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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: We are in the presence of God, who has created us
to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him
and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against You and do not deserve to be called Your
child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: (spoken)

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in Him.

M: Let us pray.
Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made
known to the nations Your one and only Son. Guide
us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last
to the perfect joy of Your heavenly glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Lesson:  Isaiah 49:1-6

Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the LORD called me; from my birth he has
made mention of my name. 2 He made my mouth like a
sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he
made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his
quiver. 3 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom
I will display my splendor.” 4 But I said, “I have labored to no
purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing.
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Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is
with my God.”  5 And now the LORD says— he who formed
me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of
the LORD and my God has been my strength— 6 he says: “It
is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the
tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I
will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring
my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

Second Lesson: Acts 16:25-34

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to
them.  26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that
the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the
prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose.
 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself
because he thought the prisoners had escaped.  28 But Paul
shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling
before Paul and Silas.  30 He then brought them out and
asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved—you and your household.”  32 Then they spoke the word
of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.  33 At that
hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds;
then immediately he and all his family were baptized.  34 The
jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them;
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in
God—he and his whole family.

Verse of the Day
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Response: (sung)
   Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

These words are words are written that we may      
      believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia! Alleluia ! Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:4-11
 
4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins.  5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River.  6 John wore clothing
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7 And this was his
message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the
thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie.  8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.” 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan.  10 As Jesus was coming up out
of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove.  11 And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well
pleased.”

Hymn: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” CW 2

1.  Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to you we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the Magi from afar,
Branch of royal David's stem,
In your birth at Bethlehem.
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in man made manifest.
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2. Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme,
And at Cana, Wedding Guest,
In your Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow'r divine,
Changing water into wine.
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in man made manifest.

Today’s message: based on Mark 1:4-11

“THE EVIDENCE IS OVERWHELMING”
I. The testimony of John the Baptist

II. The testimony of God Himself

Confession of faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer: 

Dear heavenly Father, in the darkness of this world’s
spiritual night, You gave us the Light of the world, Jesus
Christ the Savior of all. For this revelation of Your glory, we
give You our humble thanks. For making it abundantly clear
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that He is the Messiah, long promised to Your people, praise
You. Now we know for certain that He is Your Son sent to
redeem us from sin, death and the power of the devil.

We confess, O Lord, that we have no righteousness
of our own. We are truly thankful that in our baptism You
have given us free and full forgiveness for all our sin. Of all
the gifts that You have given to us, this is the one that we
treasure most of all. You have made us Your redeemed and
heavenbound children by the power of the Holy Spirit.

As You anointed Your Son with the Holy Spirit, we
ask You to bless us with even more of Your strength. May
we use Your Word to tell others about Your love. May we
show our faith by how we care for others. May our lives be
shining examples of Your love.

Knowing You will hear and answer in the way that is
best for our souls, we bring You our personal requests.

(Silent prayer)

Help us to always treasure our Savior and the gift of
faith that You have given to us. In Jesus’ name we now join
in the prayer He taught us - “Our  Father  in heaven,
hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will
be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever.  Amen.”

Ending prayer:

M: O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit
on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
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and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another, and serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

OUR OPEN FORUM/VOTER’S MEETING will take place
next week Sunday (Jan. 17th)  between services starting at
9:00am in the sanctuary. Our annual report from all
committees will be available for your information. We will
also elect new council members to serve us here at
Messiah. The slate is - Vice president, Fonda Fischer;
Secretary, Bob Corsten and Jim Prochnow; Evangelism,
Derf Reese and Jordan Lorenz. Please make plans to
attend! 

OUR SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY continues on Sundays at
9:00am. Come join us in person or online as we continue to
study “Fruit of the Spirit”. If you would like copies of the
lessons emailed to you, please email to
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org.

DAILY BIBLE READING JOURNALS are available now in
the activity hall. This is a 3-year Bible reading plan. God
bless your growth in God’s Word! Alternate Bible reading
programs are available on request. Just ask a pastor!
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DAILY BIBLE READING JOURNAL GROUP As you
study through God’s Word, you might have questions or
have a desire to interact with others. We invite you to join
our online group or ask questions. Join the group at
Facebook.com/MessiahGB and look for the pinned post, or
send an email with your questions to -
pastorschultz@messiahgb.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL will start up again today at 9:15. We
will meet on Sundays from 9:15 to 9:45 am in the activity
hall. We will split up lower grades and upper grades. Teen
group (8-12th   grade) will meet in the teen room. Register
now at messiahgb.org/SundaySchool.

MUSICALLY BLESSED? We are looking for volunteers
within the church who would like to share their musical
talents with the congregation, whether that be vocally or
instrumentally. If you are interested please contact Katie
Christensen at 920-217-6762 or email at
Kaitlyn.christensen95@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Due to family circumstances and
health, we are currently in need of volunteers to serve the
Lord here at Messiah on our Elders committee, early service
usher and communion set up teams. If you are interested in
serving, please contact Pastor at 465-6013 or
pastorsauer@messiahgb.org. Thanks!

VIDEO CAMERA OPERATORS AND VIDEO EDITORS
NEEDED  If you would like to volunteer to serve the Lord in
this way, please contact one of your pastors. Training will be
provided for the camera. If you have the skills to format
video clips of choirs for our worship service, please contact
us!
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Activities next week:
Monday 6:00:    Adult information class
Wednesday 5:30:   Confirmation class
Thursday 6:30:   Worship w/Communion

7:30:   Church council
Sunday 7:45 & 10:15:  Worship service

w/Communion
9:00: Open Forum/Voter’s Meeting
9:15:   Sunday School

Our Response to God’s Gifts: 

Attendance this past week:
   Thursday   6:30 - 25
   Sunday      7:45 - 67
                     9:30 - 72 Total: 164
                           
Offerings $6,482.25

2021 OFFERING  ENVELOPES are now available in the
activity hall.  If you have any questions regarding electronic
giving, please contact Nick DeKeyser at 595-0584.

Serving today in the Lord’s house:
Usher team: 7:45: Team #1 Gary DeKeyser’s team

10:15: Team ## Rob Zeratsky’s team
Cleaning: Sitzman, A. Smith, P. Smith, Sperbeck,

Spevacek

Serving next week in the Lord’s house:
Usher team:   7:45: Team # 3 Tait Waege’s  team

          10:15: Team # 2 Greg Dessart’s  team
Cleaning: Stedl, Steffel, Tabordon, K. Taicher, D. Taicher
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BAPTISM of Madelyn Marie Janssen, daughter of Brad and
Emma Janssen, will become  a child of God in our 10:15
service.  Godparents are Colin Schubert and Crystal
Moesch. 
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