
MESSIAH  EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Celebrating the Messiah for 25 years”

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Volume 28      January 21 & 24, 2021 Number 4

Church office:    465-6013   office@messiahgb.org
Pastor Sauer:    884-7801   pastorsauer@messiahgb.org  
Pastor Schultz:  784-4728   pastorschultz@messiahgb.org

Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him
and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called Your
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your
kingdom and to teach with authority. Anoint us with
the power of Your Spirit that we, too, may bring good
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and
proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Lesson: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 
2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the
message I give you.” 

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city—a visit
required three days.  4 On the first day, Jonah started into the
city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be

2

overturned.”  5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared a
fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on
sackcloth.  10 When God saw what they did and how they
turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not
bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

   29 What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now
on those who have wives should live as if they had none;  30

those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy,
as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were
not theirs to keep;  31 those who use the things of the world,
as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form
is passing away.

Verse of the Day

Response: (sung)
   Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

These words are words are written that we may      
      believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:14-20

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God.  15 “The time has come,”
he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe
the good news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for
they were fishermen.  17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and
I will make you fishers of men.”  18 At once they left their nets
and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he
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saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat,
preparing their nets.  20 Without delay he called them, and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men
and followed him.
 
Hymn: “I Hear the Savior Calling” CW 560

1.    I hear the Savior calling!  The gospel comes to me.
       My eyes once closed in blindness  Are open now to see
       That I myself was helpless To live eternally,
       But, dying, Christ did save me, And now he calls for me!

5.    I hear the Savior calling!  His call has urgency!
       Each moment souls are dying; Soon comes eternity.
       And so, my precious Savior, This is my humble plea:
       Prepare me for my mission For you are calling me! 

Today’s message: based on Jonah 3:1-5, 10

“Jonah: The Unwilling Missionary”

Confession of faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer: 

Dear Father in heaven, with Your gift of a Savior You
restored hope for our fallen world and brought glory to Your
name. We thank You for the good news that You have
reconciled the world to Yourself through Your Son. Be with
us as You give us opportunities to proclaim Your glorious
name of salvation in Jesus Christ our Savior.

O Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise You for offering
Yourself as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all. On the
cross You declared the sacrifice for sins completed. At the
open tomb, You assured the world that sinners are
reconciled to God. Be with us as You have promised, so that
we may be bold and confident witnesses to our family
members and friends.

Holy Spirit, blessed Counselor, use Your Word of
truth and power to break down the barriers to our witness,
including fallen mankind’s natural hatred for God and
Satan’s wicked work among us. Empower us by Your
gospel, and encourage us to be faithful, fervent witnesses to
the people among whom we live and work.

Hear us as we pray for a family member, a friend, or
for others who do not yet believe in You.

Silent prayer

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, send us by the power of
Your Word into the mission fields beyond the walls of our
church. Give us hearing ears and seeing eyes that seize the
opportunities You set before us to be Your witnesses. Guide
us, strengthen us, and bless us as we declare Christ to our
world. We join in praying - “Our  Father  in heaven,
hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will
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be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever.  Amen.”

Ending prayer:

M: O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit
on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

OFFERING STATEMENTS are ready for pickup in the
activity hall. Please take yours today. Thank you.

 SIGN UP FOR CLEANING! Now’s the time to reserve
your favorite week for cleaning. Please check the list in the
activity hall and choose the week to serve here in the Lord’s
house. Your efforts are truly appreciated, as they show
others how much we value this building that the Lord has
given to us. 
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OUR SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY continues on Sundays at
9:15am. Come join us in person or online as we continue to
study “Fruit of the Spirit”. If you would like copies of the
lessons emailed to you, please email to
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL is held on Sundays from 9:15 to 9:45
am and meets in the activity hall. We will split up lower
grades and upper grades. Teen group (8-12th grade) will
meet in the teen room. Register now at messiahgb.org/SS-
registration.

MUSICALLY BLESSED? We are looking for volunteers
within the church who would like to share their musical
talents with the congregation, whether that be vocally or
instrumentally. If you are interested please contact Katie
Christensen at 920-217-6762 or email at
Kaitlyn.christensen95@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Due to family circumstances and
health, we are currently in need of volunteers to serve the
Lord here at Messiah as Thursday evening and early service
ushers and communion set up teams. If you are interested in
serving, please contact Pastor at 465-6013 or
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org. Thanks!

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS AND VIDEO EDITORS
NEEDED  If you would like to volunteer to serve the Lord in
this way, please contact one of your pastors. Training will be
provided for the camera. If you have the skills to format
video clips of choirs for our worship service, please contact
us!
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Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday   6:30 - 24
   Sunday      7:45 - 60
                     10:15 - 45      Total: 129
                           
Offerings $10,137.03

Activities next week:
Monday 6:00:    Adult information class
Wednesday 5:30:   Confirmation class
Thursday 6:30:   Worship 
Friday 4:00: Wedding rehearsal
Saturday 3:00: Sauer- Kramer wedding
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service

9:15:   Adult Bible class and Sunday School

SIGN UP FOR TEXTING We have recently added text
messaging as a means of communication. If you have not
received an email to “opt-in” to text messaging, please
contact the church office. You only need to sign up once.
We aim to keep text frequency to 1-2/week.

MESSIAH NIGHT AT TITLETOWN will be held on
Sunday, February 21, from 2-5 pm. To register - 1. Fill out a
form in the activity hall; 2. Pay for tubing or skating or skate
rental ($5 each activity); 3. Complete a waiver online. Masks
are required this year at all Titletown outdoor areas.
Questions? Contact Pastor Schultz.
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Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #5 Pete Jindra’s team

10:15: Team # 8 Steve Popke’s team
Cleaning: Worthen, Van Daalwyck, Vandertie, D. VanPay

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team # 7 Dave Maccoux’s team

          10:15: Team # 10 Ken Rosenthal’s  team
Cleaning: VanBeaver, VanBeaver, J. VanPay,

Vanidestine and R. Voigt
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