to come, life everlasting. 

C: Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT

Words of Institution:
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed,

took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke
it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always

.
C: (sung) Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of
the world; grant us your peace. Amen.

Hymn:   “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” CW 312

1. Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared
This feast for our salvation;
It is your body and your blood,
And at your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed,
We come to you for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.
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2. Although you did to heav'n ascend,
Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in your presence they behold
Your glory, all excelling,
And though your people shall not see
Your glory and your majesty
Till dawns the judgment morning,

3. Yet, Savior, you are not confined
To any habitation,
But you are present ev'rywhere
And with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand,
Unmoved by any daring hand
Or subtle craft and cunning.

4. We eat this bread and drink this cup,
Your precious Word believing
That your true body and your blood
Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true,
And there is naught you cannot do,
For you, Lord, are almighty.

(After the last communicant is served and the
elements are covered, we proceed to the stripping

of the altar.)
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

After the Last Supper, less than 24 hours remained in
the  life of our Lord before His death.  Events now moved
rapidly:

His prayer in Gethsemane
His betrayal by Judas

His arrest, fixed “trial”, painful beating
His walk to Golgotha

His crucifixion
As His life was stripped from Him, so we strip our altar

of the signs of life to symbolize His purposeful, redemptive
suffering and death for us.

(Flowers are removed)

Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.  Whoever
follows me will have the light of life and will never walk in
darkness.”  The events of Golgotha snuffed out the life of
Christ, the Light of the world.  As even creation was dark when
He suffered, so we extinguish our candles and remove them.

(Candles are extinguished and altar candles removed)

Our offerings represent one way of serving God and
others.  They reflect God’s greatest offering to the world and
to us in sending His Son, Jesus, in human form.  As the
offered body of Jesus was removed from sight in burial, so we
remove our offerings.

(Offering plates are removed)

The missal stand holds our worship books that guide
our worship life together as we sing praises to our God.  As
Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard.  As these sounds
of joy are removed from our lips, we remove the missal stand.

(Missal stand and service books are removed)
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Jesus’ offered body and His shed blood have been
given to us in, with and under the bread and wine in this gift of
Communion.  As He was removed from us in the grave, so we
remove the elements and vessels of this Sacrament.

(Communion ware removed)

Our altar is in the form of a table.  It is here where our
Lord Jesus serves us as both host and meal at His banquet
feast.  The coverings and paraments are made of fine linen
and brocade; materials appropriate for feasting with our King. 
As our King’s body was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar is
stripped of its coverings.  

(Altar cloths and paraments are removed)

(After the stripping of the altar has been completed,
all may leave the worship area silently.)
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Worship Schedule

GOOD FRIDAY
12:30pm  Reflection

6:30 pm Vesper Service

EASTER SUNDAY
7:45am Worship w/Communion
9:15am Worship w/Communion
10:45am Worship w/Communion
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