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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church,
desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and reach out to the
unchurched in and around the Bellevue area, so that all may believe
in Christ and receive the gift of eternal  life."

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my thoughts,
words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to
do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
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Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority,
I forgive you all  your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit..

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C: (sung)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

M: Let us pray.
Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within
and around us, and our ancient foe tempts us with his
deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in Your
Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

First Lesson:  Genesis 22:1-18

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you

love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.
He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he
had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place
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God had told him about.  4 On the third day Abraham looked up and
saw the place in the distance.  5 He said to his servants, “Stay here
with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship
and then we will come back to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the
two of them went on together,  7 Isaac spoke up and said to his
father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb

for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the

burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham

built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  10 Then he
reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  11 But the
angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to

him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld
from me your son, your only son.” 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught
by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a
burnt offering instead of his son.  14 So Abraham called that place
The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain
of the LORD it will be provided.” 

5 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a
second time  16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
that because you have done this and have not withheld your son,
your only son,  17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants
as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies,  18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will
be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”
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Second Lesson: Romans 8:31-39

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us,
who can be against us?  32 He who did not spare his own Son, but
gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things?  33 Who will bring any charge against
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  34 Who is he
that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was
raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for
us.  35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword?  36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor
any powers,  39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Verse of the Day

     (During the season of Lent, the Christian church has traditionally
omitted the “Alleluia”, as we focus on the suffering of Jesus. We
look forward to Easter when once again our alleluias will ring out!)

Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:12-15
12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert,  13 and he was in

the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild
animals, and angels attended him. 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God.  15 “The time has come,” he
said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good
news!”
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Hymn: “I Walk in Danger All the Way” CW 431

1.  I walk in danger all the way; The thought shall never leave me
     That Satan, who has marked his prey, Is plotting to deceive me.
     This foe with hidden snares May seize me unawares
     If e'er I fail to watch and pray; I walk in danger all the way.

5.   I walk with Jesus all the way;  His guidance never fails me.
     He takes my ev'ry fear away  When Satan's pow'r assails me,
     And, by his footsteps led,  My path I safely tread.
     In spite of ills that threaten may,  I walk with Jesus all the way.

Today’s message: Genesis 22:1-18

“The Lord Provides”

Confession of faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayer:

Gracious Lord, Father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we bring You
our heartfelt prayers and praise.  For Your forgiveness and for
always hearing and answering all our prayers, we thank You.

As Abraham passed the test when You challenged him to offer up
his son, give us strength to be willing to sacrifice for the expansion
of Your kingdom.  As Your Son Jesus Christ overcame the
temptations of Satan in the wilderness, give us the power to
overcome him in our daily lives.  As You sent Your angels to serve
Jesus, send them to protect us.  May the Holy Spirit give us a full
measure of His strength and power, so that we may overcome every
temptation that Satan sends our way.  In every difficulty in life, may
nothing separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus.  Help us to be
more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

O Lord, calm the passions and desires of this sinful world.  Bring
peace to the nations of this earth, so that they might learn of You
and believe in Jesus. Open doors for us to walk through so that we
might tell the world of Your grand design - to save us through the
work of Your Son. Bring Your chosen ones into Your family, O Lord.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
Silent prayer

Give us patience as we wait for the completion of our
salvation.  With patient hearts, we join in the prayer Jesus taught us
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- “Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give
us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and forever.  Amen.”

 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
love He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.

He made His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ.  To Him who sits
on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

Words of Institution:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Distribution:
(During the distribution, the following communion hymn will

be played softly. Please read and ponder the words of the hymn as
you wait to receive communion or after you have returned from the
Lord’s table.)
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Communion Hymn: “In Christ Alone” CWS 752

 1.  Is Christ alone my hope is found.  
     He is my light , my strength, my song;
     This cornerstone, this solid ground,
     Firm trough the fiercest drought and storm.
     What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
     When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
     My Comforter, my all in alll, 
     Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2.   In Christ alone– who took on flesh,
     Fullness of God in helpless babe.
     This gift of love and righteousness, 
     Scorned by the ones he came to save.
     Till on that cross, as Jesus died, 
     The wrath of God was satisfied;
     For ev’ry sin on him was laid.
     Here in the depth of Christ I live.

3.  There in the ground his body lay, 
     Light of the world by darkness slain;
     Then bursting forth in glorious day
     Up from the grave he rose again!
     And as he stands in victory, 
     Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
     For I am his and he is mine – 
     Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4.  No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
     This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
     From life’s first cry to final breath, 
     Jesus commands my destiny.
     No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man
     Can ever pluck me from his hand;
     Till he returns or calls me home, 
     Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.
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Ending prayer:

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving
kindness You sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank
You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace
in this sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us
but will rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit so that
we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another, and serve the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless
and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

LENTEN BIBLE READING On our information center at the
church entrance you’ll find a “Daily Bible Reading Plan for Lent
2021". It’s a list of short readings (less than 5 minutes) for each day
of Lent that will help prepare you to celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord. Pick one up!

MEDITATIONS for the next quarter are available on our
information center. Please pick one up today.

NEW BIBLE CLASS STARTS TODAY We begin our study of
“Prayer” at 9:15am in the sanctuary. We invite you to join us in
person or online. Sessions are recorded and can be viewed at any
time. If you would like the lessons emailed to you, please contact
Pastor Sauer at pastorsauer@messiahgb.org and they will be sent
a few days before the next lesson.                  
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Activities next week:
Monday 10:30-11:30 and 6:30 pm Private Communion
Wednesday 5:15:   Confirmation class
 6:30:   Lenten worship service
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service 

9:15:   Adult Bible class and Sunday school

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday   6:30 - 29
   Sunday      7:45 - 49
                     9:30 - 45 Total: 123
                           
Offerings $12,447.06

NEW FUND ESTABLISHED Messiah’s voters have established a
“Technology in Worship” fund targeted to tech enhancements in our
worship area (screens, camera, etc). No firm plans have been set,
but if you would like to donate towards this effort, just write
“Technology Fund” on your envelope or make a note of it in your
online giving.

SNOW SHOVELING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE Do you need
help shoveling? A member has volunteered to help those with a
need. Contact Wes at 920-301-9571.
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Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #3 Tait Waege’s team

10:15: Team #6 Greg Dessart’s team
Cleaning: Zehren, Wied, Willkomm, R. Petersen

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team #5 Pete Jindra’s  team

          10:15: Team #8 Steve Popke’s  team
Cleaning: D. Allison, T. Allison, J. Alverson, Armijo, B. Boehler
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