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Messiah’s Mission Statement
"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran

Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him
and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called Your
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: (sung)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be
punished for our evil deeds. But we ask You
graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us
with Your salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Lesson: Numbers 21:4-9 

4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red
Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on
the way;  5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and
said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest
this miserable food!” 

6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them;
they bit the people and many Israelites died.  7 The people
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came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke
against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will
take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on
a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.”  9 So
Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then
when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the
bronze snake, he lived.

Second Lesson: Ephesians 2:4-10

     4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy,  5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  6

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in
the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7 in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  8 For
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9 not by works, so
that no one can boast.  10 For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

Verse of the Day

Gospel Lesson: John 3:14-21

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the
Son of Man must be lifted up,  15 that everyone who believes
in him may have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son into the
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world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and
only Son.  19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the
world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil.  20 Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed.  21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done
has been done through God.”

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: (sung) Praise be to You, O Christ.

Hymn: “God Loved the World So that He Gave.” CW 391

1. God loved the world so that he gave
His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2. Christ is the solid rock of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death.
All who confide in him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

Today’s message: based on Numbers 21:4-9

“FAITH MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE!”
I. Faith causes us to confess
II. Faith brings us forgiveness
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Confession of faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Responsive Prayer: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, You are the Light of our
lives and the hope of our salvation. With You as our God
we have nothing to fear.  You protect us from evil and are
the source of true joy and happiness. We bring to You
today our songs of praise. 

Dear Savior, open our eyes to see Your hand in every
event of life. Move us to honor You in all areas of our
lives. It is in love that You show us Your Law, so that we
turn to You in repentance and faith. We believe that You
have saved us by Your life and death. May we give honor,
praise and thanks to You, our Savior from sin. 

Oh Holy Spirit, continue to grow us in our faith. Grow
us in repentance, confession and thankfulness for
Christ. May we always trust in You, and not in our own
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actions or righteousness. Keep us from thinking You are
short-changing us in the basics of life.  You have given
us every good thing we have, and bless us with more than
we need. May we always remember Your goodness and
love.

Knowing You will hear and answer in the way that is
best for our souls, we bring You our personal requests.

(Silent prayer)

Break the solitude of the lonely, and comfort them
with Your presence through the Word. In Jesus’ name we
now join in the prayer He taught us - “Our  Father  in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.”

Ending prayer:

M: O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit
on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

DIVINE CALL RECEIVED Pastor Schultz received a
divine call to serve as Associate Pastor at Trinity, Jenera,
OH. Please keep Pastor and his family and the
congregations in your prayers as he prayerfully deliberates
where best to serve.

LAWN CARE SECTION AVAILABLE If you’d like to
take care of one of our outside landscape sections rather
than clean inside, we have two that are available. Please
contact Pastor Sauer if you are interested. He’ll give you
more information. Thanks! 

EASTER LILIES You can sign up to donate an
Easter lily for our Easter worship services. The cost is $8.00
and you can sign up on the sheet on our secretary’s desk.
After our Easter services, you can take them home and
enjoy them with your family. Thank you!

BIBLE CLASS TODAY We continue our study of
“Prayer” at 9:15am in the sanctuary. We invite you to join us
in person or online.  If you would like the lessons emailed to
you, contact Pastor Sauer at pastorsauer@messiahgb.org.
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Activities next week:
Wednesday 5:15:   Confirmation class

6:30:   Lenten worship
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service

w/Communion
9:15:   Adult Bible class and Sunday School

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Wednesday    6:30 - 40
   Sunday           7:45 - 76
                         10:15 - 71  Total: 187
                           
Offerings $8,842.77

NEW FUND ESTABLISHED Messiah’s voters have
established a “Technology in Worship” fund targeted to tech
enhancements in our worship area (screens, camera, etc).
No firm plans have been set, but if you would like to donate
towards this effort, just write “Technology Fund” on your
envelope or make a note of it in your online giving.

THE BAY AREA LIFE CENTER will be holding its
annual meeting to elect a new governing board on Saturday
April 10th at 11 am. The meeting will be held at First
Lutheran Church. Members of all Bay Area WELS and ELS
congregations are welcome to attend.

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS will be held on
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm beginning March 31st.
Whether you’re interested in taking a refresher class or
learning more about what the Bible teaches, all are invited.
Contact one of the pastors to sign up.
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     Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #9 Chris Dolch’s team

10:15: Team # 2 Doug Voigt’s team
Cleaning: Andres, P. Wessel, C. Dantoin, T. Wessel, 

Ploor

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #1 Gary Dekeyser’s  team

          10:15: Team # 4 Rob Zeratsky’s  team
Cleaning: J. Rindfleisch, J. Demmin, J. Bethke,

Bogenschneider, C. Coffelt
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